



There’s plenty to do in the Big Apple 

New York City offers lots of hot spots 
and history for gay and lesbian travelers. 
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‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ 

Gay Peace Corps volunteers 
find they cannot be out. 
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‘Proteus’ flowers 

Same-sex love in a 
South African prison. 

see Arts section 




Serving the gay , lesbian, bisexual, and transgender communities since 1971 






The sun was out Sunday, July 25, and so were the crowds as thousands of people attend¬ 
ed this year's Up Your Alley Fair, along Dore Alley in the South of Market District, in¬ 
cluding this group of guys, above. The street fair, with its multitude of leather-clad at¬ 
tendees, is, produced by Folsom Street Events, and is the run-up to the even larger Fol¬ 
som Street Fair, which will take place September 26. 


Not all 
'Unity' at 
LGBT event 

by Lisa Keen 


Police raids and 
inspections may not 
affect gay sex clubs 


A cross town from the Democratic 
convention, at an expansive club 
across the street from Boston’s 
historic Fenway Park, several gay or¬ 
ganizations hosted a “Unity 2004” 
party for members of the gay caucus 
and other Democratic supporters 
Monday, July 26. Publicity for the 
$35-a-ticket event had been building 
for a week, thanks to the media 
hoopla surrounding a decision to 
“disinvite” headliner Margaret Cho 
from the entertainment program. 

At a VIP re¬ 
ception hosted 
by the Human 
Rights Cam¬ 
paign prior to 
the party, rock¬ 
er Joan Jett and 
openly gay De¬ 
mocratic ac¬ 
tivist Chrissy 
Gephardt cir¬ 
culated and 
posed for pic¬ 
tures with ad¬ 
mirers. Gephardt, in remarks to the 
gathering of about 200, congratulat¬ 
ed the community for being unified. 

But outside the reception, about a 
dozen protesters were voicing their dis¬ 
may that HRC had initiated the request 
that Cho withdraw from the event’s 
sparse entertainment lineup. HRC 
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Chrissy Gephardt 


that at times forms the backbone of gay pol¬ 
icy debate. 

San Francisco’s “glory days” before the 
mid-1980s are often cited by a variety of sex 
activists and health advocates in favor of “re¬ 
opening the baths.” Back then, the city was 
chock full of bathhouses offering a variety of 
spaces in which gay men could engage in sex. 
When AIDS swept through the city, bath¬ 
house business began to drop, while the city 
simultaneously attempted to shut them 
down. A court ruling allowed the baths to 
stay open as long as sexual activity was mon¬ 
itored and safe sex was enforced. Under these 
new restrictions, however, the bathhouses, 
fearing a further decline in business, closed. 
Sex clubs began springing up as an alterna¬ 
tive, prompting current Department of Pub¬ 
lic Health guidelines around what types of 
activities are allowed and what the buildings 
hosting such activities must look like. Since 
then, gay sex clubs have historically been 
some of the only businesses to operate as ad 
vertised, unlike a variety of other venues that 
often illegally host sexual activities or find 
loopholes in the law to allow them to do so. 

The provisions within the city’s munici¬ 
pal code, as summarized by the district at¬ 
torney’s office, offer different ways for clubs 
to have separate legal spaces within their 
buildings; in general, a spot designated for 
encounters cannot have a completely en¬ 
closed booth, and a height requirement of no 
more than 5 feet 9 inches is assigned to the 
booth’s door, to allow monitoring of activi¬ 
ties. But there are many ways that business¬ 
es can avoid falling under such regulations. 
Some clubs are categorized depending upon 
their hours of operation, and whether they 
offer food or alcohol. Businesses categorized 
as ^bookstores or theaters, meanwhile, have 
very few regulations and are therefore more 
difficult to prosecute. 

May raids 

The recent focus on illegal spaces in sex 
venues stems from the May police raids on 
Market Street Cinema and New Century 
Theater, at which undercover officers were 
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by Zak Szymanski 


R ecent media reports about the San 
Francisco Police Department’s sex club 
raids have suggested that unlike het¬ 
erosexual clubs - where illegally-built 
enclosed booths allegedly hosted acts of 
prostitution - gay clubs have not been tar¬ 
geted by law enforcement for similar infrac¬ 
tions. . 

If that’s true, say club owners and man¬ 
agers, it’s not because of gay favoritism. It’s 
because gay sex clubs have been heavily 
monitored since the early days of the AIDS 
epidemic, and therefore are likely to be more 
vigilant about the types of booths and spaces 
they allow in their businesses. In fact, anyone 
who has listened to political discourse over 
the past several years would know that a lack 
of private sex spaces is a hot-button issue 


Soccerific 


IGLFA's World Cup runneth over 

by Jim Provenzano 


H undreds of gay and les¬ 
bian soccer players will 
converge on Golden Gate 
Park’s Polo Fields as the 
San Francisco Spikes host the 
annual International Gay Sc 
Lesbian Football Association 
World Cup August 2 to 7. 

While most competitors will 
be on American teams, some 
are trekking from as far away as 
Japan to play soccer at the an¬ 
nual GLBT finals of the sport. 

Almost 500 players from 
the San Francisco Bay Area and 
international community are 
expected to compete, with 
more volunteering at the 
matches. 

Barry Skown, a longtime 
Spikes player, said that the top- 
rated teams to beat would in¬ 
clude the Spikes, Team Ameri¬ 
cas (made up of individual 
players with no team affilia¬ 
tion), and Atlanta. 

“Strong teams will also be 
coming from Florida, San 
Diego, and Washington, D.C.,” 
he said. “It really depends on 
how each team plays and any 
injuries they suffer. The Spikes 
are proud to be fielding three 
teams this year, and our Divi¬ 
sion 1 team will have an incred¬ 
ibly strong roster of talent.” 

As to home field advantage, Skown said, 
“Sometimes hosting a tournament can be 
more distracting to a team than being in fa¬ 
miliar surroundings. When we travel, all we 
have to do is concentrate on soccer and hav- 


Alan Westley, foreground, and members of the SF Spikes 
warm up before a match. 


ing fun. But we are all really looking forward 
to hosting the other teams this year. It should 
be a terrific week!” 

The first organized gay soccer team started 
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A sizzling Up Your Alley Fair 
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Stuck in the Castro? join us on Divisadero! 

Metro Cafe, 311 Divisadero Street i>/w page s Oak sts) 

Not Just Another French bistro; Your next French Bistro! 
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Free Special Dessert with thb ad (Mon. 6 Tub. Nights only) 


Spray Tan Drip? 
Use Original 

Mystic Tan 


BARRY WITT, DOS 


The One That Works. 


Mystic Tan 
Information Line 


415 4MYSTIC 


(489.7842) 


Great Tan 
2675 Geary Blvd @ Masonic 
(FREE parking, Lot D off O'Farrell) 
415.922.2214 
www.grBtan.com 

Sorrento Sun Center 

329 Noe St. near Market 

415.701.1080 

www.sorrentosun.com 


G R E A T 

TAN 


CHRIS BONIN, DDS 


HI Vers and others 
urged to take West 
Nile virus precautions 


by Zak Szymanski 


I n the wake of the state’s first 
reported death from the West 
1 Nile virus, and subsequent dis¬ 
covery of the virus in the Bay 
Area, local public health officials 
are emphasizing caution - but not 
panic - when it comes to disease 
prevention. Still, people with HIV 
and other immune system defi¬ 
ciencies should be especially care¬ 
ful to guard against bites from 
mosquitoes, which transmit the 
virus from birds to humans. 

Most people who carry the 
West Nile virus remain asympto¬ 
matic or develop flu-like symp¬ 
toms that dissipate within a cou¬ 
ple of weeks, according to Dr. 
Susan Fernyak, director of com¬ 
munity health, epidemiology, and 
disease at San Francisco’s Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health. Yet all indi¬ 
viduals are potentially susceptible 
to complications from the virus. 

“We are in for a significant 
West Nile virus season. We need to 
take the risk very seriously,” Dr. 
Richard J. Jackson, California’s 
public health officer, told news re¬ 
porters after the state’s first West 
Nile death was announced. 

Last week, Southern California 
health officials said that a 57-year- 
old Orange County man was ad¬ 
mitted to a hospital on June 17 
with symptoms of encephalitis, or 
swelling of the brain. The man 
died a week later, and the presence 
of the West Nile virus was con¬ 
firmed on July 21. He is the state’s 
first reported death from the dis¬ 
ease, and reportedly had a prior 
medical condition that has not 
been revealed. 

At press time, at least 35 peo¬ 
ple in the state have been infected, 




DPH's Dr. Susan Fernyak 


all reported in Southern Califor¬ 
nia. The virus also has been found 
in more than 1,000 dead animals 
in more than a dozen California 
counties. And a dead crow in 
Santa Clara County tested positive 
for the virus last week, said Fer¬ 
nyak, which means San Francisco 
cases appear to be on the horizon. 


“Santa Clara is very close to the 
San Francisco border, which 
means there probably will be, 
sometime over the next several 
weeks, dead birds in this county 
who are found to be infected,” said 
Fernyak. “And if we look at what 
happens in other jurisdictions, it’s 
just a matter of time before we 
start to see human cases as well.” 

Only about 15-20 percent of 
those bitten by an infected mos¬ 
quito will develop West Nile symp¬ 
toms, which include headaches, 
fever, and body aches. And only 
about one in every 150 people in¬ 
fected will experience serious 
complications, which are usually 
neuro-invasive, said Fernyak, and 
include encephalitis and viral 
meningitis. Those most suscepti¬ 
ble to the serious complications 
are the elderly and those whose 
immune systems are compro¬ 
mised, such as people with HIV, 


said Fernyak. The Orange County 
man’s prior medical condition will 
“probably never” be publicly con¬ 
firmed as HIV, said Fernyak, but 
his immunity was definitely com¬ 
promised. Cancer patients under¬ 
going chemotherapy, as well as 
transplant recipients, are other 
people considered to be at a high¬ 
er risk for developing the more se¬ 
rious symptoms of the virus. 

There is no vaccine or cure for 
the West Nile, and while patients 
may be made more comfortable, 
those presenting with flu symp¬ 
toms likely won’t be admitted to a 
hospital, nor will they even be 
tested for the virus unless they can 
point to mosquito exposure. 

Prevention 

The key to avoiding serious 
West Nile symptoms is preven¬ 
tion, said Fernyak, adding that all 
people should wear long sleeved 
clothing as well as bug repellent in 
mosquito-prone areas. Environ¬ 
mentally, she said, people should 
be aware of any mosquito attrac¬ 
tions like standing pools of water, 


from bird baths to shallow pud¬ 
dles, emptying them wherever 
possible. Dead birds should be re¬ 
ported so that they can be dis¬ 
carded; one hotline for that pur-* 
pose is (877) 968-2473, or WNV- 
BIRD. Californians in particular 
need to be cautious because while 
the virus is considered seasonal, 
the state has many more months 
of warm weather than other parts 
of the country. 

The West Nile virus made its 
U.S. debut in New York in 1999 
and has been traveling cross¬ 
country ever since, generating 
10,000 human cases in 46 states 
with about 270 deaths. 

“For the most part this is an 
asymptomatic virus,” summarized 
Fernyak. “It’s rare to be seriously 
sick, but it does happen, so it is 
important for anyone - even the 
immuno-confident - to protect 
themselves as best as they can.” ▼ 



“We are in for a significant 
West Nile virus season. We need to 
take the risk very seriously.” 
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LGBT leaders work to rid 
courts of ‘trans panic’ 


by Zak Szymanski 

I t was an ordinary symbolic 
vote at City Hall, or so San 
Francisco Supervisor Tom 
Ammiano believed. 

Earlier this month, on the heels 
of the mistrial declared in June in 
the case against the men accused 
of murdering East Bay transgen¬ 
der teenager Gwen Araujo, Am¬ 
miano decided to do his part as an 
openly gay elected official by au¬ 
thoring a resolution that de¬ 
nounced Araujo’s killing, called 
for a re-trial of the defendants, 
and urged Alameda County to 
seek restrictions on the use of the 
so-called trans-panic defense. 

Araujo, 17, was born as a boy 
named Edward but lived her life as 
a female since the age of 14. She 
was beaten and strangled to death 
at a house party in Newark in Oc¬ 
tober 2002 by a group of men - 
two of whom she reportedly had 
sex with - after it was determined 
that she was biologically male. 

During the murder trial, the 
defense relied heavily on trans 
panic - which closely resembled 
and at times was indistinguishable 
from the better known “gay- 
panic” defense - to portray Arau¬ 
jo as a deceptive predator who 
“tricked” her killers into having 
“homosexual sex.” The defendants 
- Michael Magidson, Jason 
Cazares, and Jose Merel - accord¬ 
ing to their attorneys, were 
thrown into an emotional rage by 
Araujo’s “betrayal,” which ren¬ 
dered them unable to make ratio¬ 
nal decisions about life and death. 

Although the evidence over¬ 
whelmingly showed numerous in¬ 
stances where the men weighed 
their options and forged ahead 
with the alleged crime, the jury in 
the case remained deadlocked 
after nearly two weeks of deliber¬ 
ations, unable to convict any of 
the defendants of premeditated, 
first-degree murder, and unwilling 
to consider all three men equally 
at fault. 

The hung jury and subsequent 
mistrial enraged LGBT communi¬ 
ty members, who were not com¬ 
forted by reports that the jury re¬ 
fused to consider manslaughter 
convictions. Jurors would have re¬ 
turned a guilty verdict for all the 
defendants, said activists and ad¬ 
vocates, if they didn’t at least par¬ 
tially believe the defense assertion 
that a violent panic is to be ex¬ 
pected from learning that one had 
an encounter with a transgender 



Former prosecutor Jim Hammer 


person. 

Resolutions before the San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors 
are usually submitted and voted 
upon without controversy, so it 
came as a surprise when Board of 
Supervisors President Matt Gon¬ 
zalez at first wanted to refer Am- 
miano’s resolution to a committee 
to iron out language that appar¬ 
ently didn’t sit well with him. It 
seems that Gonzales, a former 
public defender, worried that Am- 
miano’s resolution potentially 
could have been read as an en¬ 
dorsement of limiting a suspect’s 
ability to put on a defense. And 
while the matter was quickly re¬ 
solved - Ammiano said the word¬ 
ing was clarified and the resolu¬ 
tion turned out “just fine” - it 
spoke to the larger dilemma faced 
by LGBT-friendly progressives 
who also fight for a justice system 
that includes presumed innocence 
and a defendant’s right to present 
a case as part of a fair trial. 

Concern with tactics 

“We’re really concerned about 
the legitimacy of some of the tac¬ 
tics that were used in the Gwen 
Araujo trial, especially those that 
seemed to play to societal bias 
against transgender people,” said 
Chris Daley, attorney and co¬ 
founder of San Francisco’s Trans¬ 
gender Law Center, although he 
acknowledged, “from everything 
that I understand, the arguments 
as they were made during trial 
were within the bounds of the law 
and professional legal ethics.” 

As the Araujo case approaches 
its second incarnation - at press 
time, attorneys for all parties were 
expected to appear at the Hay¬ 
ward Hall of Justice this Friday, 
July 30 to set a new trial date - 


Daley and others are working to 
ensure that gay- and trans-panic 
defenses will not be a factor in fu¬ 
ture criminal cases. 

The trans-panic defense, like 
the gay-panic defense, is not a 
legally recognized category, but 
rather, a way to play into jurors’ 
fears and prejudice around sexual 
minorities in hopes of securing an 
acquittal or lesser conviction for a 
crime committed against an 
LGBT person. Trans-panic is a bit 
more complicated, because defen¬ 
dants presumably had to go 
through some extra steps - the 
discovery of their victim’s birth 
sex, for instance - before their gay 
panic could set in (which is also 
based upon a false assumption 
that opposite-gendered attrac¬ 
tions become homosexual when 
one member of the couple is 
transgender). 

Trans-panic is also relatively 
still acceptable even where gay- 
panic is not, because transgender 
victims are portrayed as merely 
“in disguise” rather than living full 
lives, and even gay people can be 
found to testify that they, too, 
would not appreciate having rela¬ 
tions with someone who was “not 
really” the sex they appeared to be. 

Daley’s TLC is collaborating 
with a variety of legal experts, law-, 
makers, activists, and advocates to 
see what can be done at a legisla¬ 
tive level to limit the use of inher¬ 
ently prejudiced criminal defens¬ 
es. But it’s a tricky task, and not 
one that he takes lightly. 

“As an organization, the Trans¬ 
gender Law Center strongly sup¬ 
ports ensuring that criminal de¬ 
fendants receive vigorous repre¬ 
sentation,” said Daley. “But we do 
draw a distinction between appro¬ 
priate representation and the use 
of societal bias to reduce the cul¬ 
pability of defendants.” 

The problem, of course, is that 
right or wrong, the societal bias 
does exist, and it is ingrained in 
people, particularly young hetero¬ 
sexual males, whose manhood al¬ 
ways seems to be up for assess¬ 
ment. Therefore, forbidding a 
young man to claim that he was 
irrational and emotional upon 
discovering he had sex with some¬ 
body born biologically male prob¬ 
ably does not take his reality into 
account, and as any attorney 
knows, “the mindset of the defen¬ 
dant - in criminal law - is incred¬ 
ibly important,” said Daley. “We 
convict for crimes based upon 
what the person was thinking at 
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Heinz Kerry addresses LGBT Dems 



Teresa Heinz Kerry 


by Cynthia Laird 


eresa Heinz Kerry addressed 
LGBT delegates at the De¬ 
mocratic convention in 
Boston Wednesday, July 28, telling 
an afternoon crowd that she 
would be a “mother” for those in 
the community. 

Karen Anderson, president of 
the East Bay LGBT Democratic 
Club, phoned the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter just before the paper went 
to press, and said the room erupt¬ 
ed in cheers after Heinz Kerry’s 
comment. 

“Teresa Heinz Kerry addressed 
us at the caucus meeting today,” 
Anderson said. 


According to Anderson, Heinz 
Kerry recounted a meeting she had 
with a gay 40-year-old man in 
Sonoma County, who asked her to 
be his mother because he felt he 
had lost all nurturing. She then 
said that if her husband, Senator 
John Kerry (D-Massachusetts) is 
elected president in November, “we 
would have a mother,” in the White 
House, Anderson said, “and she 
identified herself as ‘Mamma T.’” 

“The room exploded with 
cheers,” said Anderson, who 
added that Heinz Kerry brought 
two of her sons with her to the 
caucus meeting. 

“We were floored by the fact 
that she appeared and spoke to 
us,” said Anderson. T 
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If youVe living with HIV, 
you can learn to be a 
long-term survivor. 

^^esearch shows that certain life skills can boost your immunity and 
improve your health.The L.I.F.E. Program" (Learning Immune Function 
Enhancement) is an innovative series of engaging and educational 
workshops that help you: 

• Boost your immunity and promote long-term health 
• Learn strategies for long-term survival 
• Develop a trusted network of HIV+ peers 
• Learn about new research and health information 


Visit our website at www.shanti.org 
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Everyone is welcome! 


New session starting Wednesday, August 25,2004 
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Freedom and the National Center 
for Lesbian Rights. 

A graduate of Yale College and 
Harvard Law School, Wolfson be¬ 
came the first Lambda attorney to 
argue before the U.S. Supreme 
Court when he represented Eagle 
Scout James Dale in Boy Scouts of 
America v. Dale in 2000. The high 
court upheld the right of the Boy 
Scouts to bar gay members and 
troop leaders from its organiza¬ 
tion. Wolfson also participated in 
the Hawaii marriage case and as¬ 
sisted with the Vermont legal case 
that resulted in the state legalizing 
civil unions. Time magazine earli¬ 
er this year named Wolfson one of 
the “100 most influential people 
.in the world.” 

The Bar association event takes 
place at the Omni Hotel, 500 Cal¬ 
ifornia Street at Montgomery, in 
downtown San Francisco. Regis¬ 
tration begins at 11:30 a.m., fol¬ 
lowed by lunch and the program 
at noon. Tickets are $50 for BASF 
members and co-sponsors; $35 
for students, and $60 for all oth¬ 
ers. Prices will increase by $10 on 
the day of the program. To regis¬ 
ter, visit sfbar.org. ▼ 
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News in brief 


compiled by Cynthia Laird 


TARC benefit 

The Tenderloin AIDS Resource 
Center is holding a benefit art¬ 
work launch and wine reception 
at the Shooting Gallery, 839 
Larkin Street in San Francisco, on 
Thursday, August 5. The event 
takes place from 6 to 9 p.m. and a 
$10 donation is suggested. 

The artwork being featured is 
“Juanita More! And Glamamore - 
Live and In Drag,” and is a contin¬ 
uation of the “Fabulous Nobod¬ 
ies” series commissioned by the 
ONE Institute in Los Angeles by 
local artist Jim Winters. The art¬ 
work itself will be on display the 
week of August 1-7. 

The portraits are part of a se¬ 
ries that is being used to promote 
TARCs annual fundraiser, which 
will be held in October. 

The Fabulous Nobodies de¬ 
picts gender-bending “sub-lebri- 
ties” who have attained cult status 
while at the same time resisted ab¬ 
sorption into the gay mainstream. 

Juanita More!, an avid TARC 
supporter, will be at next week’s 


event, along with Glamamore, the 
co-creator of New York’s “Boy Bar 
Beauties” and San Francisco’s 
Fishstix.” 

TARC provides a range of HIV 
services for homeless and margin¬ 
ally housed residents of the Ten¬ 
derloin. 

For more information about 
TARC’s upcoming events or its 
services, visit www.tarcsf.org. 

Gay attorney at BASF 

Evan Wolfson, executive direc¬ 
tor of Freedom to Marry, will be 
the featured speaker at a Bar Asso¬ 
ciation of San Francisco-spon¬ 
sored public affairs forum and 
luncheon Tuesday, August 3. 

Wolfson, formerly an attorney 
with Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, has also just 
written a new book, Why Mar¬ 
riage Matters: America, Equality, 
and Gay People’s Right to Marry 
(Simon & Schuster). During his 
program, Wolfson will discuss 
why the United States should end 
marriage discrimination. A book 
signing will follow the program, 
which is being co-sponsored by 
Bay Area Lawyers for Individual 


hundreds of attendees, including 
academics, health professionals, 
activists, and members of the bi¬ 
sexual community. The event will 
take place at the University .of 
Minnesota. 

Conference planners have an¬ 
nounced a diverse lineup of work¬ 
shops, plenary speakers, and social 
events for the biennial bisexual ex¬ 
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Bisexuals gather in 
Minneapolis next week 


by Liz Highleyman 


B isexuals and their allies from 
across the country and 
around the world will gath¬ 
er in Minneapolis next weekend, 
August 5 to 8, for the eighth Inter¬ 
national Conference on Bisexuali¬ 
ty- 

Organizers say they expect 


Individual health counseling available 
Program based on recent medical and health research 
A free 16-week program 


New digs for Oakland gay bar 


by Louis Anthes 


he thing speaks for itself” is 
the English translation of 
; the Latin legalese “Res Ipsa 
Loquitur,” which one could also 


say about Oak¬ 
land’s new Bench 
and Bar. During 
its grand opening 
party, which was 
held on Saturday, 
July 24, patrons 
found themselves 


Jose Hernandez and Francisco Markes share a kiss 
at the Bench and Bar grand opening party. 


in a cavernous 
room with a huge 
dance floor, in¬ 
door smoking 
lounge, and a six- 
station bar, all lit 
up by a fabulous 
light show puls¬ 
ing to Latin 
dance and hip- 
hop. 

But the new 
Bench and Bar has a history. 

The old Bench and Bar, which 
was at 120 11th Street, used to be 
a haunt for lawyers, clerks, and 
judges near the Alameda County 
Courthouse. Then, in the 1970s, it 
became a gay bar that coexisted 
with its community. After a con¬ 
dominium complex across the 
street underwent gentrification in 
the 1990s, some people in the 
community started complaining 
about noise from the bar. 

The Oakland Police Depart¬ 
ment made a concerted effort to 
close the bar down. According to 
Alex Loera, who is one of the co¬ 
owners and the events coordinator, 
there were reports of one member 
of the Oakland Police Department 
using a bullhorn to shout “faggots” 
to intimidate bargoers. 

Loera, along with co-owners 
Charles Bisbee, Keith Hobbs, and 


Frank Ciglar, fought back. The 
city, however, capped the bar’s 
hours, cutting deeply into busi¬ 
ness. But, taking the name of their 
bar to heart, the owners threat¬ 
ened a lawsuit, which ultimately 
led to relocating the bar to down¬ 
town Oakland. 

Finally, the new Bench and Bar 
relocated to 2111 Franklin Street, 
about a block-and-a-half from the 
19th Street BART station. 

The long, hard-fought struggle 
finally paid off on July 2, when the 
bar re-opened its doors. 

The fun officially kicked off 
last weekend. All kinds of people 
packed the grand opening party- 
gauchos to trannies - all of whom 
took to the largest dance floor for 
a gay bar in the East Bay. Club 
Papi and the Papi Dancers, Pan 
Duke, and DJ Marco kept things 
hot all night. Y 
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PALM SPRINGS 


ABC to hold hearing 
on Castro bar sale 


Largest HRC complaint? 

In announcing a press confer¬ 
ence last Friday, July 23, to discuss 
the upcoming mediation, spokes¬ 
men for IsBadlandsBad.com 
trumpeted three times - once in 
bold - in their press release that 
the complaint is “the biggest civil 
rights complaint in the history of 
the San Francisco Human Rights 
Commission.” 

HRC compliance officer Larry 
Brinkin said Monday, however, 
that such claims are not accurate. 

“It is one of the largest but not 
the largest,” Brinkin told the 
B.A.R. “It is the largest in some 
time.” 

The largest complaints the 
agency has handled have included 
workers at San Francisco Interna¬ 
tional Airport and women em¬ 
ployees at one particular institu¬ 
tion. He did say the allegations 
against Natali are unusual in that 
it is rare to have this many cus¬ 
tomers unrelated to each other file 
complaints with the HRC. 

After being asked about the 
claim in its release Monday after¬ 
noon, Newsome said HRC staff 
had alerted them after the Friday 
press conference about the mis¬ 
take. 

“It was our initial understand¬ 
ing based on a conversation we 
had with staff” at the HRC, ex¬ 
plained Newsome. 

On Tuesday, the group sent out 
a correction and apologized for 
the inaccurate release. 

“This error was due to a mis- 
communication between our¬ 
selves and representatives of the 
HRC, and for that we are sorry. 
We are particularly upset that this 
has occurred because we have 
been extremely careful to be both 
transparent and data-driven in all 
of our activities,” read the group’s 
e-mail. 

The group refused to disclose 
what its demands of Natali 
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by Matthew S. Bajko 

P he public outcry over the 
pending transfer of the Pen¬ 
dulum’s liquor license to a 
Castro bar owner accused of 
racism has prompted a state 
agency to say it will hold a public 
hearing on the matter. 

The decision by the state De¬ 
partment of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control adds to the mounting 
legal and public relations prob¬ 
lems Les Natali faces as he pursues 
ownership of the Castro’s only bar 
catering to African Americans. 
Natali owns the Detour and SF 
Badlands, which is across 18th 
Street from the Pendulum. 

“Of course we are disappoint¬ 
ed but we have to work through 
this and have to defend ourselves,” 
said Natali. 

Since this spring Natali has 
been in escrow to purchase the 
Pendulum and had hoped to eas¬ 
ily acquire the bar’s liquor license. 
But his plans have been derailed 
due to dozens of former patrons 
and employees of Badlands who 
have come forward to accuse him 
of racial and gender-based dis¬ 
crimination. 

The group IsBadlandsBad.com 
is coordinating the effort to bring 
forth other patrons who feel they 
have faced discrimination at the 
bar and i$ pressing city officials to 
hold Natali accountable. A sepa¬ 
rate group of prominent black 
men and women have also come 
together to raise concerns about 
Natali’s ownership of the Pendu¬ 
lum. 

The city’s Human Rights Com¬ 
mission has received eight com¬ 
plaints of discrimination by pa¬ 
trons at Natali’s bar within the last 
year, as well as another 12 inci¬ 
dents purported to have taken 
place since he bought the business 
nearly four years ago. Natali has 
agreed to mediation to resolve the 
complaints and will begin meet¬ 
ing with his accusers and HRC 
staff in early August. 

“Badlands does not discrimi¬ 
nate against anyone. We welcome 
everyone,” Natali said. “We asked 
for mediation several weeks ago 
now and we are hoping that can 
happen soon.” 

Natali is also fighting a lawsuit 
alleging he conspired with Pendu¬ 
lum owner Rod Kobila to break an 
oral contract Kobila had to sell the 
bar to John McNeil, the owner of 
Hortica on Castro Street. Kobila’s 
and Natali’s attorney, Richard 
Stephen Goldstein, has dismissed 
the case, saying neither man did 
anything wrong and that the law¬ 
suit is without merit. 

McNeil has lost two attempts 
to immediately block the sale of 
the bar, and the case is set to be 
heard in San Francisco Superior 
Court in November. 

“There are no talks of settling” 
out of court, McNeil told the 
B.A.R. this week. “I want it to go 
before a jury.” 

81 complaint letters 

Around the same time the 
ABC may schedule the public 
hearing on the transfer of the bar’s 
liquor license. As of this week, the 
state agency said it had received 81 
letters of complaint and protest 
regarding Natali’s request to ac¬ 
quire the Pendulum’s liquor li¬ 
cense as well as calls to suspend 
his liquor licenses at his two bars. 

Carl DeWing, the ABC’s infor- 


zephyr-ps.com 


760.323.3730 


John Newsome at press conference. 


mation officer, told the B.A.R. this 
week that the hearing will not be 
scheduled until after the agency’s 
investigation of the racism allega¬ 
tions is completed. DeWing said 
ABC officers are in the middle of a 
three-month investigation, which 
will include interviewing the com¬ 
plainants and sending in under¬ 
cover agents to the bar, to deter¬ 
mine if there is any merit to the 
charges. 

“Under the state’s regulations 
we are required to hold a hearing 
to determine whether the opposi¬ 
tion is valid or not. We will prob¬ 
ably wait until after there is a con¬ 
clusion or determination on 
whether we will move forward on 
the discrimination accusations or 
not,” said DeWing. “We are prob¬ 
ably a month or so away from any 
conclusion.” 

While he declined to state 
when a public hearing could be 
calendared, he did say it would be 
held in San Francisco. 

John Newsome, a spokesman 
for IsBadlandsBad.com, said, “We 
are glad that the ABC is investi¬ 
gating this matter and taking it se¬ 
riously.” 
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Mixed messages 


A s Democrats prepare to formally 
nominate Massachusetts Senator 
John Kerry as their party’s presiden¬ 
tial candidate tonight (Thursday, July 29) in 
Boston, it’s safe to say that party officials are 
indeed playing it safe. The word went out at 
the beginning of the Democratic conven¬ 
tion to tone down the anti-Bush rhetoric 
and to keep speeches positive. But from 
what we’ve seen of the convention so far, 
there’s also been another edict handed out - 
don’t talk about gays too much. 

Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin (D- 
Wisconsin), the first out lesbian elected to 
Congress, didn’t even utter the g-word dur¬ 
ing her address to delegates Monday 
evening - and she’s the vice chair of the con¬ 
vention. She was “degayed” even before tak¬ 
ing the podium. During her introduction, 
some young people in her home state, 
speaking via satellite hookup, boasted that 
she was the first woman elected to Congress 
from her state. What about her being the 
first out lesbian ever elected to Congress? 
Doesn’t that merit a mention? Baldwin’s 
speech dealt with health care - a crucial 
issue for many in the community - yet she 
didn’t say anything about lesbians, tradi¬ 
tionally one of the groups without access to 
health ,care. In her single nod to the com¬ 
munity, Baldwin mentioned that domestic 
partners should be covered. That was it. 

San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, 
who made national headlines when he or¬ 
dered the city to issue marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples, wasn’t even asked to 
speak at the convention, even though he’s 
considered a rising star in the party - or at 
least was before unleashing the “Winter of 
Love.” He seems to be taking it in stride, 
however, and has been feted at numerous 
parties while in Boston. The San Jose Mer¬ 
cury News pointed out this week that the 
Kerry campaign has “kept its distance from 
the telegenic mayor. He was not invited to 
address the convention because he’s identi¬ 
fied with a controversial issue that many 
Democrats want to avoid; for them, it’s bad 
enough that same-sex marriage is now legal 
in Massachusetts.” 

Need we remind the Democratic Na¬ 
tional Committee that it chose Boston as the 
site for its convention and that the gay mar¬ 


riage issue had been in court for years in the 
state before the nuptials became a reality in 
May? 

One exception to gay invisibility at the 
convention was Tuesday night’s keynote ad¬ 
dress by Illinois Senate candidate Barack 
Obama. He delivered a powerful in¬ 
dictment of the right wing, when he 
said, “There are those who are 
preparing to divide us, the spin , 
masters and negative ad peddlers 
who embrace the politics of any¬ 
thing goes. Well, I say to them 
tonight, there’s not a liberal America 
and a conservative America - there’s a 
United States of America. ... 

The pundits like to slice-and- 
dice our country into red 
states and blue states; red states 
for Republicans, blue states for Democrats. 
But I’ve got news for them, too. We worship 
an awesome God in the blue states, and we 
don’t like federal agents poking around our 
libraries in the red states. We coach Little 
League in the blue states and have gay 
friends in the red states. ... We are all one 


people.” 

In contrast, the speakers most likely to 
mention gay issues are relegated to early 
speaking slots. Former San Francisco Su¬ 
pervisor Roberta Achtenberg, who also 
served in the Clinton administration, spoke 
on Monday and opened her speech with: 
“... I am a lawyer, a mother, and a les¬ 
bian.” She went on to call for gays and 
lesbians “to be fully included in the 
life of America” and said that the De¬ 
mocratic Party rejects the Federal 
Marriage Amendment. 

As we go to press, Human Rights 
Campaign President Cheryl Jacques 
is expected to speak Wednes¬ 
day evening, following in the 
footsteps of her predecessor, 
Elizabeth Birch, who gave a 
speech at the 2000 convention. 

So there have been mixed messages com¬ 
ing out of Boston. It’s disappointing, espe¬ 
cially after party officials trumpeted delegate 
diversity, and pointed out that this year’s 
convention, with approximately 236 LGBT 
delegates, is the “most gay-inclusive” ever. T 
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Aboard Rosie’s cruise 


by Marina Gatto 


M y experience on the first-ever Rosie 
and Kelly O’Donnell “R Family” 
cruise was something that I would 
give almost anything to relive. I encountered 
many other teens and children that had sim¬ 
ilar family situations, and we quickly be¬ 
came friends. It was nice on the ship to have 
an environment that was free of hate and 
discrimination - an environment where my 
moms could walk together, holding hands, 
and not be discriminated against. I no 
longer felt the need to defend them against 
rude comments or harassment, and I was 
free to be myself. I have always been very 
open about my family, and loved sharing 
our story. 

Although everything on the cruise was 
amazing, there were a few things that made 
me feel more than uncomfortable. We 
stopped in many places along the cruise 
route, such as Key West and finally, Nassau, 
Bahamas. Although I enjoyed all of the 
places, the environment in Nassau was 
much less than friendly. We were warned 
that we would be met with protesters upon 
arriving at the island, but this in no way pre¬ 
pared me for what I was about to face. After 
getting off the boat I looked around, and 
saw no protesters, but heard chants that 
seemed to be coming from far away. On our 
way to a store I noticed people staring at us. 
As we walked into the store my moms, like 
usual, were holding hands. All of the clerks 
immediately stopped talking and just stared 
at us. They started making rude comments, 
and alluding to the fact that we were not 
welcome in their store, and our money was 
no good. We turned around and started to 


walk out when all of a sudden one lady 
grabbed us by the arm and said, “It’s okay, 
they’re with me.” My heart began to lift at 
that point, as I realized that not everyone 
shared the same hatred for my family. 

I left the store feeling satisfied, but still 
wondering how everyone knew that this 
“gay cruise” was coming. All of a sudden, my 
moms stopped walking, and began reading 
the headline of the newspaper. It stated that 
our cruise was coming to the Bahamas, so 
everyone should be on guard. I had so 
many mixed feelings, yet tried to re¬ 
main positive. As we were browsing 
through one of the stores, however, 
the chanting seemed to be getting 
louder. I stepped outside the shop 
and was immediately overwhelmed 
with protesters on both sides of the 
street. 

I saw children carrying 
antigay signs, and babies 
being taught “fag,” as one 
of their first words. People 
carried bibles and yelled how Jesus does not 
love us. We were approached by numerous 
protesters who yelled at us. I chocked back the 
tears and I wondered why people would teach 
their children hate. I never knew hate when I 
was that young, yet saw children carrying signs 
that said antigay phrases, expressing how our 
boat would sink. 

HBO was following us through the straw 
market for part of the time. They wanted to 
interview us about our experience. I told 
them how I couldn’t understand why a 
group of people that should know discrim¬ 
ination first hand would still hate my fami¬ 
ly simply because of their religious beliefs. 

As soon as I was done speaking I noticed 
that people had gathered around me, and 


were starting to make comments to the 
camera. Before I knew quite what was going 
on me and my moms were being pulled to¬ 
ward an aisle with people shouting, “ you 
are welcome over here! This is the aisle of 
love!” I soon saw signs in rainbow colors 
that said “Welcome,” and talked with many 
friendly people that expressed how sorry 
they were for those that were protesting us. 

Back on the boat I realized that many 
people had immediately gone back to the 
ship as soon as they saw the protesters, and 
did not even hold hands as they were walk¬ 
ing for fear of being discriminated against. 
This shocked and saddened me. In a way it 
didn’t even seem fair that here is 
my family, putting ourselves at 
risk, to further educate people, 
and other couples refused to do 
the same. 

On the last day my 
mom Arzu had to go and 
check in with U.S. Citi¬ 
zenship and Immigration 
Services before leaving the ship. As we 
walked in and waited for our turn, the line 
moved very quickly, and everyone in front 
of us seemed to be in and out within min¬ 
utes. Arzu went up, and was taking much 
longer than everyone else. 

Soon Arzu was on the brink of tears. An 
official told her that she could not come 
back into the country because she did not 
have a renewed passport or the right infor¬ 
mation on her visa. I still do not quite un¬ 
derstand all of the legalities behind this. I 
immediately ran downstairs to find the 
HBO crew, as my mom and Arzu went back 
to talk to immigration. I knew that it would 
be less likely for them not to let Arzu back in 
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Angry over Cho flap 

I already hated the Human Rights Campaign and 
its closet-case logo of the little yellow equal sign on 
the blue background and its name that doesn’t even 
mention that the group is about gay rights, which is 
ridiculous because it is a single-issue group that does- 
n t care about anyone else’s rights. I hated HRC be¬ 
fore and I hate it even more now. 

The HRC’s latest flaw is that it has disinvited Mar¬ 
garet Cho from the “Unity” event in Boston. In re¬ 
sponse, the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force has 
withdrawn from the event. In a marvelous example of 
self-censorship, the HRC decided to disinvite Cho 
over fears that her performance could be used by the 
right wing. 

But I already didn’t like HRC. Here are some of the 
reasons: it is an inside-the-beltway, top-down organi¬ 
zation that sucks money out of gay people around the 
country and decides without much of any input from 
them what issues the HRC will concentrate on. It’s not 
a grassroots organization. 

HRC resists including transgender folks in legisla¬ 
tion. It has supported only versions of the Employ¬ 
ment Non-Discrimination Act that don’t include 
trans people, and also does not support the inclusion 
of trans folks in federal hate crimes laws. 

HRC refused to issue a position on the war on 
Iraq. What about the human rights of civilians in 
Iraq? What about all the money wasted on this war 
that could have been spent on domestic needs? 

But there are far too many people whose 
activism consists of writing an annual 
check to the HRC and sticking a bumper 
sticker on their rainbow-flagged SUV. I 
don’t see the HRC going away any time 
soon, unfortunately. But maybe its dissing 
of someone as well-liked in the GLBT 
community as Margaret Cho will lead 
some people to start questioning 
whether we need the kind of “leader¬ 
ship” the HRC offers. 

Larry-bob Roberts 
San Francisco 

Questions for Haaland 

I have some questions for Robert Haaland, who’s 
running for supervisor in District 5, where I’ve lived 
for a long time. They arise because of his involvement 
with the Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club, of 
which he was recently president. His involvement 
makes me wonder whether he’s qualified to serve at 
City Hall. Let me explain. 

I was a member of the Milk Club (then known as 
the San Francisco Gay Democratic Club) for a few 
years beginning in 1979. At the time, it was a flexible, 
pragmatic group, rooted in the city’s gay neighbor¬ 
hoods, with a huge membership and a sterling repu¬ 
tation. 

Alas, all that was to change. The club was devas¬ 
tated in the 1980s and 1990s. Many of its most inno¬ 
vative and inspiring members died from AIDS. They 
were people who could have gone on to achieve great¬ 
ness in the city and the state, maybe even the nation. 

As the giants of the club receded into the mists, the 
midgets emerged and took over. Under its last four 
presidents, including Robert Haaland, the club has be¬ 
come increasingly brittle and doctrinaire. It has lost 
touch with daily life in the city’s gay neighborhoods. 

It now pushes a distinct ideological line, and woe to 
anyone who questions it. 

A few years ago, I myself discovered how much the 
club had declined, when I spoke up about the declin¬ 
ing quality of life in our neighborhoods. I called for 
greater control over the drunks, junkies, and drug 
dealers who continue to trash many of the city’s pub¬ 
lic places and create public health hazards. 

My model was Harvey Milk, who had cared about 
the quality of life in the neighborhoods. His first leg¬ 
islation as a supervisor was a law requiring people to 
clean up after their dogs in public places. How would 
Harvey have felt about human beings routinely defe¬ 
cating and urinating on the sidewalks of the Castro, 
and with impunity? 

When I raised these issues, certain honchos of the 
Milk Club were outraged. More than that, they 
emerged as the city’s second most vocal opponents to 
the needed reforms, surpassed only by the Coalition 
on Homelessness. 

They responded to my call with vicious personal 
attacks, name-calling, and character assassination. In 
chat rooms on the Internet, they repeatedly made out¬ 
rageously false claims about my personal life, while 
hiding behind pseudonyms such as “Milkcluber” and 
“Militant Midget.” One Milk Clubber angrily told me 
he hoped I would be evicted from my apartment and 
become homeless. 

The worst part is that this nasty behavior was part 
of a larger pattern that affected other issues and peo¬ 
ple. An example was the 2002 supervisorial race in 
District 8, which includes the Castro. 

The club supported Eileen Hansen against Bevan 
Dufty. Hansen packaged herself as “the progressive al¬ 
ternative.” Her supporters attacked Dufty as a tool of 
Mayor Brown, while Dufty ran a positive, issue-ori¬ 
ented campaign. 

During the campaign, slick signs appeared in the 


Castro saying “Mayor Willie Brown Supports Bevan 
Dufty for Supervisor.” They were unsigned, but gave 
the impression of being from Brown. 

It eventually came out that the Milk Club had 
printed the signs and put them up. The ploy back¬ 
fired. It made the Milk Clubbers look stupid and con¬ 
tributed to Dufty’s victory. 

Other dirty tricks of a similar nature have occurred 
in local races, but the perpetrators were never caught. 
The club denies any involvement. But it remains sus¬ 
pect because it got caught with its pants down in the 
Dufty escapade. Such suspicions about the club never 
rose during the times of Harvey Milk. That’s the dif¬ 
ference. 

All of which leads me to ask two questions of 
Robert Haaland: 1) Did you have anything to do with 
the anonymous signs used against Bevan Dufty, or 
with other recent dirty tricks in local races? 2) What 
will you do to control the drunks, junkies, and drug 
dealers who are trashing our neighborhoods? 

In asking these questions, I realize that Haaland 
can’t be held responsible for all the club’s failings. 
Nonetheless, he was in a position of leadership during 
the club’s great decline. It’s legitimate for voters to ask 
him to clarify his behavior and positions in light of 
that connection. 

Arthur Evans 
San Francisco 

Send them a bill 

In the July 22 article on homeless youth, not 
one of the individuals mentioned was 
j born or raised in San Francisco [“Castro 
housing project helps homeless youth feel at 
home”]. Yet we are spending our very lim¬ 
ited resources on them, depriving our 
own people of help. 

Is there some way to bill their home 
communities for the expense of their re¬ 
habilitation? That is where their disabil¬ 
ities were developed. Why should we be 
saddled with the expense of rehabilitating them? If in¬ 
stead we sent them back to the community where they 
went awry, that community would be forced to ex¬ 
amine their modus operandi and deal with correct¬ 
ing their deleterious behavior. 

James Keefer 
San Francisco 

Badlands and Dyke March 

Regarding the Guest Opinion “Discrimination 
stops here” [July 22]: I have a question: what is the dif¬ 
ference between the owner of the Badlands (suppos¬ 
edly) not allowing or not welcoming women and peo¬ 
ple of color into his bar, and the Dyke March, pro¬ 
claiming in print, that men are not allowed to join the 
annual Dyke March (“Dyke March - men told not to 
rain on Parade” San Francisco Chronicle , June 26)? If 
the owner of the Badlands got a Chronicle reporter to 
write an article about women being welcome to stand 
outside on the sidewalk and “cheer on” the patrons in¬ 
side would that make it okay? Let me answer my own 
question. No, that would not make it okay. Inclusion 
is inclusion. And discrimination is discrimination and 
in my opinion it is never justified. People in glass 
houses ... 

Joe Mac 
San Francisco 

Patron enjoys center cafe 

After getting over my surprise reading Mr. Neil- 
son’s letter about the Three Dollar Bill Cafe at the 
LGBT Community Center [Mailstrom, July lp], I am 
moved to reply. 

First, I am already a habitu£ of the cafe and truly 
enjoy the ambiance, the food, the coffee, the free wire¬ 
less, the music, the video entertainment, the daily pa¬ 
pers, and the friendly staff. My husband and I are 
often there chatting with friends and have never had 
any issues with the music or its sound level. In fact, 
I’ve seen the staff studiously turn down a song when 
one comes on a bit louder than permits easy conver¬ 
sation. 

Mr. Neilson alludes to the staff as “twinks,” which 
raises disquieting issues of judgment within our com¬ 
munity. Using the term twink as a put-down does not 
help us in our quest to grow beyond issues of age in an 
age-conscious society. On the other hand, at the cafe 
I have seen a diverse group and am always made to 
feel welcome by staff and my fellow patrons. I am not 
the only person who’s seen 50 come and go, nor is 
there a dearth of young folks and folks in between. 

I do hope that many more people will come and 
enjoy this wonderful new addition to the center and 
our community. 

David King 
San Francisco 


Send letters to the Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94103, or e-mail to 
BARpaper@aol.com. Letters must be signed and 
include a daytime phone number for verification. 
Unsigned letters will not be printed. 
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Is outing in again? 


by Paula Martinac 

% JT ou’d think there’d be noth- 

f ing left to say about outing, 
given some 15 years of de¬ 
bate about it in our community. 
But sure enough, outing has once 
again reared its controversial 
head. And to be honest, the polit¬ 
ical tactic that once looked bold 
has gone awry. 

The latest outing spree began 
in response to attempts by radical 
right-wingers in Congress, fueled 
by the support of our “compas¬ 
sionate” president, to pass the 
heinous Federal Marriage 
Amendment. Gay activists John 
Aravosis and Michael Rogers 
launched a no-holds-barred cru¬ 
sade to out high-level, closeted 
staffers of rabidly antigay con- 
gressmembers. Aravosis defended 
his much-publicized actions in 
the Washington Blade , stating that 
“such staffers are, at best, enemy 
combatants; and, at worst, war 
criminals.” 

It’s chilling that a gay activist 
would use the lingo of Bush’s so- 
called war on terrorism to justify 
a course of action on behalf of our 
community. One of the major 
forces behind the FMA, the 
odious Senator Rick Santo- 
rum of Pennsylvania, used 
similarly eerie rhetoric to 
bolster the supposed need 
for the amendment, calling 
efforts to “defend” het¬ 
erosexual marriage 
“the ultimate home¬ 
land security.” 

Strange 
how the lines 
between the 
far left and far 

right can so easily blur. Decades 
ago, it was homophobes who held 
“outing” (though they didn’t call 
it that) over the heads of average 
gay people, for whom exposure of 
their sexuality meant losing their 
jobs or their families or even their 
freedom. In the bad old days, 
witch hunts like the McCarthy 
hearings ruined many innocent 
gay people’s lives. 

Fast forward to the present, 
and outing as a tool of the gay 
movement is very different, with 
gay journalists and activists ex¬ 
posing public figures who work 
against the gay movement while 
enjoying the protection of the 
closet. Sometimes the effort pays 
off: Representative Jim Kolbe (R- 
Arizona) went public about his 
homosexuality when he was faced 
with the likelihood of being outed 
by several gay publications be¬ 
cause he had voted for the notori¬ 
ous Defense of Marriage Act in 
1996. Kolbe then felt freer to vote 
his conscience, supporting more 
pro-gay legislation than he did be- 
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fore his outing. 

But what if Kolbe hadn’t been a 
social moderate to begin with? 
Lurking beneath the good inten¬ 
tions of outing is the creepy as¬ 
sumption that gay people should, 
simply by virtue of being gay, 
walk in political lockstep - 
that, once freed from the re¬ 
straints of the closet, gay 
people will automatically 
think in a set way on matters 
of public policy. Indeed, 
there’s often fierce outrage 
in the community against 
those who see issues 
through an en- 
^ tirely different 
filter; I myself 
have railed 
against gay Re¬ 
publicans in past installments of 
this column. 

Granted, it’s hard for the ma¬ 
jority of us to understand some¬ 
one like the head of the Hawaii 
Log Cabin Republicans, Jeffrey 
Bingham Mead, who told a re¬ 
porter that, in his chapter, “All of 
us, including me, believe that 
marriage is between one man and 
one woman.” The likelihood that 
many gay people will vote for 
Bush this year boggles my mind. 
In a similar vein, it’s hard to un¬ 
derstand how Supreme Court Jus¬ 
tice Clarence Thomas could rule 
against affirmative action, or how 
women could be ardent anti¬ 
choice activists, working to elimi¬ 
nate their own reproductive free¬ 
dom. 

Still, it seems that bullying gay 
people on the other side of the po¬ 
litical fence to agree with the rest 
of us - and to take up the activism 
we want them to do - is pretty 
naive. That’s really what this new 
round of outing amounts to: if 
you don’t see things our way, we’ll 


hunt you down, hound you, and 
tell everyone that you’re gay. (But, 
oh yeah, being gay is good.) 

It’s no coincidence that Aravo¬ 
sis is the activist who gave us two 
other similarly rigid campaigns: 
StopDrLaura.com, an attempt to 
prevent the radio doctor’s TV 
show from airing because she 
might use it to spout her antigay 
views; and DearMary.com, an 
outpouring of messages to Mary 
Cheney trying to coerce her to use 
her six-figure job in the Bush-Ch- 
eney campaign to wield influence 
with her powerful pop and his 
boss on the issue of marriage 
equality. (Personally, I’m skeptical 
that all those “Dear Mary” post¬ 
cards have made her lose sleep - 
especially if she takes after her 
conscience-free Dad. I’ve read that 
there’s a new verb coming into 
popular usage: “to Cheney” means 
to go from one cushy job to the 
next through personal contacts.) 

I’m not suggesting that it’s im¬ 
possible for people to change their 
political opinions; Republicans 
and Democrats alike alter their 
political thinking all the time. In 
particular, there are ample in¬ 
stances of gay people who worked 
for homo-vicious right-wingers 
and later decided it was against 
their conscience to do so. But I am 
pretty certain the process comes 
about through personal reflection 
and political soul-searching, and 
not because they’re badgered into 
it. Y 


Paula Martinac is a Lambda 
Literary Award-winning author 
of eight books and editor in 
chief of Gl Syndicate. She can 
be reached care of this 
publication or at Lesbian 
Notions@qsyndicate.com. 


Travel insurance firm sued for 
refusing AIDS-related claim 


by Zak Szymanski 


M traveler who succumbs to a 
fjl long-term life-threatening 
m 1 illness does not render his 
group’s travel insurance invalid, 
especially when that insurance 
company claims to cover pre-ex¬ 
isting conditions, according to the 
AIDS Legal Referral Panel and the 
law firm of Murphy, Pearson, 
Bradley & Feeney. 

The San Francisco-based attor¬ 
ney groups are suing the insurance 
company Trip Assured Inc., for 


denying insurance benefits to a fam¬ 
ily that was forced to cancel a cruise 
to Mexico when one of its members 
unexpectedly fell ill and died. 

Filed in San Francisco Superior 
Court on July 15, the lawsuit 
claims that Howard and Margaret 
Burgess, 75, had planned a family 
cruise for their son Kenneth and 
his life partner Dennis Knebel. For 
peace of mind, including protec¬ 
tion from any incidents that may 
have arisen from traveling with se¬ 
niors, the family purchased travel 
insurance. Kenneth Burgess dis¬ 
closed his HIV-positive status to 


the company before the policy was 
purchased, and was told to simply 
provide a letter from a doctor in¬ 
dicating fitness to travel. 

In October 2003, Kenneth 
Burgess experienced a sudden and 
rapid deterioration in health, 
passing away just two days after 
the cruise was scheduled to start. 

Trip Assured has reportedly in¬ 
sisted that it is not required to pay 
benefits under the insurance con¬ 
tract because Kenneth Burgess’s 
illness could reasonably have been 
expected to result in the cancella- 
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29 July 2004 BAY AREA REPORTER 9 



Political battle lines 
drawn for November 


by Wayne Friday 


ith Senator John Kerry 
; - (D-Massachusetts) for¬ 
mally accepting the De¬ 
mocratic Party’s nomination for 
president tonight (Thursday, July 
29) in Boston’s Fleet Center, his 
vice presidential nominee, Senator 
John Edwards (D-North Caroli¬ 
na) having done so Wednesday 
night, delegates to the four-day 
convention head back to their 
home states feeling they have a 
pretty good chance of unseating 
Republican President George W. 
Bush in November. 



John Kerry tosses out first pitch 
at Fenway Park 


The nomination of the Kerry- 
Edwards ticket means the battle 
lines for the November general 
election have been clearly drawn. 
Republicans, after their late Au¬ 
gust convention in New York City, 
will likely focus on foreign policy, 
claiming that Kerry is lacking in 
that area, and painting the De¬ 
mocrats as somehow being unreli¬ 
able stewards in this dangerous 
post-September 11 world. 

While Democrats will point out 
that Kerry and Edwards have a 
plan of their own for fighting ter¬ 
rorism, Democrats feel that while 
the terrorist threat still looms big, it 
is still the economy, stupid. 

I think Kerry’s choice of Ed¬ 
wards as his running mate was a 
brilliant move. Edwards has fresh¬ 
ness and definite crowd appeal 
that only complements Kerry’s 
steadiness arrd experience, and 
having Edwards on the national 
ticket also makes working-class is¬ 
sues a very important part of the 
national debate. 

Indeed, where Kerry has most¬ 
ly made his military and political 
experience the core of his cam¬ 
paign leading up to the nomina¬ 
tion, it was Edwards who ran dur¬ 
ing the primaries on a theme that 
“today, under this president, there 
are two Americas, not one” - one 
favored, one forgotten. 

While some of the 12 percent 
to 15 percent of undecided voters 
who will reportedly decide this 
presidential election will cast their 
ballots against candidates, rather 
than being inspired to vote for a 
candidate, Edwards speaks direct¬ 
ly to blue-collar, labor union 
workers who were once the stal¬ 
wart base of the party, the so- 
called Reagan Democrats of the 
1980s, but who voted for Democ¬ 
rat Bill Clinton in the 1990s. 
Their votes are up for grabs this 
year and Edwards, the son of a 
mill worker, clearly has an under¬ 
standing of the working-class ex¬ 
perience and the role it plays in 


the nation. 

No question, the Kerry-Edwards 
ticket coming out of Boston this 
week offers a stark contrast to the 
Bush-Cheney ticket that Republi¬ 
cans will be putting forth. With the 
imminent threat of terrorism, both 
internationally and at home, many 
feel that this presidential election 
carries a gravity that America hasn’t 
seen in decades. 

In my view, Bush, a court-ap¬ 
pointed president, has taken this 
country down a dark and danger¬ 
ous road with his unnecessary war 
in Iraq and his failed economic 
and foreign policies, and the 
Kerry-Edwards ticket nominated 
this week by the Democratic Party 
offers this badly divided nation a 
chance to unite once again 
under new leadership. 

Democrats have 
ample reason to be excit¬ 
ed as they leave Boston 
this week and take their 
case to America’s vot¬ 
ers. The ticket of John 
Kerry and John Ed¬ 
wards clearly 
offers a re¬ 
freshing 
-change to what 
George W. Bush and Richard Ch¬ 
eney have wrought upon this 
country and it is now time for a 
new president of the United 
States. 

Politics and people 

Nader, again: There was Ralph 
Nader, pouting like a spurned 
politician (would Arnold call this 
guy a “girlie man”) after being ad¬ 
vised he wasn’t welcome at this 
week’s Democratic convention. 
This, after the guy had the balls to 
happily accept the 43,000 signa¬ 
tures that the Michigan Republi¬ 
can Party submitted on his behalf 
to ensure his appearance on the 
ballot in that state. 

Hey, I seldom make political 
predictions (they usually are 
wrong) but here’s one - Nader’s 
campaign eventually fails to get on 
enough state ballots to make his 
effort even credible, so after both 
national conventions are out of 
the way and he becomes irrele¬ 
vant, he finds a way to save face 
(both of them) and folds up his 
so-called campaign, claiming 
something like he “simply cannot 
take the chance of Bush getting re¬ 
elected” and grudgingly urges his 
supporters to back John Kerry (re¬ 
member, you read it here first). 

In Sacramento, the state bud¬ 
get impasse kept many Democra¬ 
tic members, even some of those 
who were elected delegates, from 
attending this week’s Boston con¬ 
vention. Assembly Speaker Fabi¬ 
an Nunez (D-Los Angeles) ad¬ 
mitted that he would have liked to 
attend the Democratic confab but 
said “actually, it’s no sweat off my 
back; I want to stay focused on 
this budget and get it done.” 

Senate President Pro Tern John 
Burton (D-San Francisco) had al¬ 
ready instructed the nine Senate 
Democrats who had planned to go 
to Boston to stay in the state, say¬ 
ing, “Nobody elected them to go to 
conventions, and I wasn’t going 
anyway.” Burton, in his usual self- 
important manner, seemed to be 
suggesting that if he wasn’t going 
to the convention it wasn’t impor¬ 
tant for anyone else to go. 

After a monthlong impasse 
that has all but ruined the bipar¬ 
tisan good will that marked Gov¬ 
ernor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s 


first nine months in office, the 
governor and Democratic leaders 
of the state Legislature announced 
Tuesday morning that they have 
agreed on an estimated $103 bil¬ 
lion budget for California. While 
the agreement still needs approval 
from two-thirds of the Democrat- 
controlled Legislature, lawmakers, 
some attending the Democratic 
National Convention in Boston 
were flying back to the Capitol 
and were expected to approve the 
compromise spending plan some¬ 
time this week. 

The San Jose Mercury News re¬ 
cently ran a front-page story on 
Representative David Dreier (R- 
California) calling the handsome, 
youthful-looking, 52-year-old 
bachelor congressman an 
“L.A.-area ally of 
Schwarzenegger and 
Bush (and is) the 
state’s most visible 
conservative in Con¬ 
gress.” While the ami¬ 
able and articulate 
Dreier has surely 
emerged as 
one of the 
GOP and Pres¬ 
ident Bush’s 
most frequent supporting faces on 
national television, Dreier appar¬ 
ently is also a political realist in 
that he quickly resisted the urging 
of Governor Schwarzenegger and 
other Republicans to challenge 
U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D- 
California) this year, for reasons 
best known only to Drier, I must 
assume. But then again maybe its 
because, as he told the Mercury 
News, “he gets more pleasure 
campaigning for other people 
than he does for himself.” Bush 
and Dreier have supposedly been 
friends since 1978 when both first 
ran for Congress - and lost, and 
with Bush facing a tough re-elec¬ 
tion race this year, TV viewers 
probably will continue to see a lot 
of Dreier on the president’s behalf. 

Indeed, Charlie Black, a top 
adviser to the Bush campaign, told 
the Mercury News that the Bush 
White House’s attitude is, “get him 
on every show you can.” As chair¬ 
man of the powerful House Rules 
Committee, Dreier plays an im¬ 
portant role on virtually very piece 
of legislation in Congress, and 
while the Southern California con¬ 
gressman is reportedly on record 
as being against a constitutional 
amendment banning same-sex 
marriage, we’d really be interested 
in where the powerful Bush ally 
stands on other issues affecting the 
LGBT community; one can only 
assume he follows the Bush anti¬ 
gay platform right down the line. 

Supes galore: Many San Fran¬ 
cisco supervisorial candidates last 
week turned in signatures to get 
on the ballot in several districts. In 
District 1 former Judge Lillian 
Sing submitted 2,724 signatures 
with the Department of Elections. 
That figure was over 900 more sig¬ 
natures than submitted by the in¬ 
cumbent, Jake McGoldrick. 
Sing: “Our neighborhood needs 
new leadership and my 23 years as 
a judge gives me the ability to see 
all sides of issues; this quality is 
needed if a leader is to build 
bridges over the walls that divide 
people. I am a compassionate 
problem-solver, and I will be a 
strong, effective lawmaker.” This 
column couldn’t agree more - the 
voters of District 1 would do well 
to elect Sing as their supervisor on 
page 10 ► 
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Who was 
Samuel Steward? 


by Liz Highleyman 

July 1909 (95 years ago this 
month): Samuel Steward is bom 
in Woodsfield, Ohio. 

T hrough his writing and his 
work with Dr. Alfred Kinsey, 
Samuel Steward - better 
known to many as Phil Andros - 
helped shed light on the gay male 
sexual cultures of the pre- 
Stonewall era. 

Steward was born in July 1909 
in Woodsfield, Ohio. He had a 
middle-class, midwestern up¬ 
bringing, and earned his under¬ 
graduate degree and Ph.D. at 
Ohio State University. 

While he was a stu¬ 
dent, Steward began a 
correspondence with 
Gertrude Stein and Alice B. 
Toklas, which developed into 
a long-term friend¬ 
ship after he visited 
them in Paris in 
1936. When they 
asked if he was gay, he 
replied that he went both ways: “I 
don’t see why I should go through 
life limping on just one leg to sat¬ 
isfy a so-called norm.” Steward 
spent his early career as a college 
teacher. He was fired from a posi¬ 
tion at Washington State Univer¬ 
sity after administrators deemed 
his first novel, Angels on the Bough 
(1936), too racy. He then moved 
to Chicago, where he taught at 
two Catholic universities, Loyola 
and DePaul. 

A colleague introduced Stew¬ 
ard to Dr. Kinsey in 1949, not long 
after the sex researcher had pub¬ 
lished his groundbreaking Sexual 
Behavior in the Human Male. Kin¬ 
sey’s revelation that a sizable por¬ 
tion of the population had en¬ 
gaged in homosexual activity 
“simply blasted this damn coun¬ 
try wide open,” Steward later re¬ 
called, adding that gay men re¬ 
garded Kinsey as a savior. 

Steward became an unofficial 
collaborator, providing Kinsey 
with information about the ho¬ 
mosexual cruising scene and the 
nascent leather-S/M subculture. 
Steward had gotten interested in 
S/M in his 20s. At the time, there 
were no specialty leather stores, 
and he bought his first leather 
jacket from Sears. Kinsey “went 
hog wild” over the small assort¬ 
ment of whips and other gear 
Steward had commissioned from 
a local saddler, and insisted on 
having everything duplicated for 
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his own collection. On one occa¬ 
sion, Kinsey arranged for Steward 
and a sadist from New York City 
to visit his institute in Blooming¬ 
ton, Indiana, where the two men 
were filmed engaging in S/M for 
three consecutive afternoons. 

Even before he met Kinsey, 
Steward had been a compulsive 
record-keeper. Over the years, he 
documented 5,000 sexual encoun¬ 
ters with 800 partners, including a 
brief affair with Our Town play¬ 
wright Thornton Wilder, a fling 
with Lord Alfred Douglas, and 
211 encounters with a woman 
named Emmy. Although he saw a 
few hustlers on a regular basis for 
many years, he never had a 
long-term lover. “It would be 
nice, you know, to have a 
man around the house,” he 
once wrote, “but if not, 
you settle for a dog.” 

By the early 1950s, 
Steward had grown 
frustrated as a 
teacher, describing 
DePaul as “a kind of 
co-ed religious 
kindergarten” and the student 
body as “cowed, clannish, and 
conformist.” As a sign of his “anti¬ 
intellectual revolt,” Steward - who 
played bit parts with various ballet 
and drama companies - decided 
to get a small tattoo for a role. He 
soon left teaching and became a 
tattoo artist himself, working 
under the name Phil Sparrow. 

Steward’s working-class clien¬ 
tele opened his eyes to “a much 
more vibrant and vital life than I’d 
ever had up to that time.” Tattoo¬ 
ing took much of his time away 
from socializing at gay venues, but 
that suited him fine, since sexual 
prospects now walked into his 
South State Street shop. “I didn’t 
have to go cruising,” he recalled. 
“They all came to me.” Steward 
had many sexual liaisons in his 
shop’s back room, often with men 
who did not identify as homosex¬ 
ual. “[I]t was a lot more natural 
than the phony middle-class 
morality that I had been familiar 
with,” he later told an interviewer. 

After Illinois raised the legal 
age for getting a tattoo, Steward 
moved to Oakland, California, in 
1965. Although he continued to 
work as a tattooist for a few more 
years, he devoted an increasing 
amount of time to his writing. 


Steward garnered the most ac¬ 
claim for gay male erotica written 
under the name Phil Andros 
(“lover of men”). With titles like 
$tud, The Greek Way , and Differ¬ 
ent Strokes , many of the tales relate 
the adventures of the narrator, 
Phil, a young hustler (based large¬ 
ly on the real-life experiences of 
Steward and his acquaintances). 
Unlike the guilty, self-pitying ho¬ 
mosexual characters typical of the 
era’s literature, Phil was exuberant 
and unapologetic. According to 
the late author John Preston, 
Steward was “a pilgrim reporting 
on the multi-faceted mysteries 
and fantasies of a sensual experi¬ 
ence that contradicted the mass- 
market concepts of the unhappy, 
guilt-ridden, tragicomic homo¬ 
sexual.” In the 1980s, Steward 
wrote a series of mystery novels 
(including Murder Is Murder Is 
Murder ) featuring Stein, Toklas, 
and a gay writer modeled after 
himself. 

Steward died in 1993 at the age 
of 84. Men like Steward “who were 
willing to be themselves when 
doing such was dangerous and il¬ 
legal,” says author and leatherman 
Jack Rinella, “paved the way for 
you and me to live our lives open¬ 
ly and proudly.” ▼ 


Liz Highleyman is a freelance 
writer and editor who has 
written widely on health, 
sexuality, and politics. She can 
be reached care of this 
publication or at 
PastOut@qsyndicate.com. 


Suggested reading 

Kissack, Terence (editor). 
2000. "Alfred Kinsey and 
Homosexuality in the '50s: 
The Recollections of Samuel 
Morris Steward." Journal of 
the History of Sexuality. 
Steward, Samuel. 1977. 
Dear Sammy: Letters from 
Gertrude Stein and Alice B. 
Toklas (Houghton). 

Steward, Samuel. 1990. A 
Social History of the Tattoo 
with Gangs , Sailors , and 
Street-Corner Punks, 1950- 
1965 (Haworth). 
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November 2. 

Other candidates who turned in 
signatures include District 5 hope¬ 
fuls Robert Haaland (2,000 signa¬ 
tures), Joseph Blue (1,200-plus), 
and Ross Mirkarimi (more than 

I, 000); Renee Saucedo in District 
9 (more than 1,000); and Myrna 
Lim (2,400 signatures) in District 

II. The signatures, once verified, 
allow the candidates to waive the 
$500 filing fee; at least 1,000 veri¬ 
fied signatures are required. 

And finally, at this week’s De¬ 
mocratic convention, the Human 
Rights Campaign chucked gay-fa¬ 
vorite comedian Margaret Cho. 
Citing potential media backlash, 
the HRC apparently uninvited the 
controversial comedian from per¬ 
forming at a Monday night 
“Unity” gala. “We didn’t want to 
censor her, so we made other 
plans,”said HRC’s Mark Shields. 
HRC was apparently hoping to 


keep in line with the Democratic 
Party plan to lowball the Bush¬ 
bashing at the four-day confab. 

More on the convention: For¬ 
mer Maine U.S. Senator (and am¬ 
bassador) George Mitchell, now 
chairman of the board of Disney, 
introduced Senator Dianne Fein- 
stein (D-California) at a gala 
Monday luncheon in her honor 
for the California delegation. 
Mitchell was Senate majority 
leader when Feinstein first went to 
the U.S. Senate and the two are 
longtime friends. Incidentally, 
both Assemblyman Mark Leno 
(D-San Francisco) and Supervisor 
Be van Dufty managed to attend 
the Feinstein luncheon before 
boarding planes back to Sacra¬ 
mento and San Francisco, respec¬ 
tively. Sources tell me that both 
the veteran Senator Feinstein and 
San Francisco’s new young mayor, 
Gavin Newsom, are getting the 
political rock-star treatment 
everywhere they appear this week 
in Boston. 

And how was your week? ▼ 
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fJCKfTS ON SALE NOW! 

JOIN US FOR THE RENO GAY PRIDE FESTIVAL 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21 

PROUD SPONSORS OF 


SPECIAL ROOM RATES 

AVGUST IP 

$ 49 " 

AUGUST 20 -21 

$1A099 


RESORT ♦ CASINO ♦ RENO R eno Gay Pri 

1 - 800 -MUST-SEE • SILVERLEGAa.COM 

Per night, plus tax and resort fee. All offers are subject to availability. 

Excludes holidays & special events. Not available to groups or conventions. Please ask for code: PRIDE04 


AIDS agencies 
welcome 
funding reprieve 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


eading off what could have 
been devastating funding 
cuts, city officials spared 
three AIDS agencies from the 
budget ax. It was welcome news to 
the agencies’ leaders, who thanked 
several supervisors for securing 
the funds. 

“I want to thank Supervisor 
Gerardo Sandoval for his leader¬ 
ship of the budget committee and 
his shared commitment - along 
with Supervisors Tom Ammiano, 
Chris Daly and Bevan Dufty - to 
the HIV community in these chal¬ 
lenging times,” said Brett An¬ 
drews, the executive director of 
Positive Resource Center. 

On Tuesday, July 27 the super¬ 
visors gave their final approval to 
the city’s budget, which added 
back $28 million in cuts suggest¬ 
ed by Mayor Gavin Newsom to 
close a projected $307 million 
deficit. Out of $11 million added 
back to the city’s health depart¬ 
ment budget, $2.6 million is ear¬ 
marked for AIDS and HIV ser¬ 


vices. 

“We heard the voices and pleas 
of people in the AIDS community 
and we listened,” said Sandoval at 
a press conference earlier this 
month in announcing the budget 
restorations. 

Andrews said the $140,000 in 
restored city funding to PRC will 
net the agency $420,000 due to 
federal matching funds. The 
money will allow the agency to 
serve 400 people this year. 

“It is flat line funding from last 
year but we are certainly happy 
and pleased to take that,” said An¬ 
drews. 

The city’s support of the 
agency also strengthens PRC’s ne¬ 
gotiating stance for additional 
funding from the state. 

“We are in discussions with the 
state Department of Rehabilita¬ 
tion to move into a cooperative 
agreement,” explained Andrews. 

At Shanti, Executive Director 
Hywel Sims said the agency would 
receive $400,000 due to the add- 
back in city funds. The money will 
help it offer emotional support 
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Net hookup goes awry 


by Jane Warner 


B eck’s Motorlodge, 2222 Mar¬ 
ket Street, July 24, 1:15 a.m.: 
A man met another man 
over the Internet and the two 
agreed to meet in the Castro. The 
next day, they met at a local bar 
and then they met a third man on 
the street. The trio decided to con¬ 
tinue their party at Beck’s Motor- 
lodge. Once in their room, the first 
man went to the bathroom. When 
he returned, his new Internet 
buddy was gone and so was his 
wallet. The third man, who was still 
in the room, denied any knowledge 
of the theft, stating the suspect told 
him he was just going to the store. 
The suspect - described as African 
American, 25-30 years old, 5 feet 8 
inches tall, 155 pounds, and wear¬ 
ing a black T-shirt and baggy jeans 
- never returned. The victim filed a 
report with police. 

Hit and run 

18^ and Dolores streets, July 25, 
9:44 a.m.: Annoyed by a car alarm, 
a woman looked out her window 
and saw the offending vehicle with 
a man inside climbing over the 


front seat. “Is that your car?” the 
woman yelled down. “No,” the 
man answered, “is it yours?” He 
then got out and started walking 
toward Dolores Park. Knowing 
there had been a lot of car break- 
ins the last couple of weeks, the 
woman called police. Officers re¬ 
sponded to the area and 
found the suspect stand¬ 
ing in front of the Do 
lores Park Cafe. “You 
guys already stopped 
me,” the man said, as 
he handed officers a 
SFPD release form. 

An officer looked 
at the form and 
ran a check, find¬ 
ing the man had 
been detained ear¬ 
lier that same morning on an in¬ 
vestigation of another car break- 
in on Florida Street. The suspect 
had been issued a release form be¬ 
cause the owner of the burglarized 
r car couldn’t be located. This time, 
however, officers did locate the 
owner, who inspected her car and 
reported two pairs of sunglasses 
missing from the glove box. The 
officers searched the detained 
man and found the sunglasses in¬ 


side his coat pocket. The alleged 
thief, 33, was taken to Mission Sta¬ 
tion and booked accordingly. 

Gunnin’ for a ride 

Fronting Sparky’s, 242 Church 
Street, July 26, 11 p.m.: A cabbie 
picked up a man on the corner of 
Duncan and Church. As they 
drove past 15™ Street, the 
cabbie looked in his 
rearview mirror and 
was shocked to see 
that his passenger had 
placed a handgun on 
the seat beside him. 
Fearing for his life, 
the cabbie began 
to talk to the sus¬ 
pect, telling him to 
take it easy. The 
suspect, who appeared intoxicat¬ 
ed, didn’t say anything or attempt 
to pick up the gun. As the cab 
neared Sparky’s diner on Church 
Street, the cabbie slammed on the 
brakes, jumped out of the vehicle, 
and ran into the restaurant, telling 
the waiter to call 911. The suspect, 
described as a white male in his 
20s, wearing a T-shirt and blue 
jeans, got out of the car and was 
last seen by witnesses walking 
westbound on 15™ Street. Re¬ 
sponding police searched the. area 
and found the suspect hiding be¬ 
tween parked cars on 14™ and 
Landers. The suspect was taken 
into custody at gunpoint. During 
a search of his clothing, a loaded 
.38 caliber handgun was found 
tucked in his waistband. The man, 
23, was taken to Mission Station 
and booked for possession of a 
firearm. ▼ 


Positive Resource Center Executive Director Brett Andrews, right, 
shakes hands with Supervisor Jake McGoldrick at a news conference 
earlier this month announcing the restoration of AIDS funding. In the 
background are Mayor Gavin Newsom, Supervisor Gerardo Sandoval, 
and Shanti Executive Director Hywel Sims. 
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LGBT scholarship fund celebrates milestones 


by Zak Szymanski 


> he Point Foundation, the 
| first and largest nationwide 
LGBT scholarship fund, 
made two major announcements 
this month. It has just awarded 
$500,000 worth of college schol¬ 
arships to 25 young LGBT people 
across the United States. And it 
has hired Vance Lancaster, the for¬ 
mer director of strategic giving at 
the Gill Foundation, as its new ex¬ 
ecutive director. 

With a distinguished academ¬ 
ic background, experience in both 
for-profit and nonprofit corpora¬ 
tions, and extensive service to the 
LGBT community, Lancaster was 
the perfect choice to lead the or¬ 
ganization in its mission to edu¬ 
cate and empower tomorrow’s 
LGBT leaders, Point Foundation 
officials said. 

“The foundation has seen such 
rapid growth since it began just 
three years ago, and we realized 
that we needed someone with 
Vance’s unique blend of develop¬ 
ment skills and academic experi¬ 
ence as we continue to be success¬ 
ful in the future, ” said Bruce 
Lindstrom, founder and chairman 
of the Point Foundation. “We’re 
thrilled to have Vance on board.” 

Lancaster’s annual salary is 
$100,000. The foundation’s annu¬ 
al budget was $1.3 million for its 
just-completed fiscal year. 

Lindstrom added that just 
mentioning Lancaster’s name has 
been an asset; when philan¬ 
thropist Michael Huffington 
learned that Lancaster had been 
selected as executive director, he 


pledged a $100,000 matching 
grant to the foundation. 

For Lancaster, too, the move 
has apparently been a good one. 

“I’m delighted to join the 
foundation during this period of 
tremendous growth and opportu¬ 
nity,” said Lancaster. “The Point 
Foundation is truly making a dif¬ 
ference in th\e lives of students 
who need our support to become 
leaders in both the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender com¬ 
munity and in their own commu¬ 
nities.” 

Recipients of Point Founda¬ 
tion scholarships are “students of 
distinction” who represent the di¬ 
versity of the community. This 
year, they include several Califor¬ 
nia natives or students: Cris Beam, 
a San Francisco native, who is 
pursuing her MFA in journalism 
and nonfiction writing at Colum¬ 
bia University; Matthew Cardi¬ 
nal, who is pursuing his master’s 


Trans panic’ 

◄ page 3 

the time.” 

Which is why Daley believes 
there is somewhat of an anti- 
trans-panic precedent already in 
existence: it’s called hate crimes 
legislation. The Araujo case was 
seemingly incongruous to existing 
state law, which designates crimes 
as even more serious when they 
are committed on the basis of a 
victim’s sexual orientation or gen¬ 
der identity. Araujo’s alleged 
killers, meanwhile, were claiming 


degree in sociology at the Univer¬ 
sity of California at Irvine; John 
Downey Jr., a student at Stanford 
Medical School; Zach Zyskowski, 
who is working on his undergrad¬ 
uate degree in communications at 
the University of California at Los 
Angeles; and Alyn Libman, a 
transgender man raised in Los 
Angeles now working on a degree 
in political science and sociology 
at the University of California at 
Berkeley. 

Libman is the first female-to- 
male recipient of the scholarship. 
Growing up in Los Angeles as a 
gender non-conforming child, 
Libman was harassed, stigmatized 
and ostracized by peers and teach¬ 
ers, Nevertheless he had the 
strength to be involved in a vari¬ 
ety of activist projects, serving as 
a state organizer for the “Day of 
Silence” project, and testifying in 
front of the California state Sen¬ 
ate about youth and transgender 


her transgender status as the very 
reason for their violence. 

“As a state, we’ve already said 
bias crimes will enhance sen¬ 
tences, not mitigate them,” said 
Daley. “I don’t believe it is a fair 
trial if it incorporates the very bias 
that motivated the crime in the 
first place.” 

Change the law? 

Former San Francisco prose¬ 
cutor Jim Hammer agrees, and 
has joined Daley in the effort to 
prohibit gay- and trans-panic de¬ 
fenses from reducing the charges, 
convictions, or sentences in crim- 


issues. At Berkeley, he was the only 
freshman accepted into the Phi 
Alpha Delta pre-law fraternity. He 
plans to be a civil rights attorney 
and eventually work for the 
American Civil Liberties Union or 
Lambda Legal Defense and Edu¬ 
cation Fund, he said. 

“My career has taught me lead¬ 
ership skills, discipline and com¬ 
mitment,” said Libman of his 
award. “I chose to be a leader be¬ 
cause nobody else was going to 
fight my battles for me.” 

The Point Foundation serves as 
“a lifeline,” according to Lancast¬ 
er, and is “the only organization 
that covers the cost of tuition, 
books, supplies, room and board, 
transportation, and living expens¬ 
es in a substantial manner.” 

The average award is $14,000. 

“Because of homophobia and 
transphobia in their hometowns, 
and often within their own fami¬ 
lies, Point scholars lack access to 


inal proceedings. 

The openly gay Hammer - 
who is perhaps best known for se¬ 
curing convictions against the 
owners of the vicious dogs that at¬ 
tacked and killed victim Diane 
Whipple in 2001 - points to an¬ 
other precedent when it comes to 
prohibiting certain defenses: the 
California Legislature’s removal of 
the “diminished capacity” defense 
in response to Dan White’s 1979 
manslaughter conviction for the 
shooting deaths of San Francisco 
Mayor George Moscone and 
openly gay Supervisor Harvey 
Milk. White’s depression, com¬ 
bined with his mass consumption 
of high-sugar foods, caused his in¬ 
stability when he entered City 
Hall in 1978 with a gun and head¬ 
ed for the offices of his political 
opponents, his defense team ar¬ 
gued, in what later became known 
as the “Twinkie defense.” 

“I think the appropriate re¬ 
sponse to the hung jury in the 
Araujo trial is to change the law,” 
said Hammer, noting that the re¬ 
vision could follow the example of 
the White-inspired “diminished 
capacity” prohibition, which pre¬ 
cluded experts from declaring a 
person generally incapable, but 
did not rule out “diminished ac¬ 
tuality” which allows a defendant 
to claim his own state of mind 
during the moment of the crime. 

One way to make trans-panic 
evidence inadmissible without 
compromising a fair trial, said 
Hammer, is to prohibit expert tes¬ 
timony that introduces or lends 
credence to the concept. The 
Araujo trial featured a psycholo¬ 
gist’s testimony that heterosexual 
males could be expected to react 
with violence toward a transgen¬ 
der partner, and purported ex¬ 
perts always tend to “give a nice 
sheen to prejudice. They give it 
that professional gloss,” said Ham¬ 
mer, who added that even if a 
young man’s heterosexuality was 
understandably threatened by a 
transgender person, “what does 
that have to do with making a case 
for murder?” 

Another way to diminish the 
panic defense is to codify it with¬ 
in statewide jury instructions that 
forbid a jury from allowing it to 
mitigate the seriousness of a 
crime. 

Requesting anonymity, one 
openly LGBT defense attorney in 
the Bay Area said that while he is 
personally offended by gay-panic 
defenses, he answers to an ethical 
duty to build the best case for his 
client, even if his client claims ho¬ 
mophobic reasons for a crime. 

But changing the law, said 


traditional sources of college 
funding,” said Lancaster. 

Point scholars receive not just 
money but mentors; they are 
matched with professionals who 
provide personal support and 
guidance. For those whose pasts 
include rejection, poverty, and 
family abandonment, the oppor¬ 
tunities for networking can pro¬ 
vide a vision for the future. 

Since its founding, the Point 
Foundation has invested more 
than $1 million in scholarships, 
and it plans to double the number 
of awardees next year, to 50 stu¬ 
dents. The foundation pledges 
that every dollar donated goes to 
scholarships, because the 
founders, the board of directors, 
and an anonymous donor cover 
all the administrative costs. 

For more information on this 
year’s Point scholars, or to make a 
donation, visit www.thepoint- 
foundation.org. T 


Hammer, would take that ethical 
question out of the equation, 
while still allowing defendants to 
describe their state of mind and 
claim they did not act with pre¬ 
meditation. But the victim herself 
would not have been on trial if 
these guidelines existed for the 
Araujo trial. 

“The effect of letting the panic 
defense into evidence sends a sig¬ 
nal to society that this happens 
and you can argue that it’s the 
fault of the transgender person, 
that somehow it’s less serious be¬ 
cause the victim was transgender,” 
said Hammer. “It plays into the 
fear and discomfort of jurors who 
probably don’t know a transgen¬ 
der person and it causes juries to 
sympathize with the murderers 
instead of the victims.” 

On the flipside, he said, if 
panic defenses were forbidden, 
“then we send a message to soci¬ 
ety that we don’t care if the vic¬ 
tims were transgender or gay, 
we’re not going to treat the crime 
differently.” 

Daley emphasized that during 
the Araujo trial, attorneys went 
beyond creating a defense they 
hoped would pass the “heat of the 
moment” test, and with the tactics 
they were allowed to use, “were 
not simply relying on the alleged 
beliefs of their clients, they were 
raising questions about Gwen’s 
conduct and about how transgen¬ 
der people are supposed to oper¬ 
ate in our society,” he said, noting 
that Araujo’s reported sexuality 
and flirtatiousness were treated as 
crimes. Interestingly, the prosecu¬ 
tion never reciprocated by em¬ 
phasizing that a group of men had 
sought out sex with an underage 
woman and later sexually assault¬ 
ed her to determine her genitals. 

“There should never again be a 
trial where somebody comes in and 
says ‘I killed so-and-so because they 
were a transgender person and I 
can still say I didn’t plan it, because 
I was upset,”’ said Hammer. 

In strategizing their next steps, 
said Daley, advocates are going to 
take defense attorney concerns 
into consideration and make sure 
that whatever is written still “al¬ 
lows them to do their job.” In¬ 
cluding other groups in the legis¬ 
lation - those covered by existing 
hate crimes legislation, for in¬ 
stance - might also be an ap¬ 
proach that could benefit a greater 
number of people, like victims of 
rape or racially motivated crimes. 

Hammer said he knows first¬ 
hand that education (and affirm¬ 
ing legislation) pays off: while he 
was prosecuting the dog mauling 
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HIV (+) Volunteers Needed 
for a 2 Week Research Study 
of an Investigational Antiviral 


Study Participants will be paid $1,500 

You may be eligible to participate if you: 

1. Are HIV + with T-cells > 200 
and a viral load > 2,000. 

2. Have previously failed treatment 

with Efavirenz (sustiva), Viramune (nevirapine), 
or Rescriptor (delavirdine). 

3. Are currently off, or willing 
to stop, HIV therapy for 6 weeks 



RESEARCH 


For more information, 
contact Dr. Jacob Laiezari at 
Quest Clinical Research, (415) 353-0800. 
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Unique gay scene in New York City 



by Ed Walsh 


t can be so segmented here 
that if you want to find a bar 
with tall blond men with cow¬ 
boy hats and boots you can find 
one,” answered A1 Ridolfo, man¬ 
ager of Chelsea Pines Inn in Man¬ 
hattan, when asked about what’s 
unique about New York’s gay 
scene. 

That uniqueness and the ex¬ 
citement of being in the city that 
never sleeps continues to be a big 
draw for LGBT tourists. The city 
is experiencing a renaissance to its 
tourism industry that was devas¬ 
tated by the September 11 terror¬ 
ist attacks and is looking forward 
to being showcased during the Re¬ 
publican convention next month. 
Those in the city’s hospitality in¬ 
dustry have high hopes that this 
summer will herald a return to the 
business they saw before 9/11. 
Tourism is New York’s number 
one industry, as it is in San Fran¬ 
cisco, and gay tourists account for 
a big bite of the Big Apple’s tourist 
dollar. 

Besides the wide variety of gay 
nightclubs, history is part of what 
makes New York different from 
other destinations popular with 
gay travelers. The city is celebrat¬ 
ing the 35th anniversary of the 
Stonewall riots this summer. The 
Stonewall Inn, in the Greenwich 
Village neighborhood, still draws 
a steady stream of LGBT tourists 
from all over the world. 

But Stonewall is not the first 
gay bar in New York. The nearby 
Julius bar is credited with that 


honor. It was a former Depres¬ 
sion-era speakeasy that gradually 
evolved into a gay bar in the 
1960s. Part of Boys in the Band 
was filmed there. Julius also made 
history in 1966. That’s when, in 
the presence of the New York 
press, Dick Leitsh, the president of 
the Mattachine Society, an¬ 
nounced he was homosexual to 
the bartender and asked for a 
drink. To comply with the New 
York Liquor Authority, the bar¬ 
tender refused. Leitsh planned to 
sue to get the law overturned. In¬ 
stead, the authority agreed to vol¬ 
untarily rescind the rule after 
lawyers told officials they had little 
chance of winning in court. 

Stonewall, located at 53 
Christopher Street (a.k.a. 


Stonewall Place), and Julius at 159 
West 10th Street are two of the 
must-see stops for tourists inter¬ 
ested in gay history. 

Nightlife 

New York’s two major gay en¬ 
tertainment publications, Next 
and HX, are devoted to publishing 
running lists of the ever-changing 
gay club scene. There are a hand¬ 
ful of bathhouses in Manhattan 
and more than three dozen sex 
clubs, several catering exclusively 
to men of color; others are target¬ 
ed toward various fetishes or age 
groups. The Wall Street Sauna 
bathhouse, however, was ordered 
shut down by an appeals court 
earlier this month after city health 
department inspectors observed 


numerous instances of unsafe sex 
in the club since June 2003. 

Most of the older, established 
clubs are in the Greenwich Village 
area, south of 14th Street and west 
of Broadway. Many of the newer 
clubs are in the neighboring 
Chelsea District, north of the Vil¬ 
lage, along 8th Avenue. 

The Hell’s Kitchen area, near 
8th, 9th, and 10th avenues be¬ 
tween West 39th and West 55th 
streets is also home to a number 
of gay clubs and a growing gay 
residential area. 

The landmark church turned 
disco, Avalon, on 6th Avenue at W. 
20th Street, remains a popular gay 
dance spot Sunday nights. At 
Roxy, 515 W. 18th Street, between 
10th and 11th avenues, still packs 
them in on Saturday nights. 

Popular lesbian bars include 
Henrietta Hudson, located at 438 
Hudson Street, and Crazy Nanny’s 
at 21 7th Avenue. 

Where to stay 

The city has two excellent gay 
bed and breakfasts: Chelsea Pines 
Inn at 317 West 14th Street and 
the Colonial House Inn at 318 
West 22nd Street. Room rates 
range from $80 to $140, a bargain, 
by New York standards. 

The Chelsea Pines is perfectly 
situated on the border of the 
Greenwich Village and Chelsea 
neighborhoods in the heart of gay 
New York and is a great choice for 
LGBT travelers. Although most of 
its visitors are gay men, lesbians 
are welcomed. Each of the 25 
guest rooms is dedicated to a star 
from the Golden Age of Holly¬ 


wood. Coffee and cookies are 
served 24 hours in the lounge that 
opens into an indoor and outdoor 
patio. 

The Colonial House is in the 
heart of the gay Chelsea district, 
within easy walking distance of 
some of the city’s hottest gay 
clubs. It has 20 units. Like the 
Chelsea Pines, it has an indoor 
lounge with free coffee 24 hours. 
It also has a rooftop deck for sun¬ 
bathing and socializing. 

About 80 percent of its clients 
are gay men, but it welcomes 
everyone, including those looking 
for a break from a generic hotel 
experience. 

If you like to travel in high 
style, you’ll have plenty to choose 
from in New York but expect to 
shell, a minimum of $250 a night. 
Among the large gay-friendly ho- 
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For more information 

HX magazine: www.hx.com 
Next magazine: 
www.nextm agaz ine.net 
Chelsea Pines Inn, includes 
gay guide: www.chelseap- 
inesinn.com 

NYC & Company, the city's 
official tourism marketing 
organization: 

www.nycvisit.com or (212) 
484-1200. Call or e-mail for 
a free guide. 

New York City Gay and Les¬ 
bian Center: www.gaycen- 
ter.org or (212) 620-7310. 


Tree’ keeps 
Stonewall 
rooted in history 


by Ed Walsh 


' tonewall. 

V, He never gets tired of 

v talking about it. And he gets 
asked about it a lot. 

His name is Tree. He is a self- 
proclaimed “bartender extraordi¬ 
naire” who holds court in New 
York’s landmark Stonewall Inn bar 
Thursdays through Sundays from 
5 to 10 p.m. He was there during 
the 1969 riots outside the 
Stonewall that are credited with 
jump-starting the then-fledgling 
gay rights struggle. 

Stonewall Inn is a frequent 
stop of gay tourists who visit the 
city. 

“If I had a dollar for every 
tourist who came in here to take 
pictures, I’d be a millionaire,” Tree 
told the Bay Area Reporter. 

Far from being jaded, Tree, 65, 
is delighted to share stories and his 
perspective on the state of gay 
rights today. 

He and his fellow bartender, 
Johnny Pool, are the two employ¬ 
ees currently working at Stonewall 
who were also there during the 
riots. Pool now spends his sum¬ 
mers bartending on Fire Island, 
leaving Tree to entertain visitors 
and locals alike with stories of old 
gay New York. 

Journalists from around the 
world have interviewed Tree. He 
talked extensively with David 



Stonewall bartender Tree 


Carter, author of the recently re¬ 
leased book, Stonewall: The Riots 
that Sparked a Gay Revolution. He 
says the book does an excellent job 
of distilling the truth of what real¬ 
ly happened at the bar 35 years ago. 

And yes, he said, Tree is really 
his real name. 

“I’m like Madonna and Cher,” 
the man with one name told the 
B.A.R. When pressed on how he 
got the name, Tree shaded the 
truth, “It’s because I get taller 
when I lay down.” 

Tree had the night of the 
Stonewall riots off from work. He 
had recently quit his bartender job 
at Stonewall and was working at 
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Gay Peace Corps members serve in silence 



by Matthew S. Bajko 


B eing sent to some of the 
world’s most desolate, rural 
or war-torn areas as a Peace 
Corps volunteer is challenging 
enough. For gays and lesbians, 
they face the additional difficulty 
of having to hide their sexuality. 

While the federal volunteer 
agency does not discriminate 
based on sexual orientation, it 
does warn lesbian, gay, and bisex¬ 
ual applicants that life in the Peace 
Corps will require a return to the 
closet. Many countries where 
Peace Corps volunteers are sent 
outlaw homosexuality, and one’s 
life can be in danger if villagers 
learn a volunteer is attracted to 
the same sex. 

“We will never tell you not to 
come out in your village but you 
are told what could happen if you 
do,” said Kate Kuykendall, an out 
lesbian who served in China from 
1999 to 2001. She now works as a 
community recruiter for the Peace 
Corps’ San Francisco office. 

Despite these realities, many 
LGB people opt to serve overseas. 

“I wasn’t going to let my sexu¬ 
ality stop me from doing some¬ 
thing I wanted to do. I wanted to 
have that challenge and that expe¬ 
rience. It’s two years of your life. 
It’s nothing,” said Tori Wilson, 
who served in Jamaica from 1998 
to 2001, and is partners with 
Kuykendall. 

She said her experience taught 
her that “I am more than just my 
sexuality.” 

By 2007, the Peace Corps is 
aiming to double its number of 
volunteers serving worldwide to 


14,000. Out of the 7,000 Ameri¬ 
cans serving, more than 10 per¬ 
cent are Californians, with 355 
frorn the Bay Area. 

In fact, the agency’s top pro¬ 
ducer of corps volunteers is the 
University of California at Berke¬ 
ley, which has produced more 
than 3,000 corps members since 
the agency began in 1961. 

With the Bay Area’s reputation 
as a mecca for gays and lesbians, it 
is no surprise many queer people 
opt for service in the corps. Gay 
corps veterans say LGB people are 
well suited for volunteer service, 
having already experienced being 
on the outside of mainstream so¬ 
ciety and living in a separate cul¬ 
tural dynamic. 

They have formed their own 
alumni organization, the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual Returned Peace 


Corps Volunteer Association, with 
the aim of promoting Peace Corps 
ideals as well as acceptance of gays 
and lesbians throughout the 
world. They also serve as mentors 
for those LGB people thinking of 
joining the corps. 

It is not always easy. As Eric 
Shea, a current gay volunteer in 
Kenya, writes in the August issue 
of the gay alumni group’s newslet¬ 
ter, it requires accepting clear 
boundaries between being a gay 
person and a corps member. 

“I lead a double life as a volun¬ 
teer. There’s me in the organiza¬ 
tion: active and out, pushing 
Peace Corps Kenya to embrace all 
volunteers,” writes Shea. “And 
there’s me at my work site: passive 
and willing to assimilate, believing 
that I need to be led by the people 

V with whom I live. 

-A— - 


“It is tough to be a volunteer, 
but to be a gay volunteer is 
tougher,” adds Shea. 

At a July 20 talk sponsored by 
the Commonwealth Club, Wilson 
and other returning gay Peace 
Corps volunteers talked about 
how they reconciled serving in si¬ 
lence after living openly in the Bay 
Area as a gay man or woman. 

Only in Jamaica’s major cities 
could gays feel safe, said Wilson. 

“Jamaica is very homophobic,” 
she said. 

Most of the gay men there are 
placed in Kingston, the country’s 
capital, where they are safe to be 
themselves, she said. The ones 
who protest and request to be sent 
to a village, often quickly return to 
the city, said Wilson. 

“In the countryside there is no 
gay community,no connection*no 


understanding, just pure hostility” 
to homosexuality, she said. “It was 
really scary in the beginning. If my 
community knew, there would be 
no way I could be there anymore. 
They would have had to move me 
to another part of the island.” 

“There is absolutely no gay 
scene there,” said Timothy Mah of 
the African state The Gambia, 
where he volunteered from 2001 
to 2003. “There was a coup in 
1996. Before that there was an un¬ 
derground scene there but it was 
crushed by the government. There 
is no acknowledgment of homo¬ 
sexuality in the rural areas.” 

Mah, who never disclosed his 
sexuality to his peers in the village 
he lived in, said the people of The 
Gambia in the larger cities see 
tourists who are gay, but do not 
believe their own people could be 
homosexuals. 

“To them homosexuality is 
something brought in by foreign¬ 
ers,” he said. 

While serving in Bulgaria from 
2000 to 2002, and in East Timor in 
2003, Michael Michel said some 
people he met suspected he was 
gay, but it was never openly dis¬ 
cussed. 

“In Bulgaria we didn’t talk 
about it. I sensed there was some 
hostility but it was never verbal¬ 
ized,” said Michel. “I am sure peo¬ 
ple thought it of me.” 

He acknowledged that in both 
countries, though, same-sex cou¬ 
ples were living in relative safety. 

“In both countries other Peace 
Corps volunteers knew of gay 
couples living freely and openly. 
In both towns they were accept¬ 
ed,” he said. “I don’t know how it 
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STANDARD TIME 
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Sustiva in combination therapy: 

"An HIV med that's keeping up with me. 


I'm going with that.' 


HIV medication with 
as many goals as you. 


Drew Mercer 

world Traveler 


1 


Once Daily 
SUSTIVA 


• PROVEN TO KEEP VIRAL LEVELS 
UNDETECTABLE FOR A LONG 
TIME IN COMBINATION THERAPY" 

• HELPS REBUILD YOUR 
NATURAL IMMUNE SYSTEM 
-RAISES KELL COUNT 

• GENERALLY WELL TOLERATED 
WITH ESTABLISHED SAFETY PROFILE 

• #1 PRESCRIBED MEDICATION 
OF ITS KIND 7 


* Up to 112 weeks. 

1 Based on IMS Retail and Moil Qrdei Perspective. 
May 1999-March 2004. 


individual results may vary. 


INDICATION: SUSTIVA (efavirenz) is used in combination 
with other medicines to treat people who are infected with 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). 

SUSTIVA does not cure HIV or prevent passing 
HIV to others. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION: SUSTIVA should not 
be taken with Hismanal® (astemizole), Propulsid® (cisapride), 
Versed® (midazolam), Halcion® (triazolam), or ergot derivatives. 
Tell your doctor about any medications or herbal products 
(particularly St. John's wort) that you are taking. 

Many patients have dizziness, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, 
trouble concentrating, and/or unusual dreams. These feelings 
tend to go away after taking the medication for a few weeks. 
A small number of patients have reported severe depression, 
strange thoughts, or angry behavior. There have been a few 


SUSTIVA and the SUNBURST LOGO are registered trademarks of Bristol-Myers Squibb Pharma Company. 

© 2004 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 U.S.A. T4-K0036B-02-04 

Please see important information about SUSTIVA on the next page. 


reports of suicide but it is not known if SUSTIVA (efavirenz) 
was the cause. Rash is another common side effect. Rashes 
usually go away without any change in treatment. Rash may 
be a serious problem in some children. If you or your child 
develop a rash, call your doctor right away. 

Women should not become pregnant or breastfeed while 
taking SUSTIVA. 

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking 
anti-HIV medicines. The cause and long-term effects are not 
known at this time. 

You should take SUSTIVA on an empty stomach, preferably at 
bedtime. Taking SU&TIVA with food increases the amount of 
medicine in your body, which may increase the frequency of 
side effects. Taking SUSTIVA at bedtime may make some side 
effects less bothersome. 


SflSTlVA 

(efavirenz) ft 0 ,,*.! 


Ask your doctor if Once Daily SUSTIVA is right for you. 
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PATIENT INFORMATION 

SUSTIVA® (sus -TEE-vah) 
[efavirenz (eh-FAH-vih-rehnz)] 

capsules and tablets 

ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT be 
taken with SUSTIVA. 

Please also read the section “MEDICINES YOU SHOULD 
NOT TAKE WIXH SUSTIVA.” 

Read this information before you start taking SUSTIVA 
(efavirenz). Read it again each time you refill your prescrip¬ 
tion, in case there is any new information. This leaflet provides 
a summary about SUSTIVA and does not include everything there 
is to know about your medicine. This information is not meant 
to take the place of talking with your doctor. 

What is SUSTIVA? 

SUSTIVA is a medicine used in combination with other med¬ 
icines to help treat infection with Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV), the virus that causes AIDS (acquired immune defi¬ 
ciency syndrome). SUSTIVA is a type of anti-HIV drug called 
a “non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor" (NNRTI). 

SUSTIVA works by lowering the amount of HIV in the blood 
(viral load). SUSTIVA must be taken with other anti-HIV med¬ 
icines. When taken with other anti-HIV medicines, SUSTIVA 
has been shown to reduce viral load and increase the number 
of CD4 cells, a type of immune cell in blood. SUSTIVA may 
not have these effects in every patient. 

SUSTIVA does not cure HIV or AIDS. People taking SUSTIVA 
may still develop other infections and complications. Therefore, 
it is very important that you stay under the care of your doctor. 

SUSTIVA has not been shown to reduce the risk of passing 
HIV to others. Therefore, continue to practice safe sex, and do 
not use or share dirty needles. 

What are the possible side effects of SUSTIVA? 

Serious psychiatric problems. A small number of patients expe¬ 
rience severe depression, strange thoughts, or angry behavior 
while taking SUSTIVA. Some patients have thoughts of suicide 
and a few have actually committed suicide. These problems tend 
to occur more often in patients who have had mental illness. 
Contact your doctor right a way if you think you are having these 
psychiatric symptoms, so your doctor can decide if you 
should continue to take SUSTIVA. 

Common side effects. Many patients have dizziness, trouble 
sleeping, drowsiness, trouble concentrating, and/or unusual 
dreams during treatment with SUSTIVA. These side effects 
may be reduced if you take SUSTIVA at bedtime on an empty 
stomach. They also tend to go away after you have taken the med¬ 
icine for a few weeks. If you have these common side effects, 
such as dizziness, it does not mean that you will also have 
serious psychiatric problems, such as severe depression, 
strange thoughts, or angry behavior. Tell your doctor right 
away if any of these side effects continue or if they bother 
you. It is possible that these symptoms may be more severe if 
SUSTIVA is used with alcohol or mood altering (street) drugs. 

If you are dizzy, have trouble concentrating, or are drowsy, 
avoid activities that may be dangerous, such as driving or 
operating machinery. 

Rash is common. Rashes usually go away without any 
change in treatment. In a small number of patients, rash may be 
serious. If you develop a rash, call your doctor right away. 
Rash may be a serious problem in some children. Tell your 
child’s doctor right away if you notice rash or any other side effects 
while your child is taking SUSTIVA. 

Other common side effects include tiredness, upset stomach, 
vomiting, and diarrhea. 

Changes in body fat. Changes in body fat develop in some 
patients taking anti-HIV medicine. These changes may include 
an increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo 
hump”), in the breasts, and around the trunk. Loss of fat from 
the legs, arms, and face may also happen. The cause and long¬ 
term health effects of these fat changes are not known. 

Tell your doctor or healthcare provider if you notice any 
side effects while taking SUSTIVA. 

Contact your doctor before stopping SUSTIVA because of side 
effects or for any other reason. 

This is not a complete list of side effects possible with 
SUSTIVA. Ask your doctor or pharmacist for a more complete 
list of side effects of SUSTIVA and all the medicines you will take. 
How should I take SUSTIVA (efavirenz)? 

General Information 

• You should take SUSTIVA on an empty stomach, preferably 

at bedtime. 

• Swallow SUSTIVA with water. 

• Taking SUSTIVA with food increases the amount of medicine 

in your body, which may increase the frequency of 

side effects. 


• Taking SUSTIVA (efavirenz) at bedtime may make some side 
effects less bothersome. 

• SUSTIVA must be taken in combination with other anti- 
HIV medicines. If you take only SUSTIVA, the medicine 
may stop working. 

• Do not miss a dose of SUSTIVA. If you forget to take 
SUSTIVA, take the missed dose right away, unless it is 
almost time for your next dose. Do not double the next dose. 
Carry on with your regular dosing schedule. If you need help 
in planning the best times to take your medicine, ask your 
doctor or pharmacist. 

• Take the exact amount of SUSTIVA your doctor prescribes. 
Never change the dose on your own. Do not stop this med¬ 
icine unless your doctor tells you to stop. 

• If you believe you took more than the prescribed amount of 
SUSTIVA, contact your local Poison Control Center or emer¬ 
gency room right away. 

• Tell your doctor if you start any new medicine or change how 
you take old ones. Your doses may need adjustment. 

• When your SUSTIVA supply starts to run low, get more 
from your doctor or pharmacy. This is very important 
because the amount of virus in your blood may increase if 
the medicine is stopped for even a short time. The virus 
may develop resistance to SUSTIVA and become harder 
to treat. 

• Your doctor may want to do blood tests to check for certain 
side effects while you take SUSTIVA. 

Capsules 

• The dose of SUSTIVA capsules for adults is 600 mg (three 
200-mg capsules, taken together) once a day by mouth. 
The dose of SUSTIVA for children may be lower (see Can chil¬ 
dren take SUSTIVA?). 

Tablets 

• The dose of SUSTIVA tablets for adults is 600 mg (one 
tablet) once a day by mouth. 

Can children take SUSTIVA? 

Yes, children who are able to swallow capsules can take SUSTIVA. 
Rash may be a serious problem in some children. Tell your 
child’s doctor right away if you notice rash or any other side effects 
while your child is taking SUSTIVA. The dose of SUSTIVA for chil¬ 
dren may be lower than the dose for adults. Capsules containing 
lower doses of SUSTIVA are available. Your child’s doctor will 
determine the right dose based on your child’s weight. 

Who should not take SUSTIVA? 

Do not take SUSTIVA if you are allergic to the active ingredient, 
efavirenz, or to any of the inactive ingredients. Your doctor 
and pharmacist have a list of the inactive ingredients. 

What should I avoid while taking SUSTIVA (efavirenz)? 

• Women taking SUSTIVA should not become pregnant. 

Serious birth defects have been seen in animals treated 
with SUSTIVA. It is not known whether this could happen in 
humans. Tell your doctor right away if you are pregnant. 
Also talk with your doctor if you want to become pregnant. 

• Women should not rely only on hormone-based birth 
control, such as pills, injections, or implants, because 
SUSTIVA may make these contraceptives ineffective. 
Women must use a reliable form of barrier contraception, 
such as a condom or diaphragm, even if they also use other 
methods of birth control. 

• Do not breast-feed if you are taking SUSTIVA. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that mothers 
with HIV not breast-feed because they can pass the HIV 
through their milk to the baby. Also, SUSTIVA may pass 
through breast milk and cause serious harm to the baby. Talk 
with your doctor if you are breast-feeding. You may need to 
stop breast-feeding or use a different medicine. 

• Taking SUSTIVA with alcohol or other medicines causing similar 
side effects as SUSTIVA, such as drowsiness, may increase 
those side effects. 

• Do not take any other medicines without checking with 
your doctor. These medicines include prescription and non¬ 
prescription medicines and herbal products, especially 
St. John’s wort. 

Before using SUSTIVA, tell your doctor if you 

• have problems with your liver or have hepatitis. Your 
doctor may want to do tests to check your liver while you 
take SUSTIVA. 

• have ever had mental illness or are using drugs or alcohol. 

• have ever had seizures or are taking medicine for seizures 

[for example, Dilantin® (phenytoin), Tegretol® (carba- 
mazepine), or phenobarbital]. Your doctor may want to 
check drug levels in your blood from time to time. 

What important information should I know about taking other 
medicines with SUSTIVA? 

SUSTIVA may change the effect of other medicines, including 
ones for HIV, and cause serious side effects. Your doctor 
may change your other medicines or change their doses. Other 
medicines, including herbal products, may affect SUSTIVA. 
For this reason, it is very important to: 

• let all your doctors and pharmacists know that you 
take SUSTIVA. 


• tell your doctors and pharmacists about all medicines you 
take. This includes those you buy over-the-counter and 
herbal or natural remedies. 

Bring all your prescription and nonprescription medicines as 
well as any herbal remedies that you are taking when you see 
a doctor, or make a list of their names, how much you take, and 
how often you take them. This will give your doctor a com¬ 
plete picture of the medicines you use. Then he or she can 
decide the best approach for your situation. 

Taking SUSTIVA (efavirenz) with St. John’s wort (Hypericum 
perforatum), an herbal product sold as a dietary supplement, or 
products containing St. John’s wort is not recommended. Talk 
with your doctor if you are taking or are planning to take St. John’s 
wort. Taking St. John’s wort may decrease SUSTIVA levels 
and lead to increased viral load and possible resistance to 
SUSTIVA or cross-resistance to other anti-HIV drugs. 
MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH SUSTIVA 
The following medicines may cause serious and life- 
threatening side effects when taken with SUSTIVA. You should 
not take any of these medicines while taking SUSTIVA: 

• Hismanal® (astemizole) 

• Propulsid® (cisapride) 

• Versed® (midazolam) 

• Halcion® (triazolam) 

• Ergot medications (for example, Wigraine® and Cafergot®) 
The following medicines may need to be replaced with another 
medicine when taken with SUSTIVA (efavirenz): 

• Fortovase®, Invirase® (saquinavir) 

• Biaxin® (clarithromycin) 

The following medicines may need to have their dose changed 
when taken with SUSTIVA: 

• Crixivan® (indinavir) 

• Kaletra® (lopinavir/ritonavir) 

• Methadone 

• Mycobutin® (rifabutin) 

• Zoloft® (sertraline) 

These are not all the medicines that may cause prob¬ 
lems if you take SUSTIVA. Be sure to tell your doctor about all 
medicines that you take. 

General advice about SUSTIVA: 

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for conditions that are 
not mentioned in patient information leaflets. Do not use 
SUSTIVA for a condition for which it was not prescribed. Do 
not give SUSTIVA to other people, even if they have the 
same symptoms you have. It may harm them. 

Keep SUSTIVA at room temperature (77°F) in the bottle 
given to you by your pharmacist. The temperature can range from 
59° to 86°F. 

Keep SUSTIVA out of the reach of children. 

This leaflet summarizes the most important information 
about SUSTIVA. If you would like more information, talk with 
your doctor. You can ask your pharmacist or doctor for the 
full prescribing information about SUSTIVA, or you can visit 
the SUSTIVA website at http://www.sustiva.com or call 
1-800-426-7644. 

Dilantin® is a registered trademark of Parke-Davis, Division 
of Warner-Lambert Co. 

Tegretol® is a registered trademark of Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals Corporation. 

Hismanal® and Propulsid® are registered trademarks of 
Janssen Pharmaceutica Products, LP. 

Versed®, Fortovase®, and Invirase® are registered 
trademarks of Roche Pharmaceuticals. 

Halcion® and Mycobutin® are registered trademarks of 
Pharmacia & Upjohn. 

Wigraine® is a registered trademark of Organon. 

Cafergot® is a registered trademark of Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals Corporation. 

Biaxin® and Kaletra® are registered trademarks of Abbott 
Laboratories. 

Crixivan® is a registered trademark of Merck & Co., Inc. 
Zoloft® is a registered trademark of Pfizer, Inc. 

SUSTIVA® is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Pharma Company. 

Distributed by: 

BMS Virology- 

^ Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 
Princeton, N) 08543 
USA 

T4-B0001B-10-03 Based on: 51-022486-01 

Based on package insert dated June 2003 Revised June 2003 
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Community lends support 
to Castro housing project 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

ach Monday night the six 

" : formerly homeless young 
• people in the Castro Youth 
Housing Initiative gather for din¬ 
ner together. The evenings, orga¬ 
nized by Patrick Mulcahey, are 
more a workshop on life skills 
than a mere supper. 

“I realized they had never paid 
rent, never had a telephone, never 
shopped for groceries, never 
cooked a meal. All these things we 
take for granted when we live in¬ 
doors. On Mondays we work on 
life skills like those,” said Mulca¬ 
hey. 

Since November, Mulcahey, a 
four-time Emmy winner and for¬ 
mer writer of The Guiding Light 
and General Hospital television 
soap operas, has worked with Su¬ 
pervisor Bevan Dufty and a vol¬ 
unteer group of residents, mer¬ 
chants, city officials, and nonprof¬ 
it agency staff to launch the hous¬ 
ing project. 

“It has been just wonderful. It 
has really been a joy to be in¬ 
volved,” said Mulcahey, who start¬ 
ed the weekly Wednesday night 
suppers for homeless youth at 
Most Holy Redeemer Church 
three years ago. “The youth have 
only been inside a little over three 
months and you would not be¬ 
lieve what a change it has made.” 

The early success of the pro¬ 
gram, said Mulcahey, proves that 
when given a roof over their 
heads, horhdteSs' youth can'begin 
to turn their lives around. 

“We have always known that is 
the way it has got to be. The three 
fundamental human require¬ 
ments every school kid learns is 
food, clothing, and not psycho¬ 
logical or medical care, but shel¬ 
ter,” he said. “Otherwise you can’t 
work with people in a meaningful 
way because they don’t have their 
needs met.” 

Seeking support 

From the beginning, Dufty and 
the project’s boosters have turned 
to the community for help. Along 
with parishioners of Most Holy 
Redeemer, who have volunteered 
to be mentors and assist the youth 
in filling out job applications and 
open bank accounts, numerous 
individuals have donated furni¬ 
ture, like a baby crib and desk, to 
the residents. 

Several local businesses have 
also made donations. Gold’s Gym 
has donated memberships for the 
youth; Sit and Spin is giving dis¬ 
counts so they can wash their 
clothes; Nancy Boy has given per¬ 
sonal hygiene products; and Small 


Fry’s in Noe Valley is organizing a 
baby shower for Jessica Washburn, 
who just gave birth to a baby boy. 

The project’s supporters argue 
that by ensuring the project’s via¬ 
bility the community is investing 
in its future. 

“The gay youth are going to be 
the next leaders of our communi¬ 
ty, the next generation, and I think 
it is beneficial to the community 
to help and support and take care 
of them now,” said Lisa Frazer, the 
Castro’s beat cop who also helped 
to launch the project. “We need to 
help them be productive adult 
human beings who later on can 
take care of the community in¬ 
stead of letting them fall to the 
wayside.” 

The effort mirrors how the gay 
community rallied around those 
infected with HIV and created nu¬ 
merous AIDS services, said Mul¬ 
cahey. As with recent efforts to 
meet the needs of aging LGBT 
people, he said the community 
also has to lend a helping hand to 
its youth. 

“When you call yourselves a 
community it means a lot of 
things. You take care of your sick, 
your elderly, and your young,” he 
said. “We have done a pretty good 
job in a couple of those depart¬ 
ments but we haven’t done a good 
job of taking care of our young 
people. We have to embrace these 
young people who come to us 
from all over the country. This is 
their home, their community.” 

The collaborative aspect of the 
project itself is unique, said Sher- 
ilyn Adams, director of HIV ser¬ 
vices at Larkin Street Youth Ser¬ 
vices, who has taken a lead role in 
overseeing the initiative. Along 
with community volunteers, the 
health department’s AIDS office, 
Special Programs for Youth, and 
Community Health Programs for 
Youth, as well as Larkin Street and 
Dimensions, have all been donat¬ 
ing their services to support the 
project. 

“There are a lot of housing 
programs but I have not heard of 
one with this much of a commu¬ 
nity collaboration and designed 
this way,” said Adams. “We are tar¬ 
geting the youth who want to live 
in the Castro. Obviously it is queer 
focused but not exclusive.” 

Unlike other housing pro¬ 
grams, there is no time limitation 
to one’s length of stay. Though the 
hope is that when the youth turn 
25, they will be able to move into 
their own housing, and in turn, 
allow another youth to move off 
the streets. 

“The goal is they will get on 
their feet, address their issues, and 
move on to permanent housing. 


Trip Assured 

◄ page 8 

tion of the trip. 

Legally, said Murphy Pearson at¬ 
torney Timothy J. Halloran, there is 
no contractual language stating that 
a reasonable expectation of cancel¬ 
lation is the basis for denying cover¬ 
age. In fact, said Halloran, the oppo¬ 
site is true: Trip Assured markets its 
services to travelers who are elderly 
or handicapped, potentially playing 
into the vulnerabilities of such cus¬ 
tomers. Additionally, Kenneth 
Burgess, who had AIDS for 10 years, 
according to his partner, was in no 
way expected to die anytime soon. 

The lawsuit claims violation of 


the Unruh Civil Rights Act, the 
Unfair Business Practices Act, and 
the Consumer Legal Remedies 
Act; breach of contract; and fraud. 

The complaint seeks actual, 
special, and punitive damages. Ad¬ 
ditionally, on behalf of the gener¬ 
al public, the plaintiffs are seeking 
an injunction “which would re¬ 
quire Trip Assured to cease its de¬ 
ceptive advertising and marketing 
practices and to return all profits 
wrongfully obtained from its cus¬ 
tomers who relied on its mislead¬ 
ing representations when pur¬ 
chasing travel insurance,” accord¬ 
ing to a statement. 

Trip Assured could not be 
reached for comment by press 
time. ▼ 


Either shared housing or their 
own apartment before their 25th 
birthday. It gives them a long 
enough time to do this,” said 
Adams. 

With additional monetary 
support, the project’s boosters 
hope to expand the number of 
slots by this fall. The mayor’s of¬ 
fice estimates that 4,000 youth, 
those under the age of 24, are liv¬ 
ing on the city’s streets. 

“The need is huge,” said 
Adams, who noted while there is 
no waiting list for the project, 
there are youth who have already 
expressed an interest in being se¬ 
lected for any rooms that open up. 
“There are not enough housing 
programs available for young peo¬ 
ple. We are aware of a number of 
young people interested in the 
project.” 

Money raised 

Dufty has been able to secure 
several large donations, including 
$5,000 each from two anonymous 
donors, $10,000 from the AIDS 
office, and $25,000 from the 
Charles and Helen Schwab Foun¬ 
dation, to keep the project alive. 
He also wrangled $8,000 for the 
project during the city’s budget 
talks. The money is part of the 
Department of Human Services 
budget. 

“I am gratified foundations 
and the Board of Supervisors see 
the merits of expanding the pro¬ 
gram,” said Dufty. 


Edward Carlson, the substance 
abuse program officer for the 
Schwab Foundation, said the Cas¬ 
tro project fits in with the founda¬ 
tion’s plan to create more residen¬ 
tial treatment beds in the Bay Area 
for adolescents with substance 
abuse issues. 

From the beginning, Dufty ad¬ 
vocated that the project should 
not require participants to be 
clean and sober. Those were not 
the youth who needed the most 
help, he argued. At least four of 
the six project participants have 
struggled with substance use in 
the past and most are now main¬ 
taining their sobriety. 

“We consider adolescent sub¬ 
stance abuse treatment services at 
a crisis in California,” said Carl* 
son. “In the Bay Area there are 
barely 200 residential beds. Our 
goal is to expand it by 100 in two 
years.” 

The Schwab funding for the 
Castro project, however, is meant 
as a bridge loan, explained Carl¬ 
son, and not as ongoing support. 

“We are more in a position to 
fund gaps in services. Right now 
Bevan and the county are working 
on trying to fund it long-term,” he 
said. “I think it is a good unique 
program and Larkin Street is in a 
good position to move it along.” 

Adams said there is enough 
funding at the moment “to sustain 
us at least at six youth and we 
could potentially expand.” 

It is estimated the cost per 



Supervisor Bevan Dufty 

client runs $8,000 to $10,000 per 
year between the subsidies and the 
services the project provides. Any 
monetary amount or small appli¬ 
ances like mini-fridges donated to 
the project are appreciated, said 
Adams. 

“Even $10 can go toward help¬ 
ing to buy the youth smaller 
items,” said Adams. 

Dufty continues to seek the 
community’s support and recent¬ 
ly was given $250 from members 
of the Duboce Triangle Neighbor¬ 
hood Association. 

“To the extent we raise more 
private money we can move more 
quickly to expand the number of 
participants,” he said. “I think the 
thing we wanted to do is demon¬ 
strate to the neighborhood and 
merchants that we could run a 
quality program and I think we 
are doing that. We wanted to build 
upon a certain measure of success 
and we are ready to expand.” 

All donations should be sent to 
Larkin Street Youth Services at 
1138 Sutter Street, San Francisco, 
CA 94109. T 
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AHF drops Abbott lawsuits 


by Bob Roehr 


mm he Los Angeles-based AIDS 
Healthcare Foundation an¬ 
il nounced on July 16 that it is 
dropping two lawsuits it brought 
against Abbott Laboratories for 
increasing the price of the AIDS 
drug Norvir (ritonavir) by 400 
percent last December. In return, 
the company will provide drugs 
and diagnostic tests to AHF to 
treat 10,000 patients, principally 
at its clinics in Africa. 

Many in the advocacy com¬ 
munity called AHF’s move a “sell¬ 
out.” AHF has filed a series of 
patent infringement lawsuits 
against GlaxoSmithKline on the 
drug AZT, which some have char¬ 
acterized as blackmail to get the 
company to “donate” to AHF’s 
African activities. 

“We don’t agree with the price 
increase, but at the same time, 
with this settlement, we’ll be able 
to treat a whole lot of people,” 
AHF general counsel Tom Myers 
told Reuters. “We thought it was a 
good outcome.” 

The key word was “we,” in that 
AHF benefits directly, not the 
greater community of people liv¬ 
ing with AIDS, some activists 
said. 

The health insurance giant 
Aetna filed a similar lawsuit 
against Abbott in May over the 
Norvir price increase. However, it 
mysteriously withdrew the law¬ 
suit two days later. Some believe 


that Abbott quietly agreed to give 
Aetna a price break or rebate on 
its AIDS drugs. 

“This was a carefully orches¬ 
trated sell-out by AHF,” said 
Thomas Gegeny, executive direc¬ 
tor of the Center for AIDS in 
Houston, in a statement released 
by the AIDS Treatment Activists 
Coalition, a broad national group 
of individuals and organizations 
involved in the fight against AIDS. 

“As far as the HIV/AIDS com¬ 
munity is concerned, the issue of 
Abbott’s unprecedented price in¬ 
crease for Norvir is not settled, 
nor will it be settled until the 
price is lowered to its former 
value,” Gegeny added. 


Gay sex clubs 

◄ page 1 

reportedly taken to private back 
booths and offered sexual favors 
for money. Since those raids, new 
conflicts have arisen between Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Kamala Harris, the 
San Francisco Police Department, 
and now, the Department of 
Building Inspection. Harris has 
refused to prosecute the clubs’ al¬ 
leged prostitutes in part because 
women who work in sex clubs are 
also frequently victims of pimps 
and johns, none of whom police 
arrested along with the women, 
she said. 

Additionally, upon learning 
how and where the prostitution 
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“The behavior of both AHF 
and Abbott should come as no 
surprise on this matter,” added 
ATAC member Martin Delaney, 
founder of Project Inform in San 
Francisco. “AHF has a history of 
bargaining for its own interests to 
the exclusion of those in the com¬ 
munity as a whole.” 

“Abbott is simply taking ad¬ 
vantage of the opportunity to buy 
off one avenue of criticism, with¬ 
out addressing the wider prob¬ 
lems created by the price in¬ 
crease,” Delaney added. “The net 
effect is that people are being 
forced, through the Norvir price 
increase, to fund AHF’s programs 
- without their consent.” 


allegedly took place, Harris sur¬ 
mised that the private booths were 
probably not legal and declared 
that it was therefore up to DBI to 
“do its job” and identify and order 
removal of the illegal structures in 
these clubs. 

That didn’t go over well with 
building inspector Ken Harring¬ 
ton, who confronted Harris with 
a memo that he also leaked to the 
San Francisco Chronicle last week 
implying that gay establishments 
were receiving preferential treat¬ 
ment by her administration. 

Harrington, acknowledging 
that Harris wanted DBI to force 
clubs to remove doors from 
booths where sexual activity may 
occur, said in his memo: 

“I would like to know the fol¬ 
lowing: Do you want us to at¬ 
tempt to get the doors removed 
from every booth in every sex 
club, be it straight or gay? If you 
want to limit your order to 
straight clubs only, do you want us 
to go after every door in every 
club, or only those clubs where 
there have been complaints?” 

DBI did not return phone calls 
by press time, but Harrington’s 
apparent perception of gay fa¬ 
voritism may have been influ¬ 
enced by the Chronicle’s Phil 
Matier and Andrew Ross column 
the week before, which implied 
that the “numerous predominant¬ 
ly gay clubs in the city that also 
feature private booths where con¬ 
sensual and often anonymous sex 
takes place” would make it diffi¬ 
cult for Harris to pursue the code 
violations in the clubs accused of 
prostitution. 

“If the city goes after the strip 
clubs for illegal booths, they may 
also have to go after the gay sex 
clubs for building code violations 
- and in this town, that could be 
politically dicey,” stated the col¬ 
umn. “In fact, after the strip club 
busts, the gay clubs were inundat¬ 
ing City Hall with worried calls.” 

Buzz Bense, owner of the sex 
club Eros on Market Street, said 
that Harrington’s concerns would 
not affect his club, which has long 
been in compliance with regula¬ 
tions forbidding enclosed sex 
spaces. 

And as far as the media gossip 
goes, “I thought it was interesting 
that Matier and Ross said the city 
was ‘inundated’ with calls from 


Abbott’s sales rose by 14 per¬ 
cent in the second quarter of this 
year, paced by an 18 percent in¬ 
crease in Kaletra, its protease in¬ 
hibitor coformulated with Norvir. 
AIDS advocates have claimed that 
the price increase for Norvir but 
not Kaletra was really a marketing 
ploy under taken to increase Kale- 
tra’s market share at the expense 
of other protease inhibitors. 

Abbott’s profits more than 
doubled in the second quarter of 
this year. 

But the company faces ongo¬ 
ing class action lawsuits concern¬ 
ing its Norvir price increase, and 
the National Institutes of Health 
is considering whether or not to 



San Francisco's Nob Hill Theatre 
caters to gay men. 


gay sex clubs when there are only 
five of us,” said Bense. “It seems to 
be a slight exaggeration.” 

Regularly operating male sex 
clubs include Eros, Blow Buddies, 
Mack, 333 Linden, and Power Ex¬ 
change. The Nob Hill Adult The¬ 
atre offers live male shows, while 
other venues such as the Tearoom 
Theater and the Circle J Club cater 
to gay men. Still other groups host 
monthly gay male sex parties as 
advertised. 

It’s unclear how Harrington, or 
other sources who inform the 
media, are even defining gay sex 
clubs. But as the city codes 
demonstrate, not all booths are il¬ 
legal. And as the public will tell 
you, not every male space is a 
“gay” sex club patrohized by gay 
men. 

“There’s a lot of inference 
going on,” said Eros’ Bense. 
“Could [Harrington] be referring 
to video booths? Certainly those 
are enclosed spaces and not regu¬ 
lated the way the clubs are.” 

An owner of a chain of adult 
video stores in the Bay Area who 
insisted on anonymity confirmed 
the presence of private movie¬ 
watching booths in his stores. But 
such backroom spaces are notori¬ 
ous for screening heterosexual 


‘Unity’ 
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spokesman Mark Shields said he 
became concerned after Cho’s 
manager told him that Cho’s 
monologue would be an “hour and 
a half long, brutal” harangue of the 
Bush administration and “that if we 
weren’t 100 percent behind it, we 
should just forget it.” 


“I wanted people to see and 
talk about the energizing size of 
the GLBT community,” said 
Shields, “not about Margaret 
Cho’s outrage. We didn’t want to 
censor her or ask her to water 
down what she’s doing.” 

The action prompted the Na¬ 
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
to withdraw from the event. 

“We are dismayed that Mar¬ 
garet Cho has been disinvited to 


begin proceedings to reclaim its 
patent rights related to Norvir 
under a never before used provi¬ 
sion of the law. 

Earlier this year, attorney 
Michael Stocker with the San 
Francisco law firm Berman, De- 
Valerio, Pease, Tabacco, Burt & 
Pucillo filed the first class action 
lawsuit against Abbott. 

Many AIDS physicians are 
continuing their boycott of Ab¬ 
bott over the price increase. They 
are refusing to let the company’s 
sales agents visit their offices, de¬ 
clining to participate in Abbott’s 
educational efforts, and where 
possible, prescribing alternative 
drugs. T 


porn to mostly straight men. If a 
neighboring guy wants to lend a 
hand through a glory hole, then 
it’s an added bonus, but it rarely if 
ever involves the exchange of 
money for sex. In fact, women are 
not admitted to the backroom 
specifically to avoid any resem¬ 
blance to prostitution, which is 
supposedly the main motivation 
behind the current police crack¬ 
downs. The male prostitution 
trade simply does not play out the 
same way in public spaces, which 
community members like Bense 
attribute to, “a cultural difference. 
That’s the difference between men 
and women.” 

Harris has said her main con¬ 
cern when prosecuting prostitu¬ 
tion cases is that women are often 
victimized. Within the club envi¬ 
ronment, dancers are often 
charged a $250 minimum stage 
fee, which they have to raise dur¬ 
ing each shift that they work. 
These women are then exploited 
in their efforts to make a living, 
according to sex worker advo¬ 
cates, who say that the illegal 
booths provide little protection 
from abusive pimps and johns. 
Other dancers, however, believed 
to be organized by club managers, 
have contradicted these advocates 
and attested to the safety of their 
work environments. Because the 
city cannot prosecute based upon 
these stories alone, “it keeps com¬ 
ing back to compliance,” said 
Debbie Mesloh, spokeswoman for 
the DA’s office. 

It is unclear how many clubs 
are not currently in compliance 
with city requirements. What is 
even more unclear is the number 
of businesses in San Francisco 
considered by some to be “sex 
clubs” but considered under the 
law to be exempt from such regu¬ 
lations. 

Regardless of the nuances, 
many agree that the same type of 
potentially abusive illegal activi¬ 
ties are not occurring in all-male 
spaces, and it is the safety of the 
participants, rather than the sex¬ 
ual acts themselves, about which 
Harris’s office is concerned. Nev¬ 
ertheless, as the DA’s office awaits 
assessments around compliance, 
said Mesloh, she “wouldn’t be sur¬ 
prised” if the police conduct more 
raids on spaces known for sexual 
activity.” ▼ 


perform at the LGBT Unity 2004 
event,” said a statement from 
NGLTF Executive Director Matt 
Foreman. “Throughout her ca¬ 
reer, Ms. Cho has been a staunch 
supporter of equal rights for les¬ 
bian, gay, bisexual, and trans¬ 
gender Americans, has con¬ 
tributed her time and talent to 
dozens of LGBT fundraising 
events, and is much loved by our 
page 19 ► 
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House passes Marriage Protection Act 


by Bob Roehr 


' |P he U.S. House of Represen¬ 
tatives Thursday, July 22 
passed the Marriage Protec¬ 
tion Act of 2004 by a vote of 233 
to 194. The measure would strip 
federal courts of the authority to 
deal with issues concerning gay 
marriage. Opponents say it is un¬ 
constitutional and would set a 
dangerous precedent. 

Social conservatives pressed for 
the bill and Republicans provided 
most of the votes in support of it. 
But 17 Republicans voted against 
it, which would have been enough 
to assure its defeat. The margin of 
victory, however, was provided by 
27 Democrats who crossed party 
lines and voted for the measure. 

The silver lining in this defeat 
is that it fell far short of the two- 
thirds majority needed to pass a 
constitutional amendment such as 
the Federal Marriage Amend¬ 
ment, which failed earlier this 
month in the Senate. 

The MPA is a “court-stripping” 
measure introduced by Represen¬ 
tative John Hostettler (R-Indiana) 
last October as a fall back position 
to the FMA. It would remove au¬ 
thority from federal courts to hear 
cases on the Defense of Marriage 
Act, which was passed in 1996. 
Plaintiffs could still seek relief in 
state courts. 

Article II, Section 2, clause 2 of 
the Constitution deems that lower 
federal courts are the creation of 
Congress and, as such, Congress 
may limit their jurisdiction. The 
provision is a source of debate 
among legal scholars and Con¬ 
gress has almost completely 
avoided testing the limits of this 
authority in this area. 

The debate 

Majority Leader Tom DeLay 
(R-Texas) opened with a plea for 
civility during the debate. Perhaps 
he feared a display of homopho¬ 
bia on the part of its supporters 
that would alienate the American 
public. The vitriolic rhetoric was 
in fact toned down, but the intent 
of antigay animosity was not. 

DeLay tied the concept of mar¬ 
riage to raising children and as¬ 
serted, “The policy before us today 
would reaffirm the current na¬ 
tional consensus on homosexual 
marriage by leaving it to the states 
and the American people the right 
to define marriage in this coun¬ 
ty” 

“Marriage is under attack,” ar¬ 
gued Representative James 
Sensenbrenner (R-Wisconsin), 
chairman of the Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee, who managed the Repub¬ 


lican side of the floor debate. 
“What this bill will do is prevent a 
federal judge from exporting the 
decision of a divided court in a 
single state [Massachusetts] to the 
other states. ... We are restoring 
the federal system in an area that 
has always been conceded to be 
the province of the states.” 

“More than anything else, 
today’s debate is about the politics 
of the national election,” coun¬ 
tered Representative Jerrold 
Nadler (D-New York), the floor 
manager for Democrats opposing 
the MPA. It was all about “taking 
time out to beat up on an unpop¬ 
ular minority” 

“This debate is not really about 
gay marriage.... It’s about whether 
Congress can adopt unconstitu¬ 
tional legislation on any subject 
and protect that legislation from 
constitutional challenge by strip¬ 
ping the courts of the jurisdiction 
to consider any such challenge,” 
Nadler said. “We have never done 
that before in our history, and we 
should not do that now. 

“The very system of checks and 
balances is under attack with this 
bill,” Nadler charged. It has the 
potential “to render the Bill of 
Rights meaningless. ... We are 
playing with fire with this bill, and 
that fire could destroy the nation 
that we love.” 

African American representa¬ 
tives played a prominent role in 
opposing the MPA, drawing upon 
the legacy of their struggle for civil 
rights. 

Representative John Conyers 
(Michigan), the ranking Democ¬ 
rat on the Judiciary Committee, 
said, “This will be the only in¬ 
stance in the history of the Con¬ 
gress that we have totally preclud¬ 
ed the federal courts from consid¬ 
ering the constitutionality of fed¬ 
eral legislation.” 

Conyers asked, “What would 
have happened had conservatives 
decided during the civil rights 
battles of the 1960s to just take the 
decisions away from the courts?” 

“If it had not been for the fed¬ 
eral courts, I would not be stand¬ 
ing here today,” said Representa¬ 
tive John Lewis (D-Georgia), a 
veteran of civil rights battles. 
“Today it is gay marriage, tomor¬ 
row it will be something else.” 

The full power and grandeur 
of that movement filled Lewis’s 
voice when he urged his col¬ 
leagues, “Forget about politics, 
vote with your conscience, vote 
with your heart, with your soul, 
with your guts - do what is right 
and defeat this bill.” 

“Shame, shame, shame,” Rep¬ 
resentative John Dingell (D- 
Michigan) said in decrying the 


“extraordinary piece of arro¬ 
gance” by the House in consider¬ 
ing this legislation. “Can you 
imagine anything more shameful 
than telling an American citizen 
‘You can’t go into court to have 
your concerns addressed?”’ 

“Every member of this body 
has taken a solemn oath to protect 
and defend the Constitution of 
the United States,” said Democra¬ 
tic Leader Nancy Pelosi (Califor¬ 
nia). She called on members to 
honor that oath and oppose the 
bill. “It is nothing more than an 
attempt to amend the Constitu¬ 
tion by a simple majority.” 

Representative Barney Frank 
(D-MassachusettsJ castigated the 
arguments of MPA proponents. 
“This does not take the matter out 
of the courts, it takes the matter of 
constitutionality away from the 
United States Supreme Court and 
confers it on the 50 state supreme 
courts.” He predicted that chaos 
would result. 

He said all previous use of 
court-stripping provisions con¬ 
cerned administrative matters, not 
issues of constitutionality. The 
Congressional Research Service, in 
a report requested by Democrats, 
said it could find no precedent for 
Congress passing a law to limit 
federal courts from ruling on the 
constitutionality of another law. 

“Once you establish this, it will 
be demanded with regard to 
everything else,” said Frank. “This 
will become boilerplate. On issue 
after issue we will pass legislation 
and we will say, but it cannot be 
corrected by the Supreme Court.” 

Representative Rahm Emanuel 
(D-Illinois) noted that half of all 
rparriages end in divorce. If we 
want to protect marriage, “Why 
don’t we deny access to federal 
courts to divorcees?” 

Tammy Baldwin (D-Wiscon- 
sin), the only open lesbian serving 
in Congress and a member of the 
Judiciary Committee, made the 
closing remarks in opposition to 
the MPA. She argued that it says, 
“You may not defend your consti¬ 
tutional rights in this court. You 
may not see equal protection here. 
You may not petition your gov¬ 
ernment for redress here. Today 
the ‘you’ is gay and lesbian Amer¬ 
ican citizens, but who will be 
next?” 

Reactions 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union led much of the opposition 
to the MPA and was disappointed 
with the outcome. 

“This unconstitutional bill vi¬ 
olates the notion of equal protec¬ 
tion by excluding an entire seg¬ 
ment of Americans from ever hav- 


‘Unity’ 
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community. 

“Under these circumstances, 
we must regretfully withdraw our 
support for this event,” Foreman 
said. 

Participating organizations in¬ 
cluded the Gay and Lesbian Victo¬ 
ry Fund, the Gay and Lesbian Al¬ 
liance Against Defamation, and 
the National Stonewall Democ¬ 
rats. 

On her official Web site, Cho 
said, “Although I don’t believe it 
was the right decision, I am not 
angry with the HRC for with¬ 
drawing their invitation for me to 
perform. I will continue to sup¬ 
port them, for we must remain 
united. Divided, we are of little 
use to each other. Unfortunately, I 
hear they have felt the destructive 


power of division as a result of 
their actions. I regret any harm 
that may have been done to them, 
and to the important cause of 
democracy.” 

In a press release, lesbian ac¬ 
tivist and comedian Robin Tyler 
said she was appalled at the deci¬ 
sion to disinvite Cho. She urged 
other performers to withdraw 
from the party’s lineup. Tyler did 
not attend the protest. 

Tyler’s recently formed group, 
DontAmend.Com, also criticized 
Democratic nominee Senator 
John Kerry’s (D-Massachusetts) 
support of an amendment to the 
Massachusetts Constitution that 
would ban gay marriage. Kerry is 
publicly opposed to such an 
amendment to the U.S. constitu¬ 
tion, saying such matters should 
be left to the states. Kerry is op¬ 
posed to gay marriage, but sup¬ 
ports civil unions. 


Andy Thayer, national action 
coordinator for DontAmend.com, 
criticized national gay groups for 
“politely downplaying” the re¬ 
sponse of prominent Democrats 
to the national gay marriage de¬ 
bate. As Thayer noted, U.S. Sena¬ 
tor Tom Daschle (D-South Dako¬ 
ta), normally a staunch supporter 
of gay civil rights, said during 
floor debate over the Federal Mar¬ 
riage Amendment earlier this 
month that he and most South 
Dakotans believe marriage is be¬ 
tween only one man and one 
woman, adding “In South Dako¬ 
ta, we’ve never had a single same- 
sex marriage and we won’t have 
any.” 

“These attitudes,” said Thayer, 
in a press release to reporters cov¬ 
ering the convention, “are an in¬ 
sult to the humanity of every les¬ 
bian, gay, bisexual, and transgen- 
dered person in this country.” ▼ 



NGLTF's Matt Foreman 


ing their day in court,” said lobby¬ 
ist Christopher Anders. “By mak¬ 
ing gay and lesbian couples sec¬ 
ond-class citizens, House leaders 
are letting politics rise above the 
interests of the American people.” 

Kevin Cathcart, executive di¬ 
rector of Lambda Legal Defense 
and Education Fund, said, “In at¬ 
tacking both gay people and the 
historic role of courts, this bill 
clearly violates our Constitution 
and will never be allowed to stand. 
This entire debate is an obvious 
political ploy to continue trying to 
use gay couples’ lives as political 
fodder.” 

Matt Foreman, executive direc¬ 
tor of the National Gay and Les¬ 
bian Task Force, called it “a sad 


day for all Americans, not just be¬ 
cause the House passed a bill that 
seeks to deprive gay and lesbian 
Americans access to federal 
courts...[but] because 233 mem¬ 
bers of Congress ignored their 
oath to protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United Sates 
by voting in favor of a measure 
that is blatantly unconstitutional.” 

Log Cabin Republicans Execu¬ 
tive Director Patrick Guerriero 
called it “an act of political des¬ 
peration [by] the far right to un¬ 
dermine our constitutional pro¬ 
tections in order to serve their 
narrow and divisive agenda.” 

“The reality is that the far right 
knows, after the embarrassing de¬ 
feat they suffered in the Senate, 
that the appetite is not out there 
to amend our Constitution. So in¬ 
stead of amending the Constitu¬ 
tion, they now seek to undermine 
it,” Guerriero added. 

“While some politicians push 
discrimination, American voters 
have no appetite for division,” said 
Cheryl Jacques, president of the 
Human Rights Campaign. “We 
will work to ensure that this mea¬ 
sure is soundly rejected in the 
Senate.” 

James Dobson, founder of 
Focus on the Family, had praise 
for the vote. He asserted, “While 
this legislation will not protect 
marriage across the nation, it will 
prevent unelected rogue judges in 
federal courts from overturning 
the will of the people.” T 
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New York City 

◄ page 13 

tels is the W, with three locations 
in New York: two near Grand 
Central Station and a third in the 
heart of Times Square. As part of 
its outreach to the gay market, the 
chain ran a “pride package” last 
month that included breakfast 
and a gay travel book for visitors 
who stayed over Pride weekend. 

Another gay-friendly splurge 
hotel is the all-suite RIGHA Royal 
in the Broadway Theater District. 
More moderately priced gay- 
friendly hotels include the Hamp¬ 
ton and Sheraton Four Points ho¬ 
tels in the Chelsea District. Check 
out Priceline.com. Depending on 
demand, you may be able to get a 
high-end hotel for a fraction of its 
posted price. For example, the 
largest hotel in the city, the four-' 
star Hilton New York and Towers 
at Rockefeller Center, sells its 
cheapest room for $179, but you 
can get it on Priceline for as little 
as $105. 

Getting around 

Don’t even think of driving 
around in a car in Manhattan. 


Traffic is horrendous and parking 
is even worse. The subway and 
cabs are your best bet. Subway fare 
is $2. Unlike Muni, it doesn’t run 
on a transfer system. If you plan 
on staying in New York more than 
three days, a $21 pass good for un¬ 
limited rides for a week is your 
best bet. You can also get a one- 
day pass for $7. You can buy a pass 
at any subway station. 

The sights 

If you’re not familiar with New 
York, it’s a challenge to get around 
on the subway or on foot to the 
city’s many attractions. The Gray 
Line bus loop tour is a good op¬ 
tion. For $49, you can take four 
different bus loops over two days. 
Hop on and off the open-roof 
double-decker bus wherever you 
want. 

One of the stops, the site of the 
World Trade Center towers, re¬ 
mains a stark and sobering 
memorial to 9/11 victims and a 
tribute to the city’s cohesive and 
heroic response to the tragedy. 

By the way, Greenwich Village 
is home to another moving trib¬ 
ute to 9/11 victims. “Tiles for 
America,” on 7th Avenue and 11th 
Street, is the site of a chain-link 
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street from the Chelsea Pines, for 
about $4 per meal. You can buy a 
pretzel or hot dog on the street for 
as little as $1. 

The shows 

If you want tickets to the most 
popular Broadway shows includ¬ 
ing Hair spray. The Producers, and 
Mamma Mia, buy your tickets 
well in advance of your trip. For 
the less popular shows, TKTS on 
47th Street at Broadway in Times 
Square will sell you tickets on the 
day of performance for up to half 
off. If the mainstream Broadway 
shows just aren’t gay enough for 
you, check out Naked Boys 
Singing, playing at Theater Four at 
424 W. 55th Street. It continues to 
pack ‘em in with eight shows a 
week. 

Getting there 

Jet Blue has fares as cheap as 
$99 one-way to JFK from the 
Oakland and San Jose airports. 
But check out some of the other 
carriers’ fares. To compete with Jet 
Blue, many will give you compa¬ 
rable deals. Popular destinations 
like New York mean you’ll have 
your choice of plenty of flights. 
That choice translates into lower 
fares. 

Getting to and from JFK, the 
city’s largest airport, has never 
been easier. For $5, the AirTrain 
will take you to the subway where 
you can ride the A-Train into the 
heart of the gay neighborhoods of 
Greenwich Village and Chelsea. ▼ 


The Stonewall Inn bar, site of the famous 1969 riots. 


fence decorated with hundreds of 
tiles dedicated to 9/11 victims. It’s 
across the street from St. Vincent’s 
Hospital, where many of the 9/11 
injured were taken. 

Be sure to stop off at the Em¬ 
pire State building for a literal 
overview of the city. A simulated 
aerial thrill ride over Manhattan 
on the second floor of the build¬ 
ing will also give a good overview 
of the city. 

Check out the city’s official 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 
Web Site for a listing of walking 
tours and detailed information on 
the city’s most popular attrac¬ 
tions. They’ll also send you a 


packet of information, including 
a subway map. 

The eats 

There is a countless variety of 
price ranges and selection of gay 
and gay-friendly restaurants in 
New York. Some bars, including 
the historic Stonewall and Julius 
bars, as well as the popular lesbian 
bar Henrietta Hudson, include 
bistros or cafes. You can easily 
spend well into three figures at 
some of the city’s high-end restau¬ 
rants. But you can also eat well on 
the cheap. This reporter ate most 
of his meals at the King Food Chi¬ 
nese takeout restaurant, across the 


Tree 
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the nearby Chic-N-Ribs, a de facto 
gay restaurant. 

“It was about 90 percent gay 
and 10 percent liars,” he ex¬ 
plained. 

He hung out at Stonewall for a 
while and left. 

“It was boring,” he said, adding 
that he retreated to the Chic-N- 
Ribs. 

When he heard all the commo¬ 
tion at Stonewall, however, he 
quickly returned to join in the re¬ 
bellion and threw eggs at police. 

When asked about the most 
common misconception about 
Stonewall, Tree truncated, “It had 
nothing to do with Judy Garland.” 

Garland died five days before 
Stonewall. Some have speculated 
that the riots were sparked in large 
part by participants being upset 


by the popular entertainer’s death. 
Tree also noted that the role of 
drag queens in the riots was more 
myth than reality. He said the ri¬ 
oters were a mixture of all vari¬ 
eties of gay men and lesbians, not 
just drag queens. 

Tree said he is surprised and 
would never have predicted the 
progress made in the three-and-a- 
half decades since Stonewall. 

“I figured in two or three years, 
it would all be over,” adding that 
he thought things would then go 
back to the way they were before 
Stonewall. 

He is disappointed that few 
young people are aware of the bat¬ 
tles that he and his contempo¬ 
raries had to fight. Part of the rea¬ 
son he enjoys talking about 
Stonewall is to educate people, 
particularly young people, about 
what it was like. 

The advances made by gays in 
the 35 years since Stonewall, al¬ 


though positive, are somewhat 
bittersweet for Tree because of 
AIDS and because of the loss of 
intimacy and family feeling in the 
lesbian and gay community. 

“It was different. It was ftin,” he 
explained. “People knew each 
other.” 

Part of the Stonewall family, 
Tree noted, were Rock Hudson, 
Peter Allen, Truman Capote, and 
Andy Warhol. 

“He [Warhol] used to draw on 
napkins. I threw them away. I wish 
I had them now,” Tree said. 

The bartender recently met 
San Francisco Mayor Gavin New¬ 
som at an awards ceremony in 
New York. 

“I predict Gavin Newsom is 
going to be president of the Unit¬ 
ed States,” Tree glowed. “Every¬ 
thing about him is Kennedy.” 

“I took a picture with him. It 
didn’t come out. I am going to 
write him to get a picture.” ▼ 


Peace Corps 
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happened but it did.” 

Mah, who moved to San Fran¬ 
cisco last December, said he lived a 
double life while serving in the 
Peace Corps. 

“I lived two lives in The Gam¬ 
bia. In my community I was com¬ 
pletely closeted but to the Peace 
Corps staff, they knew I was gay,” 
he said. “I learned how to deal 
with my feelings. I would go in 
the closet in the village and have 
fun in the city. I realized just how 
progressive San Francisco is com¬ 
pared to the rest of the world.” 

Wilson, who lived in San Fran¬ 
cisco before entering the corps, 
served with six other lesbians and 
paired off with one of the women. 
But they lived six hours apart and 
the distance proved too much of a 
strain. She soon found herself 
questioning her status as a lesbian 
after she became attracted to a Ja¬ 
maican man. 

“I began having feelings for a 
male friend. I had to ask myself 
‘Am I straight?’ That was hard and 
strange,” said Wilson, who ended 


the relationship when she left Ja¬ 
maica and met Kuykendall upon 
her return. 

Mah said he had to dodge re¬ 
peated questions about having a 
girlfriend and declined several of¬ 
fers of matrimony. 

“There were plenty of teenage 
daughters offered to me in mar¬ 
riage. I said I had plenty of girl¬ 
friends in the city,” he said. 

For support, all three said they 
could turn to other Peace Corps 
staff and volunteers, whom they 
felt more comfortable coming out 
to about being gay. In Bulgaria, 
Michel said not only were there 
four gay men in his volunteer 
group, but the country’s Peace 
Corps director was a gay man. He 
did meet a local gay man and vis¬ 
ited some gay bars when in the 
country’s larger cities. 

“I was totally closeted in my 
town. It was really hard coming 
back here,” he said of his return to 
Oakland last December. “I am not 
as comfortable. I am not in the 
same space as I was when I left.” 

Yet he has no regrets of his 
time served. 

“It is possible I will do it again. 
It wasn’t all good. It wasn’t all rosy. 


Nonetheless I’d still do it again,” 
said Michel. 

Mah said while he cherishes his 
experience, he would never do it 
again. 

“It was the greatest two years. I 
did have a lot of troubles, a lot of 
problems, but it made the experi¬ 
ence so great,” he recounted. 

For Shea, who went to Kenya 
to be an HIV education resource 
volunteer, it has meant con¬ 
fronting homophobia head on by 
coming out to the Kenyan staff 
members. He became part of a 
volunteer-run diversity and peer 
support group, educating the 
Kenyan staff about embracing di¬ 
versity and answering their ques¬ 
tions about homosexuality. 

“I have climbed Kenya’s moun¬ 
tains, swam in Kenya’s water and 
seen Kenya’s amazing wildlife, but 
all of that pales in comparison to 
the humanity I witnessed during 
that training session. From that 
day Peace Corps Kenya began a 
long transformation,” he writes. Y 


For more information, call 1- 
800-424-8580 or visit 
www.peacecorps.gov. 
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Lowell K. Argersinger 


ARG- 

ERSINGER, Lowell 
K. (aged 80 years, 
one month and 2 
days) passed away 
peacefully in the 
City of St. Francis 
with his adopted 
son, Peter Arg- 
er singer-Fries, at 
his side at 1:06 a.m. 
on June 23,2004. In the presence of 
close friends, he was cremated at 7:00 
p.m. on June 25,2004 through the good 
offices of the Neptune Society of North¬ 
ern California. 

Born on May 20, 1924 in Fargo, 
North Dakota and raised in Dassel, 
Minnesota and Minneapolis where he 
graduated from Dassel High School and 
the University of Minnesota, Lowell was 
an accomplished pianist and singer with 
an encyclopedic knowledge of American 
musical theatre. 

Lowell moved to San Francisco in 
1942 where he resided for the rest of his 
life. He served in the U.S. Army as Secre¬ 
tary to the Port Mortician at Fort Mason 
through the end of WW II. He toured 
and skated for two years with the origi¬ 
nal Ice Follies, taught English literature 


at Galileo High School, served as Pay¬ 
roll/Personnel Officer for both the 
American Can Company and the Little 
Man-Cala Food Stores, and worked for 
over 20 years for the City’s Department 
of Social Services as an administrator in 
its Adoptions and Federal AFDC Pro¬ 
grams. During his 16 years of retire¬ 
ment, Lowell worked for the San Fran¬ 
cisco Performing Arts Center Founda¬ 
tion as a very in-demand Events Manag¬ 
er at the War Memorial Opera House 
and Veterans Building. 

During his 62 years in The City, 
Lowell was an active, much respected 
and revered member of San Francisco’s 
LGBT community. 

Amongst the last of an old school of 
distinguished, proud, courteous, kind, 
generous, compassionate, always impec¬ 
cably dressed, irrepressibly gregarious, 
sagacious and very entertainingly funny 
gentlemen, Lowell will be sorely missed 
by many whose lives he touched and en¬ 
riched including his son, Peter, his 
cousins, Karin Broton of Elmhurst, Illi¬ 
nois, Dotty Thielen of Sacramento, and 
Rob Moe of Minneapolis, aunt Dorothy 
Moe of Sacramento, and nieces Cheryl 
and Kathy Merrifield of Los Angeles, 
and his many good friends in San Fran¬ 
cisco and New York City. 

Interment will ultimately be in the 


historic 19th century Columbarium at 
One Loraine Court in San Francisco. 

All of Lowell’s relatives and many 
friends are invited to a memorial cele¬ 
bration of his life at the Veterans Build¬ 
ing Green Room, 401 Van Ness Avenue, 
2nd Floor, San Francisco on Thursday, 
August 26,2004 at 5:30 p.m. Further in¬ 
quiries to Peter at 415-621-0912. 

“... and, when he shall die, Take him 
and cut him out in little stars, And he 
will make the face of heaven so fine That 
all the world will be in love with night, 
And pay no worship to the garish sun... 

— William Shakespeare, Romeo and 
Juliet, Act III, Scene III. 

Juan B. Avalle-Arce 

1953 — 2004 


JB passed from 
this earth on Tues¬ 
day, July 6th at 
home in Los Ange¬ 
les. He was born in 
Boston Mass., and 
grew up in both 
Europe and the U.S. 
before moving to 
San Francisco in 
1981. 

He pursued many interests here in- 




Study: No evidence of 
‘superinfection’ among 
highly exposed HIV+ couples 


by John Iversen 


n a study of 33 HIV-positive 

couples who engaged in fre- 
8 quent, unprotected sex, Glad¬ 
stone Institute of Virology and 
Immunology researchers found 
no evidence of “superinfection,” 
the sequential acquisition of 
multiple HIV variants. 

“Our study found no evi¬ 
dence of superinfection among 
chronically infected seroconcor- 
dant couples,” said lead investi¬ 
gator Dr. Robert Grant. “Many of 
these couples had evidence of 
drug resistance. Couples in stable 
partnerships with chronic HIV 
infections may be less susceptible 
to superinfection due to antiviral 
immune responses or viral inter¬ 
ference. Animal studies suggest 
superinfection maybe limited to 
a window period before the first 
infection becomes fully estab¬ 
lished.” 

HIV is a highly mutable virus 
encompassing two quite differ¬ 
ent types around the world, HIV- 
1 and HIV-2. Within those types 
there are variations known as 
subclades that are typically sub¬ 
divided further into genetically 
differentiated strains. The epi¬ 
demic in the U.S. consists almost 
entirely of a single subclade, 
HIV-IB, while HIV epidemics in 
other parts of the world involve 
a mix of subclades. 

In the study, researchers in¬ 
vestigated potential superinfec¬ 
tion involving variations within 
HIV-IB. In 28 of the 33 couples, 
each participant was infected 
with a strain of HIV-1B that was 
genetically different than that of 
the person’s partner, and the 28 
couples were particularly rele¬ 
vant for these preliminary re¬ 
sults. 

The findings, presented at the 
XV International AIDS Confer¬ 
ence in Bangkok on July 15, call 
into question the widely held 
perception that people with 
HIV-1 are highly susceptible to 
additional infection by HIV-1 
variants that may be drug-resis¬ 
tant or more virulent, said Grant, 
a Gladstone scientist. 

The study presentation was ti¬ 
tled, “No superinfection among 
seroconcordant couples after 


well-defined exposure.” 

The ongoing investigation, 
known as the Positive Partners 
study, began in 2001 and will 
eventually involve up to 200 
HIV-1-infected couples. It is de¬ 
signed to investigate the inci¬ 
dence of superinfection in the 
HIV-positive population. 

In addition to the couples 
cited in these preliminary find¬ 
ings, 30 individuals reporting 
multiple partners were included 
in the study. One of them, a par¬ 
ticipant who had recently devel¬ 
oped HIV-1, presented with a 
highly divergent variation of the 
virus at a follow-up visit. “This 
one case demonstrates that peo¬ 
ple who have recently developed 
HIV-1 can harbor multiple 
viruses,” noted Grant, who is also 
an assistant professor of medi¬ 
cine at the University of Califor¬ 
nia, San Francisco. 

“In contrast, superinfection 
has not appeared in people who 
have had the disease for many 
years, as our couples have,” said 
Grant. 

The possibility that superin¬ 
fection may be restricted to a 
short window period after the de¬ 
velopment of HIV infection has 
been suggested by experimental 
studies in non-human primates. 
In addition, a recent mathemati¬ 
cal analysis demonstrated that 
superinfection restricted to a 
short window period after sero¬ 
conversion could account for the 
high prevalence of recombinant 
and dual infections observed in 
some parts of the world. This 
analysis has just been published 
in the July 23 issue of AIDS, the 
journal of the International AIDS 
Society, as a paper titled “HIV-1 
Superinfection and Viral Diversi¬ 
ty,” by Grant and investigators 
Kimber L. Gross and Travis C. 
Porco of the San Francisco De¬ 
partment of Public Health. 

“Studies are warranted to bet¬ 
ter understand why superinfec¬ 
tion among patients who have 
had HIV for a long time is rare,” 
Grant explained. “The mecha¬ 
nisms preventing superinfection 
may include specific or non-spe¬ 
cific antiviral immune responses 
or viral interference. If there is 
indeed an immune response at 
play, it’s reasonable to investigate 


the possibility of inducing that 
response with a vaccine that can 
be made available to high-risk 
HIV-negative individuals.” 

Couples in the Positive Part¬ 
ners study share a variety of 
characteristics: their infections 
predate their relationships with 
their current partners; they prac¬ 
tice unprotected anal or vaginal 
sex with each other; and all live 
in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
The 30 singles reported unpro¬ 
tected intercourse with multiple 
HIV-positive partners. During 
the one-year course of participa¬ 
tion in the study, all participants 
taken together reported a total of 
3,725 episodes of unprotected 
intercourse with partners known 
to be HIV-positive. 

One theme has become ap¬ 
parent to Grant over the course 
of the study. “It’s clear that, to 
some degree, HIV-positive indi¬ 
viduals prefer fellow HIV-posi¬ 
tive partners, a phenomenon 
known as serosorting,” he ob¬ 
served. “In this way, they avoid 
the risk of infecting HlV-nega- 
tive partners.” 

“There have been no cases of 
superinfection causing drug re¬ 
sistance in chronically infected 
persons,” Grant said. “One previ¬ 
ous study found no evidence of 
superinfection as a cause of viro- 
logical drug failure after more 
than 1,000 person years of obser¬ 
vation. Although all forms of 
drug resistant HIV-1 have been 
transmitted to previously unin¬ 
fected persons, the transmissibil- 
ity of multidrug-resistant HIV-1 
may be less than drug susceptible 
viruses. 

“In my view, counseling of se¬ 
roconcordant couples should be 
based on evidence rather than 
theoretical concerns regarding 
superinfection. Exaggerated con¬ 
cerns regarding superinection 
are misleading, and could dis¬ 
rupt seroconcordant partner¬ 
ships that are otherwise healthy 
and stable,” added Grant. 

It should be noted that the 
possibility of other sexually 
transmitted diseases still exists, 
he added. ▼ 


For more information, visit 
www.gladstone.ucsf.edu. 


eluding working with the Tenderloin 
AIDS Resource Center, and was active in 
the Recovery community. He was in¬ 
strumental in setting up a 12-step CMA 
program here for people addicted to 
crystal meth. # 

He also founded a successful busi¬ 
ness under the name “JB Phillips”, which 
he operated until he moved to LA. 

He was intelligent, soft-spoken, and 
well educated, and at the time of his 
passing was attending LACC on a full 
Bill Gates Millennium Scholarship. 

He was always quick with a compli¬ 
ment and a smile, and could be found 
around town always wearing one of his 
requisite stylish hats! 

He is survived by his loving family 
— Marta, Miren and Dakota, as well as 
Fadrique, Alex and Doyle, and many, 
many friends both here and in LA. 

A celebration of his life is planned 
for mid-September in Los Angeles. 

Please write to alexavalle@sbcglobal.net 
or call (707) 235-3277 for more infor¬ 
mation. 


OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. Please 
follow normal rules of capitaliza¬ 
tion - and no poetry. We reserve 
the right to edit for style, clarity, 
grammar, and taste. 

If you're submitting a photo of 
the deceased, write their name on 
the back. If you include a SASE 
for the photo's return, write the 
person's name on the inside of 
the envelope flap. All obituaries 
must include a contact name and 
phone number. They must be sub¬ 
mitted within a year of the death. 

Deadline for obituaries is 
Monday at 5 p.m., with the 
exception of special display ad 
obituaries, which must be 
submitted by Friday at 3 p.m. 
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1 PEER HEALTH EDUCATOR TRAINING Sunday, 
August 1,9:30am @ STOP AIDS Main Office, 
2128 15th St Pre-registration is required. 

A In Our Prime: My Heart Belongs to 
DADDY Wednesday, August 4, 7pm <S) STOP 
AIDS Main Office, 2128 15th St Turns out you don’t 
have to be into leather or generous to be a Daddy. Share 
your feelings about what this new or not so new facet of 
your life is like. 

6 First Fridays Friday, August 6,7pm @ 

STOP AIDS Main Office, 2128 15th St Before 
you hit the town, spend some quality time with our regular 
social gathering of HIV- guys. 

4 Guyz Now: some of my best friends 
*SnJ«ARE TWEAKERS Wednesday, August 11, 

7pm @ STOP AIDS Main Office, 2128 15th St Is 

your boyfriend using too much? Do you have friends who 
parly way more than you do and you’re worried? How can 
we offer advice and support and not feel powerless? 

1 ^NEGATIVE MEN’S SUPPORT GROUPS: 
JL a MAGNETIC LOVE Tuesday, August 17, 

7pm @ STOP AIDS Main Office, 2128 15th St 

Many of us are doin’ it with men of a different status. Talk 
about sex, love and intimacy with other poz and negative men. 


orum 


WANNA VOLUNTEER? 

Call 415.575.0155 


ALL EVENTS ARE FREE. SPACE IS LIMITED. 

For more information visit www.stopaids.org, or call 415.575.0155. 


Competing 

teams 

Men’s Division X 

San Francisco 1 
Team Americas 
Hotlanta 
Seattle 
San Diego 
Florida Storm 

Men’s Division 2 

San Francisco 2 

San Francisco 3 

Los Angeles 

Dallas 

New York 

Boston 

Sydney 

Washington, D.C. 

Japan Samurai 
Vancouver 

Women’s teams 

Wilde Oscars 
SF Scots 
Real Seattle 
N'oreaster 
SF Spykes 

Hope & Anchor (NY) 


“I hope that we can bring a 
soccer team to Chicago [for Gay 
Games VII], but I am not sure 
where I will be then,” Inamura 
added. “So I wish everyone going 
from Japan to San Francisco to 
fully enjoy themselves!” 

Volunteers are still needed 
throughout the week to welcome 
teams and players at the host hotel 
- the Ramada Inn - on Sunday 
August 1; team liaisons to help 
visiting teams Find their way 
around San Francisco; and on the 
fields to set up nets, distribute and 
collect equipment, and assist ref¬ 
erees. E-mail volunteer organizer 
David Mould at 

david@sfspikes.com. T 


For more info, visit 
www.sf2004.org. Read more 
sports columns at 
www.sportscomplex.org. 


Paul Dessereau, left, blocks a kick at a recent Spikes match in Marin. 


Upcoming events 

Local softball fundraiser 

The North American Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance (NAGAAA) 
will hold its annual Gay Softball World Series this year in Dallas- 
Fort Worth, Texas, from August 15-21. D2, a.k.a. “Doing it with 2,” 
is a local team that will be competing. Team members are holding 
a beer benefit and 50/50 raffle fundraiser at the Eagle Tavern, 12™ 
and Harrison streets, on July 31 from 3 to 6 p.m. The $8 beer ben¬ 
efit includes a barbeque, and lots of the usual fun for which Sun¬ 
days at the Eagle are known. Help D2 get to Texas, y’all. 

Rug hug plug 

The San Francisco Fog Rugby Football Club, fresh from its vic¬ 
tory in England at the second annual Mark Bingham Classic, is al¬ 
ways looking for fresh faces and tough bodies. 

Regular practices are on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Games or 
practices are on Saturdays. All levels are welcome. Ail practices are 
open to newcomers. Compete, play several gay teams each year, and 
travel to regional, national, and international tournaments. Info: 
Call (415) 267-6100, e-mail Pete DuBois at info@sffog.org, or visit 
www.sffog.org. 

Mileage 

Richard Apodaca, the 61-year old AIDS survivor interviewed 
previously in the Bay Area Reporter , is gearing up to run the San 
Francisco Marathon on Sunday, August 1. This will be his 14th 
marathon. 

The staging area will be held steps away from the start and fin¬ 
ish, in Justin Herman Plaza, across from the Ferry Building at Mar¬ 
ket and Steuart streets. 

To find out where to watch all the runners, including members 
of Front Runners and Bay Area Distance Runners, visit www.chron- 
iclemarathon.com, www.sffrontrunners.org, or www.sfbadr.com. 

Badminton fresh 

A new gay-friendly Badminton e-group is dedicated to the gay 
and gay-friendly badminton players. This e-group will help gay and 
gay-friendly badminton players to exchange information, make 
friends, Find playing partners. Visit http://groups.yahoo.com/ 
group/gayjbadminton/ 


6, and the final taking place at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, August 7. 

Social events in between 
matches will include visits to local 
bars, opening and closing parties, 
an awards ceremony, and atten¬ 
dance at the SF Giants-Cincinnati 
Reds baseball game August 3 at 
SBC Park. 

Reaching out 

Women’s teams from the Bay 
Area include players from the 
Golden Gate Women’s Soccer 
League. The tournament’s out¬ 
reach also includes Financial aid 
for female soccer players. 

Karen Opp, who’s helped bring 
together three women’s teams in 
San Francisco, noted the increase in 
women’s participation, from four 
teams last year to seven this year. 
Even so, “It’s really tough to keep 
women’s teams together for these 
traveling tournaments,” she added. 

Previous IGLFA World Cups 
have mostly been held in U.S. 
cities, with the exception of Berlin 
and Cologne. The dearth of Euro¬ 
pean teams at this year’s IGLFA 


may be due to the EuroGames July 
24 to August 1, where hundreds of 
soccer players will be among over 
8,000 participants at Munich’s 
games. 

Not that there hasn’t been 
enough outreach from the World 
Cup organizers; the Web site of¬ 
fers contact e-mails in nine lan¬ 
guages. 

Riki Inamura of Kyoto is one 
of nine Japanese players flying in 
for the tournament, including six 
from Tokyo and two from Osaka. 
He says sports in Japan have ex¬ 
panded in the queer communities 
in Kyoto and Tokyo. 

“Getting sports groups togeth¬ 
er is getting easier, but it took me 
so long to organize the team,” he 
said. “I needed to combine three 
gay soccer teams (all the gay soc¬ 
cer teams that I know in Japan).” 

When asked if being gay has 
had an effect on his playing, Ina¬ 
mura said, “I started enjoying soc¬ 
cer long before I started enjoying 
sleeping with guys!” 

Inamura also enjoys the uni¬ 
versal camaraderie of soccer. “I do 
not need to be tall or big, and I 
make many friends wherever I 
travel, just going to parks, and 
asking if I can join in,” he said. 
“Now I can do this with gay guys, 
too.” 

Even though there are a few 
Japanese sports groups, Inamura 
still had to hustle to get a Japanese 
team together. 


£5$. STOP AIDS has something for all kinds of gay, hi and trans men. 


isit us [online 




way .st opaids.orgj 


Soccerific 

◄ page 1 

in New York City in 1980, and still 
competes. Named after'the noto¬ 
riously cruisy Ramble section of 
Central Park, the Ramblers, unlike 
their namesake, actually play in 
the open. 

As more gay soccer clubs began 
forming, in 1992 the original 
members of these first clubs orga¬ 
nized IGLFA, which today in¬ 
cludes 20 women’s teams 
and 30 men’s teams. 

The Ramblers contin¬ 
ue that tradition, having 
won third place at last 
year’s rainy - and muddy - 
Boston World Cup. Their 
men’s B team also took the 
bronze at Sydney’s Gay 
Games VI. 

Alex Andres has 
been a goal tender 
with the Ramblers 
since 2001. Seeing the 
Ramblers march in New York 
City’s Gay Pride Parade inspired 
Andres to return to soccer, which 
he had played as a teenager in Ar¬ 
gentina. 

Andres says he enjoys the high- 
pressure position of goalie. “Not 
everybody can play that position. 
You can make or break the game,” 
he said. “One mistake can cost you 
what everyone’s doing. But a few 
well-placed saves can really help 
the team. We also usually take the 
worst injuries, but it’s part of the 
game.” 

The Ramblers will be sending 
two teams to this year’s IGLFA 
World Cup, almost 30 players in 
all. As any New Yorker can tell 
you, the Big Apple is an interna¬ 
tional city. Said Andres, “Our ros¬ 
ter includes players from over a 
dozen different nations.” 


Although the San Francisco lo¬ 
cation almost ensures • good 
weather, Andres said that “the rain 
and mud were the fun part” of last 
year’s tournament. 

Local talent 

A World Cup host committee 
member and a six-year Spikes 
player, Patrick Johnson is looking 
forward to welcoming the athletes 
from Canada, Japan, and across 
the Unites States. 

Johnston started playing soccer 
at age 7. With 25 years of experi¬ 
ence, he said that 
many adult players 
may not be as com¬ 
petitive as he is, and are sim¬ 
ply “looking for exercise, to 
be on a team sport, and to 
make friends.” 

The Spikes them¬ 
selves have a regal his¬ 
tory of victories at 
previous gay soccer 
events, including 
three gold medals at 
the Atlanta Armory Tournament, 
and two bronzes and a silver 
medal from previous IGLFA 
World Cups. 

The Spikes have been holding 
beneFits over the past several 
months, including the annual 
Miss Spikes Universe pageant, 
held July 17 at the LGBT Commu¬ 
nity Center. Johnston called it “a 
drag show where members of the 
Spikes pulled out their alter egos” 
(his own being Miss St. Ignatius, a 
naughty Catholic school girl). The 
festive event was a hilarious con¬ 
trast to the serious soccer to be 
played this coming week. 

Round-robin play will occur 
during the First four days and 
playoff competition will occur 
during the last two days. Games 
take place from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
with no games on Friday, August 
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Bisexual confab 

◄ page 4 

travaganza. 

Presentations will cover a wide 
range of topics including bi dating, 
polyamory, the intersection of 
transgender and bisexual identity, 
queer writing, bisexual representa¬ 
tion in film, same-sex domestic vio¬ 
lence, sacred sexuality, lifestyles of 
bisexual married men (married to 
women, that is), arid happiness 
without wedding bells, presented by 
the Alternatives to Marriage Project. 

The conference keynote speak¬ 
ers will be Margaret Charmoli, 
Ph.D., a longtime bi activist and 
author of a St. Paul ordinance 
prohibiting discrimination on the 


Badlands 

◄ page 5 

would be in mediation, saying 
only that its main goal is to es¬ 
tablish a new standard for San 
Franciscos responsiveness to dis¬ 
crimination. 

“In a complaint of this size, 
with so many former employees’ 
and patrons’ accounts, diversity 
training and a sign that says 
‘Everyone’s welcome’ is not 


Guest Opinion 

4 page 6 

the country if someone was film¬ 
ing. HBO was not allowed inside, 
however, because it was a govern¬ 
ment matter, but we waited out¬ 
side for my mom and Arzu. Im¬ 
migration didn’t want to let her 
back in the country, and after 
much turmoil the guy said that he 
would, “make an exception.” 

As we all embraced and cried 
all I could think of was how un¬ 
fair. How unfair it is that a loving 
family, a loving parent that is here 
on a student visa paying 13 times 


AIDS funding 

4 page 11 

and counseling services to 1,000 
people living with HIV. 

It also means the agency is 
given more breathing room to 
deal with federal funding cuts it 
received this year. This spring, 
Shanti lost $480,000 in federal 
Ryan White CARE Act revenue 
due to the city’s $4 million drop in 
funds. The agency canceled its 
transportation services and re¬ 
duced its capacity to offer case 
management services. 

The agency has laid off staff 
and Sims took a pay cut in order 
to offset the lost revenue. Shanti 
also launched a new branding 
campaign this summer - with 
new advertising on buses, in mag¬ 
azines, and on the Internet - to 
raise the agency’s profile, and in 
turn, its donations. 

“We have seen some lift in fi¬ 
nancial donations,” said Sims, 


‘Trans panic’ 

4 page 12 

trial, Nedra Ruiz, attorney for 
defendant Marjorie Knoller, al¬ 
luded in her closing arguments 
that the only reason the case was 
a murder trial was because of 
powerful gays in San Francisco 
(victim Whipple was a lesbian). 
Ruiz not only outed Hammer in 


basis of sexual orientation and 
gender identity; Makoto Hibino, a 
transgender bisexual activist and 
author of a popular book on bi¬ 
sexuality in Japan; and Luigi Fer¬ 
rer, a Latino bi activist who has 
served on the board of the Na¬ 
tional Association of People With 
AIDS and is currently vice presi¬ 
dent ofBiNet USA. 

Registration will open on 
Thursday afternoon, followed by 
Charmoli’s keynote address. 
Workshops will take place Friday 
and Saturday. Hibino will speak 
on Friday afternoon, and Ferrer 
on Saturday evening. There will 
be a dance on Friday night, and 
live entertainment on Saturday 
evening featuring folk-rock singer 
Magdalen Hsu-Li. The conference 


enough,” Newsome said. “We are 
not looking for a monetary settle¬ 
ment. Our civil rights are not for 
sale. We want a new bar set for 
lasting, structural change.” 

As part of its ongoing desire to 
foster a community dialogue 
about racism, the group will also 
be hosting a dance next month at 
the LGBT Community Center. 
Called “Spectrum: The Promise of 
the Castro,” it is meant to serve as 
both a fundraiser and an example 
of what the group seeks for the 


as much to go to school just so she 
can stay with her family, is still 
treated as if she is much less than 
equal. How unfair that they would 
tell her the only reason she is here 
is because of an exception. How 
unfair it is that I should have to 
constantly fear that one day, im¬ 
migration officials will stop mak¬ 
ing “exceptions,” and tear apart 
my family. 

I still live with the constant fear 
that my family will be ripped 
apart any day. Arzu had no choice 
but to go back to Germany to 
renew her passport, and visit her 
sick mom. My mom and I will be 
going to visit her, and all coming 


who added that more important¬ 
ly, “a lot of people have seen the 
campaign so because of that it has 
been a success. The summer 
months are the worst months for 
fundraising. We are hoping it will 
be a long-term gain.” 

The San Francisco AIDS Foun¬ 
dation stood to lose a $383,179 
contract it oversees with the AIDS 
Health Project. It will now likely 
receive $500,000 though the final 
amount remains in flux, said 
Dana Van Gorder, the founda¬ 
tion’s director of state and local af¬ 
fairs. The remainder of the city’s 
money will help to back-fill the 
CARE cuts from March, he said. 

With the city’s budget depen¬ 
dent on several new taxes that will 
be put before voters in November, 
Van Gorder said the foundation 
would be reviewing any ballot 
measures that will enhance the 
city’s revenues and will decide if it 
will support them. 

To date, he said, “We have been 
focusing exclusively on the cuts 


her closing but introduced an el¬ 
ement of homophobia to punc¬ 
tuate her case, hoping to play to 
any bias she might find in Los 
Angeles (the trial had been 
moved because of its high pro¬ 
file). But in the end, her client 
was convicted of murder (al¬ 
though a judge later tossed out 
the conviction in favor of 
manslaughter). And the jury, said 
Hammer, was clearly insulted by 


will wrap up with a plenary ses¬ 
sion on Sunday morning. 

The International Conference 
on Bisexuality first took place in 
Amsterdam in 1991, and was last 
held in the United States, in 
Boston, in 1998. This year’s event 
is sponsored by the Bisexual Or¬ 
ganizing Project, a bisexual advo¬ 
cacy group based in the Twin 
Cities, and the San Diego-based 
Bisexual Foundation. ▼ 


Conference registration costs 
$75 at the door, with a 
discounted rate for youth under 
age 25. For more information, 
visit the conference Web site at 
www.8icb.org or call (612) 825- 
4400. 


neighborhood. 

“We want to have something 
fun that shows the potential of 
what the Castro can be if we live 
up to these values. This matter 
with Badlands has been so serious, 
we want to invite everyone to be 
in what’s fun about diversity and 
inclusion,” said Don Romesburg, 
a spokesman for the group. 

The dance will take place from 
8 to midnight August 12 at the 
center at 1800 Market Street. Sug¬ 
gested donation is $10. ▼ 


back at the same time. I fear that 
we will have problems getting her 
back in at the border. I told all of 
my friends that if I’m not there on 
the first day of school I’m in Ger¬ 
many. I refuse to cross the border 
without both of my moms by my 
side. I refuse to let our leaders 
continue to discriminate against 
loving families like mine. No one 
can take my moms away from me, 
and I will continue to fight until 
we have all of the rights that we 
deserve. ▼ 


Marina Gatto, 16, is a summer 
intern with Equality California. 


and not revenue enhancement is¬ 
sues. We have not taken a position 
on them.” 

If the city’s financial situation 
does not improve, Van Gorder ac¬ 
knowledged that next spring all 
three AIDS agencies might be fac¬ 
ing the same funding cuts. 

“I would assume we would be 
vulnerable again. These particular 
contracts have been offered up for 
the last three years, so certainly it 
is conceivable [Health Director 
Mitch Katz] would include them 
in his target of cuts next year if he 
is required to make additional 
cuts,” said Van Gorder. 

As city health officials retool 
how they fund AIDS services due 
to decreases in funding, Sims said 
the city addbacks take some of the 
stress out of those conversations. 

“AIDS services and the struc¬ 
ture of AIDS services need to be 
changed. It shouldn’t be driven by 
budget cuts so this means that 
conversation can go forward,” said 
Sims. ▼ 


the defense tactics. 

“At the end, the jury very 
poignantly said (during exit inter¬ 
views), ‘Who does she think we 
are? This is Los Angeles in 2002,’” 
recalled Hammer. “I’m still amazed 
by that progress we’ve made.” 

The societal change has to hap¬ 
pen somewhere, agree advocates, 
because continuing to allow bi¬ 
ased defenses perpetuates the cli¬ 
mate in which the crime . T 


LEGAL NOTICES 

STATEMENT FILE A-0277244-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: E & M Cafe 380 Golden Gate Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94102. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Kwan Tsoi. 

The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 07-01-04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-30-04. 

JULY 8, 15,22,29 2004 


STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME. FILE NO: A-0270799-00 

The following person(s) have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name known 
as: E & M Cafe 

Located at: 380 Golden Gate Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94102. This business was 
conducted by an individual signed James 
Yu-Chia Na. The fictitious name referred to 
above was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on: 10-20-03. 

JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277257-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Lombard Heights Nail Salon 3288 
Steiner St. San Francisco, Ca. 94123. This 
business is conducted by a general partner¬ 
ship, signed Trn Thi Thu Thuy. The regis¬ 
trant^) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
^ name or names on 06-30-04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 06-30-04. 

JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277148-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Ego Products 887 Bush St. # 502 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94108. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Eugene 
Baher. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 06-15- 
04. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 06- 
28-04. 

JULY 8,15, 22, 29 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277362-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: 1207-1209 Guerrero Homeowners 1207 
Guerrero St. San Francisco, Ca. 94110. This 
business is conducted by a Homeowners As¬ 
sociation, signed Robert Anderson. The reg¬ 
istrants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 07-02-04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 07-02-04. 

JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277274-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: CLUBSEEN Magazine 1177 Polk St. 
Ste. #305 San Francisco, Ca. 94109. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Robert Kang. The registrants) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
n/a. The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-30-04. 
JULY 8,15, 22, 29 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277368-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: 333 International, LLC 66 Clipper St. 
Ste. #2 San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This 
business is conducted by a Limited Liability 
Company, signed Andrew J. Oliff. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on n/a. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 07-02-04. 

JULY 8,15, 22, 29 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277471-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Qeester, 460 Post St., San Francisco, 
Ca. 94102. This business is conducted by an 
individual, signed Timothy Blackmore. The 
registrants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 6/21/04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 07/09/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277309-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Shanti, 730 Polk St., San Francisco, 

Ca. 94109. This business is conducted by a 
corporation, signed H Sims. The 
registrants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 05/1/04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 07/01/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277075-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Freedom-of-Teach, 425 Market St.,Suite 
2200 San Francisco, Ca. 94105. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by a corporation, signed 
Tareq Mirza. The registrants) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 06/23/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 06/24/04. 
JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277419-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Durian Newsletter, 1923 35th Avenue 
San Francisco, Ca. 94116. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Cynthia 
Y. Lim. The registrants) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on NA. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 07/07/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277454-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: A&M Snacks, 1228 Gateview CL #C 
San Francisco, Ca. 94130. This business is 
conducted by a general partnership, signed 
Antoinette James. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
07/08/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
07/08/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277385-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: H3,1221 Harrison St., Suite #6, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Mark T. 
Haynie. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on NA. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 07/06/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277384-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Banana Best, 554 Commercial St., San 
Francisco, Ca. 94111. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Vena 
Shotiveyaratana. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
NA. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
07/06/04. 

JULY 15, 22,29, AUG. 5, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276973-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Grayson Sinclair Bourne Design, 2327 
20th Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94116. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Grayson S. Bourne. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on n/a. The statement was filed with 
the City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
06-22-04. 

JULY 22, 29, AUS. 5,12, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277450-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Wright Way Property Management, 558 
Filbert Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94133. 
This business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Greg Wright. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business underthe above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
07/08/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
07/08/0404. 

JULY 22, 29, AUG. 5,12, 2004 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 04541450 

In the matter of the application of 
Chriseli Anne Bethea Borja for 
change of name. The application of 
Chriseli Anne Bethea Borja for 
change of name having been filed in 
Court, and it appearing from said ap¬ 
plication that Chriseli Anne Bethea 
Borja has filed an application propos¬ 
ing that his/her name be changed to 
Joseli B. Mallari. Now therefore, it is 
hereby ordered, that all persons inter¬ 
ested in said matter do appear before 
this Court in Department 218 on the 
ninth day of September at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the appli¬ 
cation for change of name should not 
be granted. 

JULY 22, 29, AUG. 5,12, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277633-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Kiki Yo, 605 B Chenery Street San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94131. This business is conducted 
by an individual, signed Kirklan C. Taber. 

The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on 07/15/04. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 07/15/04 
JULY 22, 29, AUG. 5,12, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277614-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Mark Tetrault Design, 3851 26th Street, 
San Francisco, Ca. 94131. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Mark 
Tetrault. The reglstrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 07/02/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 07A5/04 
JULY 22, 29, AUG. 5,12, 2004 


























































24 BAY AREA REPORTER 29 July 2004 


I 




. Bay A reaRepc >rter 

Classifieds 


REAL ESTATE 



Commercial Property 

on 1-80 near Auburn, CA 
at Weimar. 

Aprox 5600+ sq ft = $85 per sq ft, 
foreclosed upon property. 
Repainted and carpeted to 
sell fast. Upstairs 2 bdrm, 
2 ba, LR, + 2 bonus rooms, kit, 
built-in pool. Downstairs was former restaurant now can be 
up to 20 person office, business or just a large home. 
$485,000 

Coldwell Banker, Shelley Grossenbacher 916-539-6179 



DOUGLAS 

DELIVERS 

SERVING 

ALL OF 

SONOMA 

COUNTY 

Prudential 


Take advantage of Doug Bohling’s 

• 16 years of Wine Country experience 

• expertise which has earned him a spot 
in the top 6% of ail producers in the 
national Prudential network 

• specialties: homes, land & resorts 
Call now for a hassle-free consultation 

( 707 ) 829-2011 

doug.bohling@prurealty.com 

www.SonomaCountyRealtor.net 


PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-323-8913. 

Email: 

AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 

PALM SPRINGS CA 

32 room hotel near downtown, very private, 
$3.4M. Hillside home on 1 Ac., $339K. 
4BR, 2 BA Home $339k. 

Keith &AI - DBLRealtors. 
www.video-realty.com 760416-7476 ^ 

MAUI MAGIC 

LuckyComeHawaii.com 

808-280-3442 

■E30 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY 
WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com ^ 

HOME W/POOLIN BAY AREA 

Enjoy the warm summers in a 
beautiful home for under 500K. 
http://terrymarshall.com/HABAR.html 
or 925.680.1177 

E31 

SPECIAL 

OPPORTUNITY 

Affordable BMR Condominiums 
through the Mayor's Office of Hous¬ 
ing 88 Townsend (@2nd St.) 
First-time buyers only. 

Income and Resale Restrictions 
Apply. 

Prospective buyers must register 
at the Sales office by July 26th 

CALL 415-371-8088 

Marketed by Pacific Marketing 
Assoc. 


i 

ByyA 

iREAi 

Reporter 


RENTALS 


Brisbane Hills: Modern apartment with 
million dollar view. 10 min from City 
and SFO. NS, ND, $1200/mo must be neat 
& clean, resp. 415-235-3098. 

PETALUMA VICTORIAN ESTATE 

2000 sc^ae feet, 9 raomsy 2 bed 2 batty huge 
yard NS, Pets negotiate convenient to 101 
$195Qtnonth. 707-7952376 

_E33 

4 VIEW LOVERS 

Dream Homes 2 & 3 Bedroom private 
split level. Brand new units for rent 2 
blks to all freeways. Incl appliances. 
Great yard deck, one-car garage 
parking. Call for appointment 
(415) 553-8632. 

http://fl.pg.photos@yahoo.com/ha_ 

9581c 

_E32 

$995M 2 BR 
HOUSE 

Walk to SF Ferry and Waterfront 
1880's Italianate Victorian home 
w/hot tub, fireplace, wood floors 
newer kitchen, carpets and off-street 
parking! Great gardens! 

Call Todd - (707) 235-4277 or Troy 
(707) 246-6855 

E33 

Thinking of moving to the Palm 
Springs area? Cathetral City Cove 
home. lBdrm,A/C, garage,fireplace 
$1100/month+Security Dep. 

Thecovei ncc@aol .com 
510-858-6890. 


ROOMMATES 

Colorful Victorian room for rent 
W/D, D/W $695 Fred 415-929-7626 

E30 

Gay Vallejo! Near Water & Ferry 

S375M0 

W/HOTTUB 

Seniors & those w/HIV? Affordable 
housing in a Gay household is avail¬ 
able for you! Share our 4 bedroom 
home on Lavendar Hill! W/fireplace, 
gym, spa, gardens and more! - 
Call Todd (707) 235-4277 or 
Troy (707) 246-6855 

GAYROOMIE.COM 

Get moving...It's Spring! 

Browse hundreds of on-line 
listings with photos. Visit... 
www.gayroomie.com 

San Leandro 

Share 2-bedrm, 11/2-ba. condo W/D, 
pool, gym, hot tub, great location, 1 
block BART, $500+1/2 utilities. 
(510) 895-9609. 



WANTED 

Gay-staffed Nursing Home wanted by 
73 year old Gay USAF retired 
sergeant. I'm incontinent, a diabetic, 
wear a hearing aid and have an elec¬ 
tric wheel chair. I need help taking 
my two Insulin shots each day, show¬ 
ering and often in the bathroom and I 
need a warm place to live (I have a 
low body temp); I am disease-free, 
don't smoke or drink or normally cuss 
To $1,500 per month. James, 7231 
Boulder Ave, #272, Highland, CA 
92346-3313 


NOTICES 

Queer? 

Grow up Mennonite or Brethren? 
We're gathering Oct. 9-11, 2004. 
Don't need to be churchy. 

Great singing! 

Curious? 

Go to www.bmclgbt.org 

E31 

Gracias Sn Judas Tadeo, gracias 
Dios, gracias Virgencita de 
Guadalupe por los favores recibidos. 

E31 

CALIFORNIA LEATHER 
MAN, WOMAN &BOY 

contests will take place the weekend 
of October 22-24. Winners advance 
to compete for the national titles in 
Washington, DC in April 2005. 


REAL ESTATE 


Looking to buy or 
sell in Central 
Contra Costal 

Call me, I can help you 

925 . 209.3389 

Names of every size and type in 
Ormda, Lafayette, Walnut Creek, 
Pleasant Hill, Concord, Martinez, : 
Alamo, Danville, San Ramon 
and surrounding areas, 
www.PniReaitv'.ooin/loTOSteyer 
TomJSteyer^PruReal ty.com 



Palm Springs Real Estate 



Robert Ramblas 

■ Residential and Commercial Properties 

■ ID3IExchanges 

■ Small Hotels and Inns 

■ Covering Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage. 
Palm Desert and Cathedral City 


RE/MAX 

760.799.2IGG 

www.dESBrt-homBS.nBt 



SAN DIEGO 

A Lifestyle to Enjoy 




Alan Emery 

REALTOR 

Move to Palm Springs 
the Affordable Gay Paradise 

Call me at: ( 760 ) 323-8913 

Email: AlanEmeryRealtor®aol.com 
www.AlanEmery.com 

im, RE^MSC 


Jy^lduertisers: 



REEL IN MORE SALES 

Your ads in the fty/lREAflEPORTER 
attract Responsive Readers. 

An ad placed in our publication reaches loyal, 
interested readers. Our circulation figures are audited 
independently by Verified Audit Circulation, 
your guarantee of an accurate count. 

Verified Audit Circulation is a national 
auditing service respected for over 50 years 
in the publishing industry. 

BayA reaHeporter 

415-861-5019 

Avoid Exaggerations — Insist on Audited Circulation. 


BYJVEI^IflED 

www.verinedaudit.com 
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15 Newly Remodeled One Bedroom Suites 

♦ Ideal Location near Queen's Surf 
Gay beach, Hula's and 24 Hours Fitness 
Includes Continental Breakfast & Tropical 

Veranda with an 8-Man Spa 

• Waikiki's Only Gay Owned and 

Operated Guest House 
* Free Access to Max's Gym 




2551 Cartwright Road 
Honolulu, HT 96815 
www.cabana-waikikt.com 


For Reservations Call Toll-free; 

1 - 877 - 902-2121 

In HI (808) 926-5555 or fax (808) 926-5566 


K2LTA 


HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 

_ El 

SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 



W.E.L. Tax Services 


You work hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

Bill Lentini 



TRAVEL 


grCmsEOm, 

#7 In Cruising, Nationwide 


WE REPRESENT ALL 
MAJOR CRUISE LINES! 


Gay Mexico Group Tours 
Fur and Fantasy at budget prices 

PUERT# VALLARTA PARADISE PARTY 

Cancun Gay Fall Fiesta 

www.GayMexiooExpePta.com 

800 - 765-4370 


Call Your Local Independent 
Cruise Specialists for 
Current Specials and 
Free CruiseOne Magazine 

Terry Croly & David Pyle 

www.cruiseone.com/tcroly 

San Francisco cu* 
(415) 674 7500 
(800) 676 9998 



GAY PARIS TOUR 

Small group of gay men touring Paris 
Oct 11-18. Monuments/bars/museums 
/etc. 720.404.8525 or write to: 
gaiparistours@earthlink.net. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
SUMMER'S STILL HOT AT SF RECREATION AND PARKS 

Check out the following children-friendly events, happening in August: 

t 

The Young People's Teen Musical Theatre Company presents "Wiz-O-Mania," 

Thursdays and Saturdays through August 7, at 8 p.m., and Sunday, August 1 & 8, at 2 p.m., 
at the Randall Theater, 199 Museum Way in San Francisco. Over the years, more than 900 
teens have participated in this city arts program, now celebrating its 21st year. Come enjoy 
the magic of theater. Tickets: $7-9. For more information, please call (415) 554-9523. 
t 

Saturdays are Special at the Randall Museum. Drop in for hands-on art and science work¬ 
shops every Saturday, between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m., at the Randall Museum, 199 Museum 
Way. All ages welcome; under 8 years old must be accompanied by adult. Cost: $3 per per¬ 
son. For more information, please call (415) 554-9600. 
t 

August 7 Rock Painting- Try your hand at the art of rock painting. 

August 14 Clay Insects- Invent an insect out of self-drying clay and wire, then ad color with 
iridescent paint. 

August 21 Arachnids- Learn about arachnids and create your own eight-legged creature 
with fangs. 

August 28 Wooden Yo-Yos- Make a wooden yo-yo that really works, 
t 

2004 Soccer Shoot-Out Contest— All girls and boys ages 8 through 13 are invited to 
compete in this citywide summer soccer event, a best-of-15-shots-on-goal contest, August 
14, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For more information, please contact Scott Golde at 
(415) 753-7109. First place winners will be eligible for the region-wide competition. Na¬ 
tional winners receive $20,000 scholarships for college. FREE! 

T 

The Sharon Art Studio’s Annual Summer Pottery Sale, August 8, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The Summer Sale features beautiful and functional hand-crafted pottery, including vases, 
bowls, serving dishes and teapots. The Sharon Art Studio is located in Golden Gate Park, 
adjacent to Children’s Playground and the carrousel. For more information, please call 
(415)753-7004. 
t 

For more information on any of the programs or sites operated by the Recreation and 
Park Department, please call (415) 831-2782. 

t 

THE SAN FRANCISCO CITY CLINIC 

City Clinic provides free or low cost, confidential, comprehensive sexually transmitted 
disease diagnostic and treatment services for anyone 12 years of age or older. The Clinic 
is located at 356 7th Street, between Folsom and Harrison Streets, and is open Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Tuesday from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m., and 
Thursday from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The telephone number is (415) 487- 5500. 

t 

SAN FRANCISCO ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL LOST PET HOTLINE 
Tell everyone you know about the SFACC lost and found Hotline! Dial -415/lost pet— on 
your touch tone phone and hear a list of animals brought to our animal shelter that day. 
We also provide complete information on how to look for your lost pet. Don't forget, 
that's 415/1-o-s-t - p-e-t, or 415/567-8738. 

We are the only shelter in the city that can accept lost animals, so keep our number handy. 
We hope you will never have to use it! 



STATEMENT FILE A-0277683-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as; Mobile Health Consultants, 1058 Haight 
Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94117. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by co-partners, signed Jay 
J. Kerzner. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 07/16/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 07/16/04 
JULY 22, 29, AUG. 5,12, 2004 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 04541465 

In the matter of the application of 
David Adam Lange for change of 
name. The application of David Adam 
Lange for change of name having 
been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that David 
Adam Lange has filed an application 
proposing that his/her name be 
changed to David Adam Galang. Now 
therefore, it is hereby ordered, that 
all persons interested in said matter 
do appear before this Court in De¬ 
partment 218 on the sixteenth day of 
September at 9:00 am of said day to 
show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be grant¬ 
ed. 

JULY 29, AUG. 5,12,19, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0277758-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Songs For All Seasons, 2490 33rd Ave. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94116. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Hilda C. 
Schedler. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 07/20/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 07/20/04 
JULY 29, AUG. 5,12,19, 2004 


JOBS OFFERED 




ARE you LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job getting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate.alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. T \j 

Excellent pay and great benefits! * 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life « 401 (k) ■ Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays » Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one 
year 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


^^^or^Email^ t J^bs@adultsu^ersource i com^^J 





MAINTENANCE 

DIRECTOR 

Steamworks in Berkeley is 
interviewing for a full time 
facilities manager. Knowl¬ 
edge of HVAC, carpentry 
skills, plumbing, spa mainte¬ 
nance, general electrical and 
maintenance skills necessary 
for this competitive wage, 
full time position with full 
amenities in an all-gay envi¬ 
ronment. Please call 510- 
845-8995 ext. 21 and speak 
with Mike Nash to arrange 
' an interview or FAX your 
resume to 510-845-8992. 



“DON’T BEHAVE” 

Club promoter seeks freaks of all 
races. Small to tall, thin to plump, 
strut your stuff and make some quick 
dinero. Leave message on VM at 
510-236-1110. 


INSTRUCTION 



• All Levels • Individual Classes • 


MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415) 441-2062 


CONVERSATIONAL 
SPANISH TEACHER 

$15 Hr. You choose time/place. 

All leverages welcome! 

415-540-1210 Fri endly & Experienced. 


FRESH ART TEACHER 

Your place, u choose projet, time 
I'm experienced - all ages, levels. 
$15/hr. 415-240-9092. 


kiliOhiEs 



Do you really want, 
to enjoy your next 
trip to France? 

• Learn the basics 

• Refresh your French : 

• Advanced levels ' 

Individuals/Group Classes 

Call Chantal @ 

510.375.2258 I 

chantalgw@AOL.com 
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UPKEEP 


Brookline 

Aries 

We 
Like 


k 


Electric 

Old Houses 


CONDO CONVERSIONS 


(415) 239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Japeters@pacbell.net 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



BAY 

ELECTRIC 

f PH (41 
-Free 

15) 563-5645 n 
Estimates! = 

Lighting • Kitchen Remodels*panels 
New Plugs and Switches • Service Calls 
CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 



C. Leverman 

Electric 


Residential & Commercial 
Re-Wiring Underground 
Quality Works 
Bond & insured 
Reasonable Price 
Free Estimate 


Carlos Leverman 
415.333.4189 
415.760.5970 Cell 



slux 

Painting & Decorating 

Interior & Exterior 


Golden Pro 
Painting 

Quality 

Interior/ Exterior work 

415.724-3130 

CA Lie. # 773087 


Remodels. Additions, Kitchens, 
Baths, Stone, Brick, Concrete 
Excellent Refs. Reasonable Rates 

Lie. # 778096 Danny 290-9104 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415 . 584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 


coLomsi 
pmme, co. 

• Commercial/Residential 
»Interior/Exterior 
' Natural Wood 
Preservation 


1 Quality Craftsmanship 
• Over 20 Yrs. Experience 


(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 
Gensteve@pacbell.net 

CA Lie. #786219 



DESIGN & BUILDING 
CONTRACTOR 



CA Lie. * SIMM 


Kitchen, Baths, and 
interior Remodel Specia lists 

415-261-0202 


Aa/ 

iu VtW ok7 Office 

Call 415 - 577-1665 Peter 
Remodeling, Troubleshooting, 
Service Changes 
N o Job Too Small • Low Rates 


Thomas Starr Stevens 


DESIGNER/CRAFTSMAN 

♦ 

CUSTOM CABINETRY & TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODELING 

415 - 641 - 4141 


PHILLIP JAMES 


•HOME REMODELING* 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

■ PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK« 

415-374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


E&R PAINTING 

For a fine and neat painting 
Interior & Exterior 
Residential &Commercial 

FREE estimates 

415 - 232-0100 


SERVICES 


CARPENTRY 

■ ■■■■■■ ■ 

Specializing in 
Kitchens 
& Baths 

Interior 
Remodeling 

Crown & 
Custom Trim 

Windows & Doors 

Impeccable References 

' 415 - 505-2427 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

(415) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 


NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 

QUALITY ROOFING SINCE 19811 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specially 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured PL & PO-State Lic#'757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 



r CALIFORNIA 
^CARPENTRY CO. 


BATHROOMS & KITCHENS 
DECKS & FENCES 

TEL: 415.244.8523 

LIC #841971 


High Quality Workmanship/Great Prices 

EURO 

Painting & Restoration 

Residential Commercial Interior Exterior 

(415)519-7377 

www.eurorestorating.com 
Fully Bonded Insured_State Lie. # 792783 



fers. 

INTERIORS ONLY 
CQ LQR C ONSUL TATIO N 


GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415.370.4849 

JPPCOMPANYQAOL.COM 


CARPENTRY 

ALL PHASES • DRY ROT 

( 415 ) 621-1379 

Wren 


Drywall/Plaster - highest quality 
new/repair/patch. Artistic detail, 
textures. $28hr. 20+yrs. 995-4782^ 

STEVE THE CARPENTER 

20 yrs. experience 415-255-7014 ^ 

HANDYMAN 

Painting, Drywall, Brickwork,Fenc¬ 
ing, Concrete, Decks. Reasonable 
rates References 415-333-4189• CarltK 

Painting, odd jobs,7 days* 724-3252 


Plumbing Services 

./a 

• Competitive Rates 

• Commercial & 

Residential 

• Water & Sewer Problems J > 

• Kitchen, Bathroom -s, ' Vi/ 

Addition Plumbing zZJ 

Guaranteed Quality Work 
SaieUc.#: 415.225.4960 

821398 plumbman.com 



Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 


Lone Star 
Plumbing 


BATHS. KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK > REMODELING SPECIALISTS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 

STATE LIC #430557 



5jorn Landscapes 

Vo fe 

Landscape Design • Services S Maintenance 


Creating Sanctuaries for over J years 

v | T 

Shade Gardens • Water Features • Stone Patios 

\ f li -' 

Rock Walls • Irrigation & Lighting Systems 

\ | / 

For a free consultation, please contact: 

:A f 

Anders Bjorn • 

V- . \ 

BjornLandscape@earthlink.net 


Est. 1986 

CRAWFORD LOCK SERVICE 


“The One To Pick” 


RESIDENTIAL « 


CERTIFIED PRIMUS ONE CENTER 

CA Contr. Lie. # 554283 


COMMERCIAL • AUTO 

415 - 621-0215 

• CA Locksmith Lie. # LC02128 


Fernando Cleaning Servioes 
Hardworking Brazilian Guy 
• Houses • Offices • Buildings 

10 Years Experience • Great References 
(415) 567-6213 / (415) 571-7894 cell 
Call Free Estimates 


Landscape Design 
& Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 


CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPE¬ 
CIALIZING IN LOW-MAINTENANCE 
PLANTINGS AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION 
SYSTEMS, DECKS, HOT TUBS & 
FENCES. OUTSTANDING REFERENCES. 
PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA,LIC 


@ (415) 282-0288 



FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTRTIDN 
CALL JERNINE 
415 861-5381 isfi 


DIEGO 

Excellent housecleaner with great ref¬ 
erences. Call Diego @ 415-378- 
7728. 

E32 

Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine Deliv¬ 
ered to your doorstep For monthly 
menu, CALL: JANE • 826-2133 
www.pealcuisine.com ^ 

Cleaning Professional 17yrs exp. 
Home or Office. Roger Miller 
(415) 664-0513 

FLOWER 

ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 

E1B 

Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs, Lie. Call 

WREN •621-1379 

_E37 

AN AFFORDABLE & PROFESSIONAL 
Solution to your cleaning needs! 

WIZARD 

CLEAN 

TEAM 

Reliable*Detailed* Excellent References 

A COMPLETE CLEANING SVC 

Call the Wizard @ 415-487-0114 



BASIC CLEAN $40 WKLY 

or bi-weekly. Once $55. Flat rate, 
not hourly, whole house clean. 

In B.A.R. ten years, 10,000 jobs 
done. Try the hourly & other services, 
then call me, 420-2926 Guaranteed 

___E32 

Christopher's House Cleaning 
8 yrs. exp. Free est. 370-4341. 

1 ___E30 

PRUNE YOUR TREES 

Expert in pruning of all variaties of 
trees and more. Please call: 334- 

3334 E31 

Container Gardening and 
Micro-Irrigation installation 
650-756-3885. 

HOUSE/OFFICE 

CLEANING 

Great references & Rates 
Call 415-505-0069 Guillermo 

_E31 

House cleaner, Personal Assistant 
Organizer,driver,errands,moving, pet- 
house sitter, caregiver. Mike495-2312 ^ 

Nude housecleaning 7days 724-3252. 



NEED PHOTOS? 

portraits, 
head shots, 
weddings. 

415 

special events, 
and more 

861 

WWW. 

7216 

Gaywedding 

Photographer.com 
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hauling 


RELOC4W 

^ (415) 621-5164 ^ 

CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16’ ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

★ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


CASTRO HAUUNG 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


Trash, Garage, Junk, Debris, Carpet 
Removal, Padding, Nail Strips, Appliances, 
Large Truck, Furniture Rearranging 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 


EZ RELOCATION 


HOME & OFFICE 
415-252-5938 • pgr41 5-597-1889 


'FAST HAUL* 

-..415 665-0800 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer-Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


TOM’S MOVING 

Large Truck Avail • Small or Large Jobs 
Loading and Unloading of Rental Trucks 
Fast Friendly Service 
Short Notice Welcome 


Call: 415.240.6397 


2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. Louis 902-3229 

_E35 

Hauling, etc, 441-1054. Large Truck! 
Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cement 



MOVERS 


WpatRyah 
Movinc & 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 

• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

• Licensed & Insured 

Cal T #189509 




MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 


FREE ESTIMATES 


[PACKING * MOVING • STORAGE] 


415 * 821*4755 

WWW*JACKTRUX»C0N1 


TECH SUPPORT 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Prompt 

* Thorough 

* 12 Years Exp 

Es 

_Ljl_ 

Rick 415.821.179? 


Computer Help 


In your home- installation- 
troubleshooting-DSL-etc. 

Windows & Mac 
competitive rates-7 days 

Joe (415) 431-6766 


Need PC help? s 



Experienced 

IT 

Friendly y 


Lc 

Reasonable 


ro 

Ed: 415-282-0383 [ 



Telephone support for your 
Computer, Software, 
Web 6 Internet applications 

415.759.0996 

Accept: Visa/Mastercard 


gliihllirH-Ji 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office £> 
throughout the Bay Area. 


415-552-7909 

www.sf-remain.com 


^Communications 
Telephone & Computer Cabling 
Telephone 5 Voicemail Systems 
Intercom Systems ■ Video Surveillance Systems 
Business/Residence lnfosiallwired.net 

tic. # 736383 Ph: 468-9400 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 
zackhelp@sbcglobal.net 


HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 


ANDREWKEWLK1D.COM 

San Francisco's Best Photos. 


Good dish on any one int the leather- 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com 


WANT TO STAY ON TOP 

of leather events around the world? 
Click regularly on www. Leather Page, 
com weekly. Stay informed. Stay on 
top. Stay in the loop! Do it now! 


COUNSELING 


DU 


(415) 431-3220 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 
Gay Men’s Therapy Groups 

• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression 

• Move beyond Fear & Grief 

• Become More Fully Alive 


Results-oriented, compassionate 
therapy for individuals and couples 


resolve painful emotions 
strengthen relationships 
manage alcohol, drugs or sex issues 

415.522.2953 

Milam Freitag, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist PSV14929 

Financial District Location 


visit my website www.milQm-freitag.com 



RON FOX, Ph D., mft 

COUNSELING 6c PSYCHOTHERAPY 
INDIVIDUALS • COUPLES • GROUPS 

• Relationships • Self-esteem 

• Intimacy • Depression 

• Coming out Issues • Sexuality 

• HIV/AIDS concerns • Anxiety 

• Co-dependency • Stress 

• ACA/dysfinctional family Issues 

CONVENIENT CASTRO OFFICE 
INSURANCE/SLIDING SCALE 
License #MFC 22194 
www.ronfoxphd.com 

SAN FRANCISCO 751-6714 


Walt Odets, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist PSY-12715 

Individual 
psychotherapy 
& couples counseling 
in the East Bay 


510 - 845-4628 

www.waltodets.com 


Brief, ^ 
solution- \ 
focused 
therapy and 
coaching 
for individuals 
and couples 

Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSY18892) 

(415) 955-1975 
www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 


BA 


REABEPORTER 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

□ American Express 
Minimum $10 charge. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
SF, CA 94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 

OR E-MAIL: 

baradv@aol.com 


THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ASSOCIATION OF THE BAY AREA 


ncn-txoSt ccsfporcrficn 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888.869.4993 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 
CAUFORNIA’S OLDEST G/L/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available. 

wvmgaylesta.org 


N<?w S essions R gginniJig this Month! 



support groups for sober 
men & women. 

Recognizing relapse ~ Managing triggers 
Switching addictions ~ Dating & Sex 
w The group will identify additional top¬ 
ics of interest a 
Individual Therapy Also Provided 

facilitated by Bill Amaral, MSW (A5W 14431) 
3884 24th St. (Between Church and Sanchez) 
in San Francisco 
wpamaral@comcast. net 


» RCH 


HIV+\+ PARTNERS 

Participate in a study the only of its 
kind on HIV reinfection that can ben¬ 
efit you and others living with HIV to 
make more informed decisions about 
treatment and sexual behavior. You 
can get $50 and free drug resistant 
testing in a UCSF study in HIV rein¬ 
fection. Call 415-476-9296 x361 


HEPATITIS B POSITIVE, 
HIV NEGATIVE 

Pays $400.00 PER WEEK for blood 
plasma. 415-621-2915, Ext. 2 
email: DRjay@questclinical.com. 


































































































































































































Join us on Sunday, August 8th 
for “Summer of Love 2004” 
11:30am - 1:30pm, Larsen Park 
19th Ave. & Wawona St. 
San Francisco, California 



UBERMION THROUGH LOVE fcND EQUMJTT 



Mabel Teng with Georgia Kolias and Willy Wilkinson 
Image Courtesy of Arleen Ng, European Pressphoto Agency 


(ml svmums wucomid 

Brought tt yiu by the Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, 
the Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center, 
Equality Califeraia/Marriage Equality Califemia, 
and the Asian Pacific American Cealition far Equality 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT WWW.OAPA.ORO 

TO DOWNLOAD FIVERS. PLEASE VISIT WWW.EXOTICIZEMVFIST.(OM/RAUVFLVER.PDF 



































Skaters, graffiti and skateboard art 

‘Beautiful Losers: Contemporary Art & 
Street Culture ’ at Yerba Buena Center. 

page 34 

‘Pennies’ arcade 

New life for Peters/Martin 
MGM musical daydream. 

page 37 

■ 

Candidate Meryl 

Streep on ‘Manchurian 
and her stellar film career. 

page 31 
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Neil Sandilands and 
Rouxnet Brown play the 
leads in Proteus. * 


Ebony and ivory 

Interracial same-sen love 

goes on trial in Proteus' by Sandip Roy 

T here are two myths about gay films that Proteus, opening Friday at the 
Castro Theatre, is quick to demolish. One is that gay films cannot deal 
with anything much more serious than cute shirtless boys flirting in West 
Hollywood. The second is that whether it’s set in the Castro or small¬ 
town Montana, a gay film is essentially a post-Stonewall creature. It’s as 
if before then, there were no gay men, just men who had sex with men. 
Proteus, on the other hand, is set in the 1730s, in the notorious Robben Is¬ 
land prison in South Africa, which once housed Nelson Mandela. It’s based on 
the real transcripts of an interracial sodomy trial involving Rijkhaart Jacob- 
sz, a Dutch sailor, and Claas Blank, a Khoi herder, often disparagingly called 
a Hottentot. But when director John Greyson first saw the script, he was non¬ 
plussed. “On the surface, there didn’t seem to be much there. It was interest¬ 
ing, but where was the narrative?” he wondered. 

His South African co-director, anti-apartheid activist Jack Lewis, who had 
stumbled upon the transcript while researching for a campaign to include 
non-discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation in the South African 
Constitution, asked him to read between the lines of the transcript. 

“Looking through that manuscript was rather like looking at the Turin 
Shroud for signs of what may have been,” says Lewis. “Through the semi¬ 
opaque text of the 270-year-old court transcript, we really believed we could 
discern the outline of a relationship.” 

The transcripts showed the men had been caught having sex several times 
over a decade. C&uld they just call it sex anymore, wondered Greyson. “If you 
keep having sex with a man, the same man, year after year, you beg for words 
to define what you are doing,” he says. 

In fact, the film opens with a sort of Greek chorus of court stenographers 
tussling with the exact same problem: how to name the act the two men had 
been accused of. 

Naming is at the core of this film. A third character in the film is an Eng¬ 
lish botanist who is trying to name and classify the Protea species of flowers, 
and is captivated by the young Khoi herder. “The film is really about classifi¬ 
cation as well,” says Greyson. “It’s about systemization, hierarchical ordering, 
Latinization, about taking things in native languages and obliterating them.” 

Living history 

South Africa’s first gay feature could easily have been a historical costume 
picture. “The first version was sort of a bleak Merchant-and-Ivory collision 
with Chantal Ackerman,” chuckles Greyson. But the actual film ends up with 
anachronistic touches like jeeps. “It keeps the audience on its toes to not nec- 
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Reconcilinr 
Dluslim ana gay 

Counting on Cary Grant 

in Toucn of Pink by David Lamble 

B rowing up, Ian Rashid was aware of an odd fact: his very prop¬ 
er mother had a secret fantasy life with Cary Grant. “As a young 
woman in colonial East Africa, my mother would watch old 
Hollywood films, and they had a huge power over her life. Be¬ 
fore she married my father, my mother came to London. She 
was a very poor, uneducated Muslim woman in her early 20s who 
somehow found the resources to get herself to London for a year, os¬ 
tensibly to take a secretarial course, but that was just bizarre to me. 

“Years later, when we were growing up as refugees in Canada, the 
only quality time I spent with my mother was when I was ill from 
school. She’d feed me soup, and we’d watch That Touch of Mink. Sud- 

page 38 ► 



Kyle MacLachlan 
and Jimi Mistry in 
Touch of Pink 
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People, people who clap people 


Are the gushiest people in the Castro Theatre world 








The Songs of Cole Porter 

July 23 - August 8 
Fri & Sat at 8:00 PM. Sun at 3:00 PM 


by Roberto Friedman 


ateline: Newsroom. Print 
If U media worldwide are expe- 

. riencing a decline in reader- 
ship, while the PVD industry is 
going va-va-boom. Newspaper 
editors the globe over are asking 
ourselves: What could DVDs pos¬ 
sibly have that we don’t have? The 
answer is obvious: Special bonus 
features! This oversight is so easi¬ 
ly remedied. 

Bonus follow-up item to last 
week’s cover interview/career sur¬ 
vey of movie star Jane Russell: 
Last Friday night’s Marc 
Huestis-produced gala Ladies & 
Gentlemen Prefer Jane Russell! at 
the Castro Theatre was certainly 
one of his best. Being in the audi¬ 
ence is always somewhat like at¬ 
tending a bizarre Holiday Spec¬ 
tacular at the Radio City Music 
Hall in a parallel universe, where 
the stage show comes first, and 
twisted. 

As Russell and Marilyn 
Monroe in a number from 
Gentleman Prefer 

Blondes, troupers 
Matthew Martin and 
Jordan L’Moore were 
pitch-perfect. Their 
costumes by SF cou¬ 
turier Mr. David were 
stitch-perfect. A pris¬ 
tine archival print 
of the classic film 
would screen later 
— much later. 

First, amid thunderous ova¬ 
tions from standing and deliver¬ 
ing queens, gentleman walker F. 
Allen Sawyer escorted La Russell 
herself to the Castro stage for her 
onstage interview with chatty 
hatty Jan Wahl. Huestis was 
right: Even in advanced years, JR 
does look like the original model 
for animated bombshell Jessica 
Rabbit. 

During the cozy chat, simul¬ 
cast on the giant Castro screen, 
Jane was disconcertingly given to 


Matthew Martin as Jane, Jane Russell, and Jordan L'Moore as Marilyn. 


quoting from Scripture, referring 
repeatedly to the vicissitudes of 
her career as a series of “accidents 
of the Lord,” which had the odd 
and surely unintentional effect of 
making Him seem rather 
a clumsy deity. The Hat 
Lady cleverly tried to 
get Russell to retrace 
the steps in her ca¬ 
reer — “Then the 
Lord brought you to 
Bob Hope!” — largely 
to no avail. But soon the 
classic star was hand¬ 
ed a wireless mic 
and allowed to per¬ 
form, belting out 
“Big Bad Jane,” 
playing to the Castro balcony, and 
in the process reminding us why 
she is a star. 

Jane was plain about all those 
years of being the focus of pin-up 
photographers: “They’d say, 
‘Janey, pick up these two pails,’ 
and then you’re on the cover of all 
the magazines. My whole family 
wanted to puke, especially me.” 

She shrugged and lifted an 
arched eyebrow when asked why 
mad mogul/movie producer 
Howard Hughes was so into 


breasts and so fetishy about them. 
“It was his bag.” 


Tom of Finland meets toile. 

Hot sheets 

Bonus bedroom furnishings 
item: Dirty Linens is the newline 
of bed linens from Groovy Q, pil¬ 
lowcases and sheets patterned in 
what the company describes as 
the world’s first gay toile. Popular¬ 
ized in 17th-century France, toile 
is fabric patterned with illustra¬ 
tions, usually pastorals celebrating 
the joys of country life. But in 
Dirty Linens, all those demure 
shepherdesses have been replaced 
by biker boys lifted from the pages 


of Physique Pictorial, resplendent 
in chaps and boots. 

The line includes pillowcases, 
king and queen (we’ll say) sheets, 
lounge pants and boxer shorts, alt 
made from 200-thread-count 
combed cotton. Designer Avram 
Finkelstein remarks, “Dirty 
Linen is the demented Love Child 
of Martha Stewart and John 
Waters. We’re Laura Ashley’s 
evil twin.” 

Well, now that they’ve made 
their bed, they’ll have to lie in it. 
But we wonder how many biker 
boys really know the meaning of 
toile. Info at www.groovyq.com. 


More pulp 

Thanks for all the nice feed¬ 
back on writer Jeff Reys’ arts 
cover story a few weeks back, on 
the classic gay pulp novels of Vic¬ 
tor J. Banis. As a special bonus 
value-added item in this week’s 
issue, please find the cover of one 
more gay pulp paperback, Good- 
Bye, My Lover, this one scribed by 
a writer with the immortal pseu¬ 
donym J.X. Williams. Click 
here. 

Extra helpings 

Free bold-face bonus bonanza: 
Most of these celebrated perform¬ 
ers will appear at Help is on the 
Way X, Broadway and All That 
Jazz: Lucie Arnaz, Brian Boi- 
tano, Franc D’Ambrosio, Tyne 
Daly, Flo Henderson, Lucy Law- 


Will Flo show at HI0TW? 


less, Meg Mackay, Sean Mc¬ 
Dermott, Bruce Vilanch. Some¬ 
times artists will have to cancel 
after our presstime. Northern 
California’s largest AIDS benefit 
concert takes place on Monday, 
Aug. 2, at the Palace of Fine Arts 
Theater, 3301 Lyon St. in SF. May 
already be sold out; tickets ($75- 
$150+): (415) 273-1620. 

Bonus celeb item: Hometown 
legend Connie Champagne 
wowed the crowd down south at 
the Ford Ampitheatre, right 
across from the Hollywood Bowl, 
last Saturday night as she joined 
the West Hollywood Orchestra 

next page ► 


Connie as Judy in WeHo 


0SCARCALIBER! 

DO NOT MISS THIS ABSOLUTE 
STUNNER OF A FILM!” 

Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 

“WONDERFUL! 

THE RESULT IS ALMOST INDESCRIBABLY 

POWERFUL AND MOVING!” 

Leonard Maltin 


, :» HI , :TH W: 


UPLIFTING! 

Jan Wahl, KRQN-TV San Francisco 

BROADWAY 


BALM THEATER 

3630 Balboa Street @ 38th Avenue 
12:50 PM. 4:40 PM, 8:30 PM 


OPEN JULY 30! 


Get your Pride Season Ten subscription now and and save up to $58! Good seats still available. 


SAVOY 

The Pew Charitable Trusts 


UNDER 

QNE 

ROOF 




THCATRCra 25 y an N ess /\ venue • $ an Francisco ♦ (415) 861-8972 visit us on line www.nctcsf.org 
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citibank' 


Exclusive 6-week siege prior to Broadway 

August 31 thru October 10 

CURRAN THEATRE 

tic ketmaster 415 - 512-7770 

Group info: 415-551-2020 • bestofbroadway-sf.com 
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Re-elect Meryl Streep Actress-in-Chief 

'The Manchurian Candidate' is revamped by director Jonathan Demme 


by Tim Nasson 


||| eryl Streep: The name is 
| Mi synonymous with flawless 

4 % I acting. Not just in tearjerk- 
er dramas like The Bridges of Madi¬ 
son County and Angels in America. 
Don’t forget the comedic side of 
Meryl Streep in Defending Your Life, 
She-Devil and Death Becomes Her. 
It’s not hard to figure out why many 
bestow the title Greatest Living 
Actor upon her. In 27 years, Streep 
has managed to accumulate 13 
Academy Award nominations, with 
two wins to her name: Supporting 
Actress in Kramer vs. Kramer, Best 
Actress in Sophie’s Choice. 

At 55, Streep has many years to 
go, and who knows how many 
more Oscar nominations, before 
she packs up her bag of acting 
tricks and retires. And to think, 
she hadn’t always wanted to act. “I 
wanted to be an opera singer. That 
was my dream as a girl and as a 
teenager,” Streep told me. Not 
until she was a student at Vassar 
did the acting bug bite her. 

This is a great year for Streep. 
She has won the Golden Globe 
and SAG award for Best Actress 
for her triple role in the HBO 
movie Angels in America, and is 
poised to win.the hat-trick, the 
Emmy, for the same role in Sep¬ 
tember. Congratulated on her 
wins and nomination, Streep said 
proudly, “You can be the first to 
report the correct number of 
Emmy nominations for Angels. 
It’s 22, not 21 as the press has been 
incorrectly reporting.”. 

Psat with Streep recently at the 
Essex House in New York City to 
discuss her illustrious career and 
one of her busiest years. In addi¬ 
tion to Angels, Streep co-stars 
with Denzel Washington in the 
big-screen remake of The 
Manchurian Candidate, opening 
Friday. She has the role that An¬ 
gela Lansbury made famous in 
1962. “I’m a copycat. If I had seen 
the original film before I made 
this, I would have stolen from 
her,” she said of Lansbury’s Oscar- 
nominated performance. 

This new Manchurian Candi¬ 
date, Paramount’s second remake 
of the summer following The 
Stepford Wives, is directed by 
Jonathan Demme, whose Silence 


'If you gave my character a penis, no 


of the Lambs swept the Oscars in 
1991. Based on Raymond Chan¬ 
dler’s classic bestselling novel, it 
tells a story of mind control and 
abuse of political power. Poised to 
open between the Democratic 
and Republican Conventions, the 
film is sure to stir up debate. 

Power mom 

“Shut up, Denzel!” shouted 
Streep to Denzel Washington, 
who was in the next room, being 
interviewed. “His voice has a ten¬ 
dency to project,” she said, her 
voice also projecting so Washing¬ 
ton can hear her. “If you gave my 
character a penis, no one would 
be troubled by her behavior,” she 
said of Senator Eleanor Prentiss 
Shaw, hell-bent on securing her 
son’s nomination as Vice Presi¬ 
dent of the United States, regard¬ 
less of the cost. Liev Schreiber 
plays Streep’s son. 


one'd be troubled by her behavior.' 


“I just love the way Ellie Shaw 
is described in the screenplay,” she 
laughed. “‘Ageless, with soft 
curves that conceal razor and tita¬ 
nium backbone.’ How could I 
possibly not relish portraying a 
juicy character like that? Ellie is a 
woman who adores her son and 
believes in him. But she’s also a 
mother who is achieving, through 
her son, the political position she 
feels has been denied her. While 
Ellie grooms her son for leader¬ 
ship, she is also fulfilling her own 
destiny.” 

Conversing with Streep, it’s 
easy to see how down to earth she 
is, a far cry from what one would 
call a Hollywood diva. The moth¬ 
er of four children — the oldest, a 
son, 25; the youngest, a daughter, 
13 — Streep consciously avoids 
the West Coast unless “on assign¬ 
ment.” She makes her family’s 
home in Connecticut, and enjoys 


Extra Movie Biz item: Last 
week’s NY Times business pages 
had a fascinating profile of 2929 
Entertainment heads Todd Wag¬ 
ner and Mark Cuban, who have 
acquired Landmark Theaters, 
largest art-house circuit in the na¬ 
tion, and their imminent plans to 
convert all theaters to digital 
screening. Landmark’s many 
screens in the Bay Area make it 


seem like a story our local daily 
might like to cover, no? 

Bonus poor thing: Festive SF 
supe Bevan Dufty had to fly 
home from the Demo Conven¬ 
tion early to attend to biz, so, he 
groused to the beleaguered daily, 
he had to miss out on the Dems’ 
GQ party. But don’t give Bev a 
pity party, he can probably still 
make the PQbash. T 


Out There 


M previous page 


being an East Coast actress. “I 
grew up in New Jersey,” she said, 
“and will always be fond of the 
ever-changing seasons and the 
hustle and bustle of New York 
City. But I also like my space, and 
Connecticut has the same sea¬ 
sons, yet gives me a little more 
room to spread out.” 

If you think Meryl Streep has 
conquered it all, think again. Her 
next movie will give audiences a 
look at another side of her acting 
abilities. Her upcoming Christ¬ 
mas family film is Lemony Snick- 
et’s A Series of Unfortunate Events, 
based on the beloved children’s 
book of the same name. 

“Oh, yes, that,” Streep said 
sheepishly. “I had so much fun 


in paying tribute to the 
actress/singer’s signature role, 
movie legend Judy Garland, in 
their More Movie Music Madness 
pops program. OK, we got the 
Judy reference in, we can close 
now. But not before — 


playing that role and working 
with Jim Carrey and Jude Law. I 
hope children and adults are both 
equally entertained.” 

Chances are Streep will garner 
another Academy Award nomina¬ 
tion or two for her work this year. 
Since Angels in America was not 
released theatrically, that film is 
ineligible for Oscar nominations. 
But look out, Academy. The 
Manchurian Candidate and 
Lemony Snicket await. ▼ 


MGM just released a Special 
Edition DVD of the original The 
Manchurian Candidate. HBO 
releases Angels in America on 
DVD on September 14. 


EMPIRE PLUSH 1\()()M 

PRESENTS 

Julie Budd 


AUGUST 3-15 

TUE - SAT AT 8PM & SUN AT 3PM 
FOR TICKETS 415.885.2800 

WWW.EMPIREPLUSHROOM.COM 

-yVfcET JULIE IN PERSON; 

Sunday, August 1st 
2:00 to 4:00pm 
at Medium Rare Music 
2310 Market St. 415.225.7273 
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A life spent singing in front of the band 

Julie Budd scales down for an intimate run at the Empire Plush Room 


by Richard Dodds 


S he was a little girl with big 
pipes who could belt out a 
song like Barbra Streisand. It 
was enough of a novelty to land 
12-year-old Julie Budd a spot on 
Merv Griffin’s old talk show. But it 
had to be more than the novelty 
factor that got her invited back 49 
times in the next two years, or that 
had her working in Las Vegas with 
the likes of Frank Sinatra, Liber- 
ace, Jimmy Durante, and Danny 
Thomas before her 16th birthday. 

Julie Budd, now 50, is still at it, 
adapting her career as needed to 
stay busy in a business that has 
drastically changed since she got 
her start. Pops concerts with sym¬ 
phony orchestras are now a staple 
of Budd’s performing schedule, 
but first it will be just her and a 
piano when she opens Aug. 3 in 
the Empire Plush Room. 

“Most singers who do my 
genre of music play the smaller 
rooms, and now and then will 
play a big room,” Budd said. 
“With me, it’s kind of the oppo¬ 
site. I always played the big room,, 
so it’s interesting when I have to 
scale down.” 

But with scaling down comes a 
freedom you don’t have when 
your accompaniment is an or¬ 
chestra. “With 105 guys behind 
you, if you take too many liber¬ 
ties, forget it, darling, they’ll see 
you on the next tune. But when 
it’s just you and a piano, you find 
yourself doing things you didn’t 


do before. It means you’re work¬ 
ing well, because you’re working 
from moment to moment, and 
not getting locked into what you 
have always done.” 

From the time she was still lit¬ 
tle Edie Erdman from Brooklyn, 
and a producer saw her knocking 
’em dead at a hotel talent show in 
the Catskills, Budd has been 
drawn to “grown-up” music that 
ranges from standards to what is 
now called adult contemporary. 
That’s the mix on her most recent 
CD, If You Could See Me Now, 
which she will be signing at Medi¬ 
um Rare Records from 2 to 4 p.m. 
on Aug. 1. 

“My friends were digging the 
Stones, the Who, that kind of 
thing,” Budd said. “I could enjoy 
that, but I knew instinctively that 
there were people who did it bet¬ 
ter than me. I never wanted to 
sound foolish, like Jeanette Mac¬ 
Donald goes disco. The moral to 
that story is, don’t chase the mar¬ 
ket. Find your audience.” 

Child play 

Budd got her professional start 
at 12, and was pretty much a full¬ 
time performer by the time she 
was 14. But she doesn’t feel she 
missed out on her childhood. “A 
lot of my friends in the business 
feel that way, because they didn’t 
get to choose. They had these par¬ 
ents pushing them. But my par¬ 
ents are like the most un-showbiz 
people you’ll ever meet. I had to 
beg them to let me do this. I tell 
this joke that they just wanted me 
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'I saw everything. I saw people doing crazy things for their ambitions.' 


to fix my nose and marry a doc¬ 
tor.” In fact, Budd recently became 
engaged to a doctor, causing her 
parents to at longTast kvell. 

When Budd’s parents finally 
gave their OK, her father also gave 


her an ultimatum. “He said, 
‘You’re working with seasoned 
professionals, and I don’t want 
you to think that just because 
you’re a kid, that’s enough of a 
novelty. I want you to be as seri¬ 


ous at this as any adult would be, 
or I’m going to pull you out.’ It 
was the best thing my parents 
could have said to me.” 

Because child-labor laws were 
more relaxed there, she wound up 
frequently playing Las Vegas. “I saw 
everything. I saw drugs. I saw 
booze. I saw infidelities. I saw peo¬ 
ple doing crazy things for their am¬ 
bitions. I was just never attracted to 
crazy people, because I was always 
afraid they would draw me into the 
darkest parts of their lives.” 

Budd is writing a book based 
on her experiences growing up in 
the company of show-business 
legends. “It’s an homage to the 
greatest American entertainers, 
and, oh, by the way, I happen to 
have been there. I become the 
back story.” 

Her career started with a bang, 
coasted for a while, hit some slow 
stretches, and now appears to be 
on an even keel. “I’m the luckiest 
girl on the planet,” Budd said, “be¬ 
cause I’ve got a little bit of yester¬ 
year and I still have tomorrow.” ▼ 


Julie Budd will perform Aug. 
3-15 at the Empire Plush 
Room. Tickets are $30-$35, 
plus a two-drink minimum. Call 
885-2800 or go to 
empireplushroom.com. 


Young woman in peril 

Dangerous drug-running in 'Maria' 


by David Lamble 


n the new film Maria Full of 
l Grace, Maria (the charismatic 
; newcomer Catalina Sandino 


Moreno) makes a number of im¬ 
pulsive decisions: to quit her drea¬ 
ry, dead-end job at a flower-pro¬ 
cessing plant in her small .Colom¬ 
bian village, to break up with the 
feckless boyfriend by whom she 


has become pregnant, to run off 
with the dangerously handsome, 
leather-jacket-clad motorcyclist 
Franklin (John Alex Toro) who 
takes her to his boss, the avuncu- 

next page ► 
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Maria FulL.Grace 

M previous page 

lar local drug-chief Javier (Jaime 
Osorio Gomez), and finally, to 
swallow 62 pellets full of heroin 
for transport to New York City. 
Maria thus begins a perilous jour¬ 
ney of self-discovery full of some¬ 
thing quite more tangible than 
grace. 

In the very capable hands of 
first-time director Joshua 
Marston, Maria Full of Grace be¬ 
comes not a preachy cautionary 
tale about a young woman who 
makes a bad choice, but rather a 
gripping coming-of-age adven¬ 
ture, the kind whose protagonist 
is more often a dodgy sort of 
young man. 

Of all her troubles, Maria’s 
boyfriend tops the list. Maria’s big 
blowup scene with Juan (actor 
Wilson Guerrero was Moreno’s 
real-life boyfriend at the time of 
the filming) crackles with all the 
pent-up frustration of a young 
woman who is about to give up 
on a whole country rather than be 
chained to a man who wants to 
marry her only out of a feudal 
sense of obligation. 

Maria’s ride on the back of 
Franklin’s bike is the film’s only 
romantic digression, but like 
every other moment, Moreno’s 
uncanny, intuitive feel for her 
character allows us to believe she 
might do anything, like becoming 
attached to a guy whose leather 
togs exude the scent of Brando or 
Che. Franklin is a tease, and some 
guys can tease you to death. 

In accepting Javier’s offer to 
become a drug courier or “mule,” 
Maria realizes she’s passed a point 
of no return. To back out means 
that specific harm will befall fam¬ 
ily members she’s already aban¬ 
doned in her heart. Her new 
friends will be women who wish 
to change their fate with a poten¬ 
tially deadly toss of the dice. 

Two women become her an¬ 
gels in peril: a co-worker from the 
flower plantation, Blanca (Yenny 
Paola Vega), a doggedly free spir¬ 
it; and Lucy (Guilied Lopez), an 
experienced mule whose comfort¬ 
able Bogota apartment is evidence 
of the freedom this dangerous job 
can offer. Lucy warns Maria of the 
danger: if any of the pellets break 
inside her body, a slow, agonizing 
death is the inevitable fate. She 


Not sexual, but erotic 

Sokurov's hypnotic 'Father and Son' 


by David Lamble 


§ dd as it may appear to queer 
eyes, incest is not the issue 
between a father and son 
whose intense if inscrutable bond 
makes it impossible for us to dis¬ 
cern who they are for several min¬ 
utes into the fantastically imag¬ 
ined short feature Father and Son. 
At first, the opening scene appears 
to be a post-orgasmic wrestling 
match between male lovers, whose 
limbs are so entwined as to be in¬ 
distinguishable. Gradually we see 
that an older man, the father, is 
cradling a younger one, the son — 
you might almost say mothering 
him, soothing his fright after an 
odd dream. Like the father, we get 
sucked into the dream. Like the fa¬ 
ther, we can be excused for want¬ 
ing to offer the son succor. 

Director Alexander Sokurov 
amazed American audiences with 
his elaborately staged, single-take 
tour of the Romanov family 
palace turned world-class muse¬ 


um, the Hermitage, in Russian 
Ark. Now he tells another splen¬ 
did story filmed, as one critic put 
it, “in one breath.” Father (the im¬ 
periously handsome Andrei 
Shetinin) and Son (the charming¬ 
ly ferocious Alexei Neimyshev) 
have lived together since the son 
was born when the father was a 
military cadet of 20. The father 
now wants the son to pick up mil¬ 
itary life where he himself was 
forced to abandon it. But the son 
is reluctant to tear himself away 
from the one strong bond he has 
known and trusted. A telling line 
of dialogue pops up twice. “A fa¬ 
ther who loves his son crucifies 
him. A son who loves his father 
sacrifices himself for him. I don’t 
get the meaning of that one,” the 
son whispers enigmatically. 

Shot in hypnotically burnished 
sepia tones in Lisbon, Portugal, 
Father and Son demands to be ab¬ 
sorbed for its beauty and auda¬ 
cious performances. A long scene 
on a Lisbon streetcar is as capti- 
vatingly off-kilter as some of the 


best sex in other films. While he 
has angrily rejected homoerotic 
readings of his film, in some ways 
Sokurov does protest too much, 
for the body language between the 
principals bears a sexual subtext 
in virtually any culture on this 
planet. If anything, Father and Son 
becomes a kind of photo essay on 
the need to contain a love that 
knows no boundaries. 

As the father, Shetinin resem¬ 
bles Nureyev late in life, when his 
beauty was giving way to a gaunt, 
somewhat haunted look. The son 
beholds the father as if he were a 
living statute, running his hand 
across the father’s face like a 
sculptor intending to make 
changes before the clay hardens. 

The father looks on in the acad¬ 
emy gym as the son performs a 
wrestling exercise with a fellow 
cadet, the mock violence of their 
movements an erotically charged 
ballet. The son is called away to a 
window, where he has a coy chat 
with a potential girlfriend who 
knows she has the father as a rival. 


Franklin (John Alex Toro) and 
Maria (Catalina Sandino 
Moreno). 


also gives her the name and ad¬ 
dress of a sister in New York, as a 
lifeline in case of trouble. 

Fly trap 

From the time she boards the 
plane to the final scene of the film, 
we share Maria’s giddy sense of 
joy and dread: every pit stop, from 
the airplane restroom to the in¬ 
terrogation rooms of the customs 
inspectors at Kennedy Airport, to 
the squalid motel run by the vi¬ 
cious thugs assigned to retrieve 
the pellets, is a potential trap. 

Early in the flight, Lucy be¬ 
comes sick. Soon, Maria and Blan¬ 
ca are forced to flee for their lives 
into the scary world of America, 
where the friendliest voice they 
hear is an immigrant cab-driver 
yelling, “It’s off the meter.” 

The women wind up on the 
doorstep of Lucy’s sister, a mem¬ 
ber of the huge Colombian com¬ 
munity in Queens. Maria feels a 
growing sense of anxiety and 
guilt. Is the price of her tantaliz- 
ingly possible life in New York to 
be purchased in a currency of lies 
and betrayal? 

With its careful plotting and 
lifelike characters, Maria Full of 
Grace casts aside the usual ingre¬ 
dients of drug melodramas, guns 
and pitiful addicts, for a complex 
revision of the classic immigrant’s 
story. The notion that everyone 


bears a share of responsibility for 
America’s $46 billion drug habit 
does not evade the truth that or¬ 
dinary people like Maria make 
fateful decisions that become 
links in a chain of complicity. At 
least one young Colombian has 
told the producers that Maria’s 
story convinced him not to be a 
mule, possibly saving his life. 
Opens Friday. ▼ 
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Father (Andrei Shetinin) and son (Alexei Neimyshev) forge a strong bond. 


As the story progresses, the son’s 
travails over the girlfriend, his miss¬ 
ing mother and a buddy/neighbor 
claim his attention. In the end, he 
returns to his dream and his father. 
Opens Friday. ▼ 
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Fresh off the street 

Skater & graffiti art at Yerba Buena Center 



by Kevin Davis 


hey paved paradise and put 
up a parking lot. It’s a good 
1 thing, too, because as Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts con¬ 
firms in Beautiful Losers: Contem¬ 
porary Art and Street Culture, a 
new, dangerous, defiant and 
fiercely cooperative “least likely to 
succeed” crew is inventing their 
own sensitive aesthetic, with a 
high regard for urban street ele¬ 
ments. 

The youthful, exuberant exhi¬ 
bition, guest-curated by Aaron 
Rose and Christian Strike, of 
skaters, graphic, graffiti and skate¬ 
board art, surveys painting, sculp¬ 
ture, photography and video by 
50 artists. Sensible “Adult Materi¬ 
al” warnings are posted at the en¬ 
trance. 

From the voyeur’s gallery of 
Free Basin, Steve Badgett and Matt 
Lynch’s seven-foot-deep, kidney¬ 
shaped skating bowl, a big-butt, 
droopy-drawers boy revealing 
plaid boxers is rock ’n’ rolling 
(pushing front truck over the lip, 
stalling, 180-turn, and back down 
the ramp). 

Mr. Full-tat-sleeves lip-slides 
in a dizzying erotic spectacle. 
There’s an expectant, flirtatious 
flash of intimacy when his shirt- 
tail blows upward, revealing the 
puff of cotton boxer shorts. What 
color will they be? Fellow skaters 
clap, bang their boards on the 
floor and growl loudly,“Yeah!” for 
phat freestyle tricks. 

Many of the street-centered 
artists, former pro skaters and 
“unsanctioned aerosol artists,” 
born mostly in the ’70s, all with a 


similar vocabulary of signs and 
patterns, now own commercial 
graphic-design studios. 

In Todd James’ anally fixated 
“Never Forgive Action” mural of 
notebook scribbles and an open 
sketchbook screwed to the wall, 
his obsessive butt-love for women 
with wedgies, high heels and ciga¬ 
rette butts recalls R. Crumb (rep¬ 
resented here with “Salty Dog 
Sam Goes Surfin’”) and Jean- 
Michel Basquiat, whose “Donut 
Revenge” references hostility to¬ 
ward police authority. 

Local skating innovator and 
poet Mark Gonzales’ buoyant 
“Schminx,” a car-sized cross be¬ 
tween Li’l Abner's Schmoo and the 
Sphinx of Giza with a long rat’s 
tale, makes a peace sign, perhaps 
embodying the artist’s optimism 
and joy in being consumed. 

Stephen Powers’ “Superfeen at 
the Learning Center” features a 


comic strip of his despondent, 
paunchy superhero. 

Barry McGee’s messy com¬ 
ment on urban cacophony in last 
year’s show gives a low-key feel to 
his cute but timid installation of 
motorized mannequins tagging 
museum walls. McGee’s kinetic 
work always has the familiar smell 
of steel, oil, and motors. 

Ed Templeton’s self-disclosing 
snapshot travelogue collage of 
friends and lovers, “Cul-de-sac of 
Lameness,” has the empathetic 
gaze so cruelly lacking in Larry 
Clark’s work, surveyed upstairs in 
the Roots and Influences gallery. 
Templeton’s humble exhibition¬ 
ism in erection-displaying s.elf- 
portraits appears both playful and 
vulnerable. 

Former Warhol protege, Sono- 
ma-based documentary photog¬ 
rapher Ari Marcopoulos’ digital 

page 37 ► 



Proteus 

M Arts cover 

essarily trust our version of histo¬ 
ry,” he says. Instead of watching it 
as history, the audience gets to re¬ 
late to the stories of police en¬ 
trapment, torture, and criminal¬ 
ization of sexuality as not just a 
piece of 18th-century history to 
be filed away and forgotten. 

In Proteus, a sodomy scandal 
in far-away Amsterdam, where 70 
men were caught and garroted in 
the city square, has a catastrophic 
effect on Rijkhaart and Klaas. As 
Lewis points out, that kind of 
“homosexual panic” did not end 
in the 18th century. “George Bush 
is having a homosexual panic 
right now! Robert Mugabe, the 
President of Zimbabwe, is in a 
permanent state of homosexual 
panic, and so is the President of 
Namibia, another neighbor of 
South Africa.” 

For Greyson, Proteus was the 
first time the acclaimed director 
of Urinal and Lilies had worked 
with a co-director. The film is 
shot in English, Afrikaans and 
Nama, to reflect the linguistic 
soup of the time. “My lack of 
Afrikaans and Nama suggested an 
obvious job division,” he says. 
Nama is a fast-disappearing lan¬ 
guage, now only spoken in rural 
Namibia. On a gay chat-line, 
Lewis happened to find a gay 
Nama-speaking man working in 
a nearby bed-and-breakfast. 
“Who says chat-lines don’t have 
their finger on the pulse of the 
community?” laughs Greyson. 

Though the film did not have 
much of a budget and packed a 
18-day shoot, the cast was more 
than willing to pitch in. “Hey, who 


South African actors Neil Sandilands and Rouxnet Brown in Proteus. 


can resist having lots of sex in 
front of a camera crew in exotic 
locations? They came flocking!” 
says Lewis. The leads, Rouxnet 
Brown and Neil Sandilands, have 
plenty of experience on the South 
African stage and television. Lewis 
says they were excited to do a local 
story for a change, instead of car 
commercials. 

For both Lewis and Greyson, 
Proteus started out as an interra¬ 
cial “love story” that evolved into 
a complicated film about geopol¬ 


itics and the sowing of the seeds 
of apartheid. But for Greyson, the 
abiding memory is packing up 
from Robben Island after an ex¬ 
hausting day’s shoot. As the ferry 
left the island, he watched the sun 
setting on Table Mountain. “Sud¬ 
denly we all stopped chatting, and 
in the silence, I really felt like this 
was the place to be,” he says. ▼ 


Proteus plays the Castro 
Theatre July 30-Aug. 5. 
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Embedded in the marriage wars 

The man in the middle in 'The Door in the Floor' is a teenage boy 
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by David Lamble 


n a lonely stretch of ocean 
highway, a teenage boy dri- 

? ves an avuncular, bearlike 
man through the night, the pair 
sharing the front seat of a Volvo 
station wagon like an old married 
couple. On the car radio, a trashy 
hiphop song blares forth, its ob¬ 
scene lyrics curdling the boy’s face 
like a taste of sour milk. The boy 
shuts off the radio, but the older 
man turns it back on, the volume 
even louder. Towards the end of 
the film, the older man will ask 
the younger one, “Do you feel 
morally superior, Eddie?” “To you, 
I do.” 

In The Door in the Floor, a 
stunningly conceived erotic 
thriller with moments of wicked 
farce, based on the writing of John 
Irving, a gangly prep school stu¬ 
dent, under the illusion he’s been 
hired as a summer intern to a fa¬ 
mous author of children’s stories, 
finds himself instead in a morally 
suspect role that ranges from 
enemy combatant to unarmed 
hostage, to embedded correspon¬ 
dent in the guerrilla war that 
marks the end of a marriage. 

Director Tod Williams, who 
last directed The Adventures of Se¬ 
bastian Cole, about a troubled 
teenager who finds surprising sta¬ 
bility in the custody of a stepdad 
who’s undergone a sex change, is 
the perfect ringmaster for the task 
of bringing the unruly circus of a 
John Irving novel to the screen. 
Irving’s sentimentality, eccentric 
characters and outrageous fits of 
whimsy are like catnip to film¬ 
makers, but the results often seem 
overcrowded with improbable 
events, or, as in the case of the au¬ 
thor’s own adaptation of The 
Cider House Rules, curiously 
empty of important character de¬ 
velopment. Williams makes the 
shrewd decision that less is more, 
thus crafting a whole film from 
only the first third of Irving’s 1998 
novel A Widow for One Year. The 
staple Irving plot elements are 
spooned out in more leisurely a 
fashion. 

Separate piece 

When we first meet Ted (Jeff 


Actor Jeff Bridges has perhaps his greatest part yet as children's book author Ted Cole in The Door in the Floor. 


Bridges) and Marion (Kim 
Basinger) Cole, the writer informs 
his wife that he’s decided that they 
should attempt a trial separation, 
with each alternating a night at 
the beachhouse, looking after 
their four-year-old daughter Ruth 
(Elle Fanning), with a night at an 
apartment Ted’s rented in town. 
Following this bombshell with a 
casually tossed hand-grenade, Ted 
adds he’s hired an Exeter student, 
Eddie O’Hare (Jon Foster), to as¬ 
sist him for the summer. 

Marion’s shell-shocked re¬ 
sponse is to repeat the question, 
“What would he actually do for 
you?” 

The house Eddie comes to 
work in is no longer a home but, 
as the snarky babysitter Alice 
(Bijou Phillips) implies, a kind of 
creepy shrine to the Coles’ teenage 
sons, Tom and Tim, killed in an 
auto accident. Ruth treats the 
handsome black-and-white pho¬ 
tos of her dead siblings both as 
ghostly playmates and as a kind of 
Dead Sea scrolls of the family’s 
buried secrets, hinted at in her fa¬ 
ther’s bedtime stories. Eddie no¬ 
tices a striking resemblance be¬ 
tween himself and the older son, 
Tom, a resemblance that also oc¬ 


"An epic gay love story..." 

-oavid Noh, NEW YORK BLAOE 

ne of the more intriguing 
queer films in years!" 

-NEW YORK MAGAZINE 

''Romantic!" 

-SF BAY TIMES 


curs to Marion. 

Bridges is astonishing as chil¬ 
dren’s book author Ted Cole. To¬ 
tally in command of his instru¬ 
ment, a 53-year-old body that he 
displays with cunning and with¬ 
out shame, Ted is aware of his 
power over people: how his chil¬ 
dren’s stories, filled with images of 
existential dread, frighten chil¬ 
dren but draw in adults, especial¬ 
ly adult women. From the high 
school quarterback in The Last 


Picture Show to the traumatized 
businessman in Fearless, Bridges 
has often played men who 
promise more than they’re pre¬ 
pared to deliver. In Ted, perhaps 
Bridges’ greatest part, he walks a 
line between the artist as truth- 
teller and wounded narcissist. 

Basinger commands an emo¬ 
tional range between catatonia 
and a vivid sense of a woman 
channeling some distant younger 
self for the sake of the boy, alto¬ 


gether avoiding a jaded, Mrs. 
Robinson-like approach to sex 
scenes that are both explicit and 
honest in a manner rarely seen in 
American film. 

Gay men and Catholic priests 
stand accused of wanting to defile 
the innocence and wound the 
masculinity of young men like 
Eddie, but as Door illustrates, the 
Eddies of the world are low hang¬ 
ing pihatas for adults of all per¬ 
suasions. Ted uses Eddie to dese¬ 
crate his marriage, a weird kind of 
adultery-by-proxy with his own 
wife. Ted’s more venal sin is to be¬ 
tray the equally sacred institution 
of mentorship, first by setting 
Eddie up with Marion, and then 
by humiliating the boy in small 
and petty ways, from an honest 
but cruel assessment of Eddie’s 
short fiction to a brutal game of 
squash which becomes a deadly 
version of dodgeball. Ted and 
Eddie evolve their own twisted 
domestic relationship, and thus 
Ted acquires a kind of second 
spouse, one who will fight back 
and not merely leave. 

Jon Foster’s face richly registers 
the sea change in Eddie’s deport¬ 
ment from the scared little rabbit 
intimidated by Ted’s nakedness 
and shocked at Marion’s availabil¬ 
ity, to a surprisingly mature young 
man who can, in a tour de force 
scene at film’s end, shock and en¬ 
tertain a frame-shop lady with the 
blunt truth of his summer vaca¬ 
tion: “The best writing I’ve done 
all summer.” Now playing. ▼ 


\ gay tv is here! 
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Grand old parties on the tube 



www.electroclash.com 

www.guiltysf.com 


FRIDAY 
AUGUST 6 
THE STUD 

399 9th and Harrison 
10pm ~ 3am • 21+ • $8 


by Victoria A. Brownworth 


'Ippi he peril of newspapers is 
| that we simply cannot pro¬ 
vide up-to-the-minute cov¬ 
erage of events in the electronic 
age, even if we do provide more 
elegant and in-depth coverage 
overall. That said, the Democrat¬ 
ic National Convention (DNC) is 
at its apex in Boston even as you 
read this. If there are surprises 
(wouldn’t that be a novelty?), 
you’ll have to view them on the 
tube, as they happen. What we 
can predict at presstime is this: 
John Kerry must woo voters at 
this convention, and to do that, he 
has to make TV work for him, by 
connecting directly to the viewers 
at home who (inexplicably, given 
the terrifying alternative en¬ 
sconced in the White House) have 
yet to be won over. 

But, as Jay Leno noted a few 
nights ago, “You know how much 
time the big four TV networks are 
going to devote to convention 
coverage? Three hours, total. One 
hour a night for three nights. 
Which is only l/10th the time we 
devote to choosing an American 

idoir 

Of course, each side accuses 
the other of stacking the media 
deck when it comes to coverage 
on the tube, although indepen¬ 
dent media watchdog organiza¬ 
tions have determined that the 
President gets far more coverage 
than Kerry on campaign issues, 
and that the general spin of the 
news is pro-Bush and pro-war on 
Iraq. The spin is so bad at Fox that 


some groups have filed com¬ 
plaints with the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC), among them 
MoveOn.org, which has been or¬ 
ganizing events nationwide to ex¬ 
pose the unabashed conservative 
slant of the Rupert Murdoch con¬ 
glomerate. 

One big event last week was 
the airing of the controversial 
Outfoxed: Rupert Murdoch's War 
on Journalism, which, in the 
words of MoveOn, showed “just 
how Fox News delivers the Re¬ 
publicans’ talking points under 
the guise of a news broadcast.” On 
July 23, Common Cause and 
MoveOn filed a complaint with 
the FTC challenging Fox News’ 
deceptive advertising slogan “fair 
and balanced.” You can access 
more information and view clips 
of some of the more outrageous 
moments on the Bill O’Reilly 
show and others by clicking onto 
www.moveon.org/fox/. 

According to various sources, 
Fox has been skewering whistle¬ 
blowers at the network and at¬ 
tacking former employees who 
are speaking out about the slant. 
As MoveOn noted at presstime, 
“In this election year, nothing 
could be more important than de¬ 
manding fair coverage in the 
press. We’re putting all the media 
on notice that we will accept no 
less.” Stay tuned. 

Anchors aweigh 

Meanwhile, conservatives on 
Fox and elsewhere are lamenting 
the “war against George Bush” by 
“liberal forces.” The references to 
the “elite media” (read: Jews and 


LIVE DJ 
SET AT 


ELECTRODISKOPU N K 
from New York City 


Democratic Party named 
Springer an at-large delegate in 
Boston. Talk about a tea party! 
According to the Cleveland sta¬ 
tion’s news director Steve Doerr, 
Springer will report and comment 
on aspects of the convention that 
other reporters might not cover. 
“We were looking for an unusual 
way to cover it, with an unusual 
person who could give it an un¬ 
usual bent.” Bent indeed. Given 
Springer’s predilection for tranny 
prostitutes, incestuous lovers and 
other sexually outf£ folks, we do 
wish we were living in Cleveland 
right now to see that take on the 
convention! 

The 9/11 report, which lam¬ 
basted the Bush Administration 
for not addressing terrorist threats 
about hijacked airplanes, was 
both more and less than many 
had expected when it was the 
headline news only last Friday. 
Nightline wasted no time in terri¬ 
fying the populace just in time for 
the convention by explaining in 
frightening detail how unsafe we 
all still are in the post-9/11 world 
(wait: isn’t that what Moore said 
in his “fraudulent” film?) because 
the Bush Administration has done 
little to actually protect us against 
terrorist attacks. Nightline ex¬ 
plored the various points at which 
we are unsafe, in detail guaran¬ 
teed to make us wish we were in 
the bunker at the undisclosed lo¬ 
cation with the VP. As David Let- 
terman noted in his monologue 
that night, “The 9/11 Commission 
Report came out today, and Pres¬ 
ident Bush wasted no time not 
reading it.” Too true. 

The day before the 9/11 com¬ 
mission issued their report, th^__ 
Los Alamos national laboratory, 
home of the A and H Bombs, ac¬ 
knowledged that they had mislaid 
some sensitive materials, which 
led Jay Leno to quip in his mono¬ 
logue, “The Los Alamos national 
laboratory, where they research 
nuclear weapons, reports that 
they are missing two computer 
discs with sensitive weapons in¬ 
formation. How embarrassing is 
that? Now we can’t even find our 
own weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion.” We laughed. Then we cried. 

Out for good 

Finally, another little tidbit 
from the conservatives at Fox. Re¬ 
page 44 ► 
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liberals) have been scathing 
throughout the campaign, even 
though there has not been a sin¬ 
gle pro-Kerry commentator on 
any network program. In the net¬ 
work anchor interviews (Dan 
Rather on CBS, Tom Brokaw on 
NBC and Peter Jennings on ABC) 
with Kerry prior to the conven¬ 
tion, not a hint of preferential 
treatment could be detected. In 
fact, each was pretty hard on the 
Senator. 

But conservatives be¬ 
lieve Bush is being 
shafted, most notably 
by something well 
outside media con¬ 
trol, Michael Moore’s 
hit film, Fahrenheit 
9/11. Prior to the 
convention, a 
few notable 
network news¬ 
casters were 
queried by the archconservative 
newsblog The Left Coast (the 
nerve: first they co-opt the color 
red from the left, now this!). 
Here’s their spin in all its skewed 
glory: according to TLC, ABC’s 
This Week host George 
Stephanopoulos had queried folks 
who had gone to see Moore’s film 
about why they had gone. The an¬ 
swer he received was “because we 
wanted to get the facts.” TLC 
notes, “A few of Stephanopoulos’ 
high-profile peers had intriguing 
takes on the ‘facts.’ [Nightline 
host] Ted Koppel evidently en¬ 
joyed the movie but had problems 
with Moore’s accuracy, or lack 
thereof.” According to TLC, “Kop¬ 
pel described the film as ‘a terrific 


piece of entertainment’ that had 
some ‘interesting facts in it. It is to 
the documentary what the [Oliv¬ 
er Stone] JFK film was to history.’” 

These comments attributed to 
Koppel are interesting because, on 
a recent Nightline, former Bush 
counter-terrorism czar Richard 
Clarke noted that Moore’s film is 
for the most part utterly accurate. 
Conservative MSNBC commen¬ 
tator Chris Matthews noted this 
on Leno the other night as well. 
Does this mean Koppel is 
out of the loop (hard 
to believe), or that he 
was misquoted by 
TLC? 

TLC also quoted 
“the soon-to be-retir- 
ing Tom Brokaw” as 
“hitting 
Moore’s film 
even harder.” 
According to 
TLC, Brokaw (the most conserva¬ 
tive of the network anchors, high¬ 
ly pro-war on Iraq, and a close 
personal friend of the Reagans) 
said Moore’s film “took a lot of lib¬ 
erties, not just with the facts, but 
with how you arrange the facts.” 
Which is pretty much what Moore 
himself says. The TLC “report” 
ended with the following line: 

“The Left Coast Report says 
using the term ‘facts’ in the same 
sentence as Michael Moore is like 
using the word ‘bubbly’ to de¬ 
scribe Ted Koppel.” This is the 
best they can do? 

The conservatives are also 
bitching that Canada has been 
censoring Fox for its biased cover¬ 
age of the war on Iraq and the 
American election campaign, but 
they do run Al-Jazeera as a regular 
network. To which we can only 
paraphrase that adorable, blue¬ 
eyed Pentagon spokesman who 
was relegated to Outer Mongolia 
after appearing in the documen¬ 
tary about Al-Jazeera, Control 
Room. Lt. Josh Rushing noted (in a 
moment of utterly genuine non¬ 
spin) that Al-Jazeera and Fox were 
doing the same thing: presenting a 
nationalist perspective on the war. 

Blame it on Canada! 


Springer special 

Or on Ohio. Tabloid talk show 
host Jerry Springer is a special (is 
he ever!) correspondent at the 
DNC for hometown Cleveland’s 
WOIO-TV. Apparently, the Ohio 
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Hot Rodeo. Great Fun. Absolutely Something for Everyone. 


Still no bowl of cherries 


At long last,'Pennies from Heaven' is out on DVD 


Bernadette Peters plays Eileen 


then parched color palette for sets 
that distill our memories of the 
period by recreating paintings of 
Edward Hopper and Reginald 
Marsh, and photographs of Walk¬ 
er Evans. There are theatrical de¬ 
vices rarely used in cinema, and 
exciting coup de theatre: in the As¬ 
taire/Rogers recreation, I’m 
thrilled every time the stylishly 
tapping canes of the top-hatted 
gentlemen of the chorus begin to 
grow, becoming prison bars that 
quite literally tell the characters, 
“There’s no escape.” 

Once called “a musical -tinc¬ 
tured in sorrow and evil,” Pennies 
from Heaven was a flop. It was un¬ 
compromising, ahead of its time, 
and carried the remarkably heavy 
burden of resurrecting the MGM 
musical — with completely anti¬ 
thetical material. It’s a strange 
stew of MGM musical, murder 
movie, and film noir. But how 
brilliantly it’s simmered. Con¬ 
demned to hell when it opened, 
it’s been in limbo until now. Dis¬ 
cover it. ▼ 


Walken’s a song-and-dance man, 
not remembering his tango-turn 
in 1977’s Roseland. These days, he 
shrugs off his terp skills. It was 
typical of mothers in his neck of 
Brooklyn to send their kids to 
dance class, he says. All his little 
street-tough buddies tapped. 
They just didn’t go on to become 
film stars with a hoofing ace in the 
hole. Or perhaps you’re curious to 
see an actual member of MGM’s 
1950’s musical roster, Tommy 
Rail. He was a little long in the 
tooth when he partnered La 
Streisand in Funny GirTs Swan 
Lake parody, and he’s nearly past 
middle age in this movie, but 
along with Robert Fitch — the 
original Rooster in Annie — he’s 
a brilliant vaudevillian. 

It’s Chicago, 1934. Roxie Hart’s 
done her flash in the pan, the 
stock market has tumbled, and 
the Depression has cast its pall 
over everyone. Most particularly 
Arthur, played by Steve Martin in 
a brave assumption, only his sec¬ 
ond movie after having estab¬ 
lished himself as the wild and 
crazy guy in The Jerk. He’s a sheet 
music salesman who believes a lit¬ 
tle too much in the rosy platitudes 
of the tunes he peddles. Reality 
doesn’t stack up too well beside 
them. Trying to get to the dream 
world promised by the songs, the 
guy’s borderline psychotic. Re¬ 
coiling from a frigid wife, Arthur 
goes on the lam with Eileen 
(Bernadette Peters), a no-longer- 
virginal schoolteacher he’s 
knocked up. Numb, dazed, al¬ 


ready feeling pursued and guilty, 
he’s wrongly accused of murder. 
And executed. As in dead. That’s 
it. Fin. 

Threepenny review 

Pennies from Heaven is a pret¬ 
ty bleak movie. Except for those 
amazing musical numbers, which 
keep showing how swell things 
ought to be, or offering jolly iron¬ 
ic comment. And except for a 
tacked-on happy ending, which 
arrives like the Riding Messenger’s 
Reprieve in Threepenny Opera. If 
that show can spare the accused’s 
life, if a two-bit performer like 
Roxie Hart can be a hit in vaude¬ 
ville, why can’t Arthur and Eileen 
have a happy end? The movie’s al¬ 
ready made its point: life ain’t a 
musical. And that’s why we like 
musicals. Pennies from Heaven 
may be the first one without lies. 
The father of Chicago. 

Unlike that movie, however, 
this one’s razzle-dazzle isn’t meant 
to soothe. All the movie’s songs 
are lip-synched to period record¬ 
ings, which announces the dis¬ 
junct between reality and dreams. 
Yes, it’s ironic that Bernadette Pe¬ 
ters doesn’t get to sing with her 
own voice, but the remarkable 
acting chops she displays are all 
hers, as well as some swellegant 
dancing. Despite the lip-synch, 
and other Brechtian devices, the 
dialogue scenes have a rapt inten¬ 
sity that’s nearly uncomfortable, 
yet highly emotional. 

The movie is visually thrilling, 
with an alternately lustrous and 


by John F. Karr 


mong the movies we never 
I expected to see on DVD is 
* this week’s surprise release, 
one never seen on VHS at all: the 
remarkable Pennies from Heaven 
(Warner Home Video, $19.97). A 
full-fledged MGM musical made 
in 1981, years after the studio 
stopped making musicals, this 
movie will be self-recommending 
to anyone who wants to see 
Bernadette Peters tap dance all over 
the screen, then shred it with the 
acuity of her dramatic scenes, and 
also replace Ginger in Fred Astaire’s 
arms during a haunting finale. 


Or perhaps you want to see 
Jessica Harper with her nipples 
painted red with lipstick. Or Ver- 
nel Bagneris, the creator and star 
of Broadway’s One Mo’ Time, who 
performs during the title song a 
one-of-a-kind eccentric dance of 
the sort that Buddy Ebson cribbed 
off some anonymous black 
dancer on the streets of New Or¬ 
leans nearly a century ago. Or per¬ 
haps it’s the phenomenal Christo¬ 
pher Walken, whose pimp charac¬ 
terization will make your flesh 
creep, but who will also delight 
and amaze with a Broadway-qual- 
ity tap dance routine that culmi¬ 
nates in a (nearly) full striptease. 

People are surprised that 


Hand-drawn art and graphics on skateboard decks at Yerba Buena Center. 


Beautiful Losers 

M page 34 

print “NYC Collage” throws in 
manipulative, gratuitous hardcore 
youth sex scenes among his gritty 
snaps of hip hoppers in repose. 

High-fashion photographer 
Terry Richardson mounts photos 
of a teddy bear astride his impres¬ 
sive hard-on, or poses, Hustler 
magazine-style, with brazen, con¬ 
fident, topless female subjects. 

Ryan McGinness layers 
silkscreens of empty, generic cor¬ 
porate icons over primitive yet el¬ 
egant Fleur de Lys mutations and 
rococo flourishes, what one might 
term “Adobe Gothic,” bearing re¬ 
semblance to Kara Walker’s ante¬ 
bellum paper-cutout silhouettes. 

Ryan McGinley’s intimate, 
candid, large-color photos of his 
Lower East Side posse descend di¬ 
rectly from Nan Goldin’s diary of 
an earlier tribe. 

In Cheryl Dunn’s affecting 
video Come Mute, a weary secre¬ 
tary gets energized by sidewalk 
traffic and imparts her spirit to 
other women through 
modern/Afro-Haitian dance. 

Pool footage 

Craig Stecyk III documented 
Dogtown, outlaw skateboarding’s 
incubator, where long-haired 
street urchins bastardized surfing 
in dried-up Santa Monica pools. 
A ’70s Skateboarder magazine 
photoessayist, Stecyk’s vintage 
black-and-white photocollage 
demonstrates the sport’s unruly 
attitude and icons, and might re¬ 
mind one of Kenneth Anger’s pre¬ 
sentation of bad-boy props in 
Scorpio Rising. 

Wes Humpston’s hand-drawn, 
felt-pen winged and flaming 
phoenixes and Old English typog¬ 
raphy on three Dogtown wooden 
skatedecks carry the show’s most 
authentic star power. 

Organizers cleverly included 
Keith Haring’s universal cartoon 
imagery, in “Untitled Subway 


Drawing.” Haring used advertising 
territory to yank art off its rarefied 
pedestal. But Warhol’s silkscreened 
Converse sneakers, exemplifying 
his comfort with commercial 
themes, feel shoehorned into the 
precursors display. 

The legendary ’70s subway 
aerosol artist Futura’s geometric 
shapes and bright colors in 
“Lenny’s Lesson” recall Kandin¬ 
sky’s mood-projecting line and 
form. 

An ephemera display begins 
with 100 colorful decks (the 
board on a skateboard) sporting, 
among other images, Charles 
Manson, Osama bin Laden, 
Metallica, Black Flag and Abbie 
Hoffman, illustrating skate shops’ 
voracious appetite for commodi¬ 
fying fresh young design talent. 

A collection of plastic anime 
robot toys, zines, magazines like 
Nylon, Tokion and Giant Robot, 
and album cover art all reference 
the iconic skate aesthetic. 

Bottles of Krink metallic paint, 
favored by illicit muralists, set be¬ 
side Nike skating shoes lend the 
giant apparelmaker, the show’s 
partial underwriter, rebel cred 
only money can buy. 

In the Rose and Strike-de¬ 
signed Resource Room display, 
eight monitors feature homemade 
8mm film and guerrilla videos of 
skaters ollieing up to grind down 
a handrail, a skater’s downy der- 
riere kickflipping to Fats Domi¬ 
no’s “The Sun’s Gonna Shine on 
My Back Door Someday,” or 
sneaking onto construction sites 
to hesh unfinished swimming 
pools; Beastie Boys music videos; 
and Cheryl Dunn’s poetic Licking 
the Bowl. Like dance, bodies glid¬ 
ing through space innately com¬ 
plement the moving image. T 


Beautiful Losers runs through 
October 10 at Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission St. Info: (415) 978- 
2787. 
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Cruising to Cabrillo on wings of song 


Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary Music kicks off in Santa Cruz 


by Jason Victor Serinus 


IP he drive from San Francisco 
to Santa Cruz is shorter than 
to Guerneville, the remnants 
of California’s hippie museum a 
kick, and the music so excellent 
that the Cabrillo Festival of Con¬ 
temporary Music has won the 
First Place Award for Adventurous 
Programming of Contemporary 
Music from the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub¬ 
lishers (ASCAP) and the Ameri¬ 
can Symphony Orchestra for 22 
consecutive years. Yet, inexplica¬ 
bly, relatively few Bay Area resi¬ 
dents take the scenic drive to 
Santa Cruz to enjoy the extraordi¬ 
nary offerings of a festival found¬ 
ed by the late Dean of American 
gay composers, Lou Harrison. 

If anything can entice music- 
lovers to dip their big toes in the 
waters of the Coast, this year’s les¬ 
bian and gay-rich programming 
should. Under the direction of 



Maestra Marin Alsop conducts. 


Marin Alsop, generally recognized 
as the leading female conductor of 
the Western world, the festival of¬ 
fers confirmed and speculated les¬ 
bian and gay contributions from 
the Maestra, violinist Nadja Saler- 


no-Sonnenberg, guitarist Sharon 
Isbin, a member of the Kronos 
Quartet, and composers Jennifer 
Higdon, Thomas Ad£s and the 
late Camille Saint-Saens. 

Cabrillo kicks off Tuesday 
night, August 3, with a special 
Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium 
evening with Nadja Salerno-Son- 
nenberg. After performing the 
world premiere of Clarice Assad’s 
Violin Concerto, the quirky vio¬ 
linist acknowledges the past by 
playing works by Saint-Saens and 
Jules Massenet. 

Friday night’s Vespertine Or¬ 
chestra concert features works by 
three of America’s most promi¬ 
nent new music composers. Kevin 
Puts (Rome Prize winner and for¬ 
mer composer-in-residence with 
the California Symphony) offers 
his Vespertine Symphonies, Julia 
Wolfe of Bang on a Can invites 
the Kronos Quartet to perform 
the’US premiere of My Beautiful 
Scream, and San Francisco fa¬ 
vorite Aaron Jay Kernis spins out 
his Color Wheel. 

The August 7-8 weekend offers 
two evening concerts plus the all¬ 
weekend Music Art Food & Wine 
Festival, Saturday’s Lunch with 
the Composers, and Sunday’s 
Family Concert. Saturday night’s 
orchestral fete includes West 
Coast premieres of David T. Lit¬ 
tle’s Screamer!, a three-ring blur for 
orchestra (winner of the 2004 
Jacob Druckman Prize from the 
Aspen Music Festival) and Cabril¬ 
lo favorite Christopher Rouse’s 
Concerto per Corde. The addition 
of Oliver Knussen’s 'flourish with 
Fireworks and Jennifer Higdon’s 
Concerto for Orchestra (recently 
recorded by Telarc) make for 
quite an enticing evening. 

Kronos flies 

Sunday evening heralds the 
Kronos Quartet’s 30th anniversary 
recital. The expectedly adventur¬ 
ous program includes works by 
Bernard Herrmann, Getatchew 
Mekurya, Terry Riley (an excerpt 
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ence cheering and the forces of 
stasis issuing red alerts about im¬ 
pending chaos. 

Sunday afternoon and 
evening’s Grand Finale features 
the Festival’s sole performances at 
Mission San Juan Bautista. If you 
think Mission Dolores has great 
acoustics, the sonic tidal waves 
that overwhelm audiences in Mis¬ 
sion San Juan Bautista are not to 
be believed. 

The Grand Finale begins with 
Jennifer Higdon’s gorgeous Blue 
Cathedral. Written in memory of 
Higdon’s late brother, this short, 
shimmering composition, a 
standout on Telarc’s recent Rain¬ 
bow Body surround-sound CD, 
will greatly benefit from the crys¬ 
talline purity of the Mission’s 
acoustic. Next come contribu¬ 
tions from two of Cabrillo’s fa¬ 
vorite composers, Christopher 
Rouse and James MacMillan, 
From Rouse comes his Grammy 
Award-winning Concert de Gaudt 
(with Sharon Isbin on guitar), 
while MacMillan offers the West 
Coast Premiere of his Tryst. T 


Cabrillo Music Festival, Aug. 3- 
15, Santa Cruz Civic 
Auditorium & Mission San Juan 
Bautista. Tickets: (831) 420- 
5260 (press 5), 
www.cabrillomusic.org. 


from his latest collaboration with 
Kronos, Sun Rings), Michael Gor¬ 
don, Alexandra du Bois, Alfred 
Schnittke, and Sigur R6s. 

On Saturday night, August 14, 
Alsop showcases three of our 
finest living male composers. If 
Mark-Anthony Turnage’s Three 
Screaming Popes is guaranteed to 


rouse more than John Paul and 
George. W., Berkeley’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning composer John 
Adams’ The Dharma at Big Sur 
(with Tracy Silverman on electric 
violin) is certain to make them 
wish that they had chosen paths 
of truth. The finale, Thomas Ades’ 
brilliant Asyla, will leave the audi- 


Kronos Quartet's 30th anniversary recital should prove to be adventurous. 


Touch of Pink 

<4 Arts cover 

denly it all made sense. In That 
Touch of Mink, Doris Day plays a 
poor secretary who meets Cary 
Grant, who’s a millionaire, and at 
the end, of course, they get mar¬ 
ried. I imagine my mother went to 
London to find her Cary Grant, 
and that’s really how Touch of Pink 
began.” 

In his captivating new comedy, 
Rashid reinvents the coming out 
story, imagining an idealized alter 
ego, Alim (Jimi Mistry), who 
channels the spirit of Cary Grant 
(Kyle MacLachlan) to help him 
through the minefield of his in¬ 
creasingly complicated adult life. 
Alim, also raised in Canada, is liv¬ 
ing in London with a strawberry 
blonde sweetheart named Giles 
(Kristen Holden-Reid), who has 
yet to meet Alim’s mother, Nuru 


(Suleka Matthew). Nuru is living 
in Toronto under the illusion that 
her precious son is a very eligible 
bachelor waiting for his mom to 
find him a proper Muslim girl. 

Nuru will come to London, 
barge in on Alim and Giles, push¬ 
ing them back in the closet and, in 
a very unsettling touch, try to steal 
Giles as her Cary Grant. This 
forces Alim, with the spirit of 
Cary as his romantic advisor, to 
stand up to his mother. This slice 
of farce mixes with a Toronto 
Muslim wedding in which Alim’s 
cousin (and former secret fuck- 
buddy) Khaled (Raoul Bhaneja) 
comes on to Alim after a drunken 
bachelor party. 

The film is a spirited concoc¬ 
tion: one part romantic comedy 
like the ones Grant so gorgeously 
inhabited in the ’50s, one part 
fantasy farce like Harvey (a 
grownup Jimmy Stewart talks to 
an invisible rabbit), and one part 


sardonic collision between tradi¬ 
tional, chaste Muslim dating ritu¬ 
als and the very off-kilter universe 
of Western same-sex bars, ¥6- 
mance and closeted cohabitation. 

Rashid, who lives in London 
with lover Peter and two cats, la¬ 
bored over Pink for over a decade, 
in-between stints as a British TV 
writer. Born in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, and raised in Toronto, 
Rashid also had an ocean between 
him and his traditional Muslim 
parents. “They had to adjust if 
they wanted to be a part of my 
adult life.” 

Warming trend 

To play Alim, an idealized ver¬ 
sion of himself, Rashid knew he 
needed an especially striking per¬ 
former. By chance, he spied his 
guy on a London stage. “One 
night I saw Jimi Mistry in East Is 
East. He’s very charismatic, and 

next page ► 
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TO CANCELLATION OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 

FREE LOCKER WITH REFUNDABLE KEY DEPOSIT. 

WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ITEMS LOST FROM LOCKERS. 


SMOKERS ARE ALLOWED TO EXIT TO SM0KE.5T0lQMiN.0NLY 


RETURN PASS ARE GOOD FOR ONE TIME ONLY 


8 FIRST RUN MOVIES + 3 CLASSICS 
FROM THE BEST MOVIES EVERY WEEK 
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All in the family 


by Jim Nawrocki 


Gay Men Choosing Parenthood by 
Gerald P. Mallon; Columbia, 
$21.95 

Families Like Mine: Children of 
Gay Parents Tell It Like It Is by 
Abigail Gamer; HarperCollins, 
$24.95 

n light of the recent debate 

over gay marriage, Gerald P. 

Mallon’s Gay Men Choosing 
Parenthood and Abigail Garner’s 
Families Like Mine are certainly 
timely. Both books, according to 
their prologues, grew out of the 
authors’ very personal connection 
to their subject matter. Mallon re¬ 
lates how he met his current part¬ 
ner, a single gay parent, and be¬ 
came wedded to the cause as well 
as to the man. Garner describes 
how her own status as a straight 
child of gay parents shaped her 
desire to understand and give 
voice to that very disparate com¬ 
munity. Both authors state that 
their respective books are not 
how-to manuals as much as ex¬ 
tensive examinations of how gay 
parents and their children are 
challenging the traditional con¬ 
ception of the family. 

Mallon’s book focuses exclu¬ 
sively on gay men, specifically on 


ggjPf'•**' ■ 

Gay Men Choosing Parenthood 



20 gay fathers from New York 
City and Los Angeles who began 
their lives as parents in the 1980s. 
As an associate professor of so¬ 
cial work at Hunter College, and 
director of the college’s National 
Resource Center for Foster Care 
and Permanency Planning, Mal¬ 
lon brings a clinician’s rigor to 
his subject matter. He demon¬ 
strates a solid grasp of the re¬ 
search and quotes amply from 
the literature, but he also allows 
his many interview subjects to 
speak in their own words. His 
well-reasoned examination of 
gay fatherhood is supported with 
extensive input from the men 


who live gay fatherhood as a real¬ 
ity every day. 

Granted, this subject is close to 
Mallon’s heart. He is clearly not 
dispassionate about the topic, and 
this is welcome. In chapters that 
chronicle the process of becoming 
a gay father, creating a family, and 
experiencing the community’s re¬ 
sponse to gay fathers, Mallon 
maps the intricacies and frustra¬ 
tions of the process through the 
words of those who have gone 
through it. He also demonstrates, 
quite convincingly, the absurdity 
of the homophobic opponents to 
gay fatherhood, and of the gov¬ 
ernment’s policy-based discrimi¬ 
nation against gay parents. 

Children power 

Garner’s book is equally heart¬ 
felt and just as thorough in its ex¬ 
ploration of the nature of queer 
parenthood. In Garner’s view, the 
unique population that she be¬ 
longs to, the children of LGBT 
parents, is “quickly becoming 
more visible,” and she attempts to 
give this population a voice 
through extensive interviews with 
its members. She approaches her 
project with an engaging, friendly 
prose style and a charming dose 
of humor. 

Although Garner professes 
that her book is not a manual for 
gay parents and their children, 


Extended families 


by Jim Piechota 


Looking For It by Michael Thomas 
Ford; Kensington Books, $23 

n Michael Thomas Ford’s sec- 
~ ond Active effort, a small town 
1 in upstate New York sets the 
scene for seven engaging gay men 
bound by the yearnings of the 
young and old. 

In Cold Falls, small-town rules 
apply even for the gay folk, and 
this particular gang looms large. 
There’s Russell and John, whose 
relationship is suffering from a 
seven-year-itch; Mike, a hunky 
bartender at the Engine Room, a 
gay “Cheers”-like bar; Episcopal 
priest Thomas Dunn, who har¬ 
bors a burgeoning crisis of faith; 
Stephen, a tax accountant who 
lives next door to his overbearing 
parents and regularly escapes to 
hook up on various Internet chat 
rooms; and lonely, mid-60s 



Simon, an Engine Room regular, 
who finds life pointless. 

After Russell and John’s failed 
attempt to fix Stephen up with 
their friend Greg, Stephen runs 
off to an adult cinema and gets vi¬ 
olently pummeled by a self- 
loathing closeted mechanic 


named Pete. Elsewhere, love blos¬ 
soms between Mike and Father 
Thomas, who meet accidentally 
during a blizzard. Russell and 
Greg try dating, but find it’s just 
too complicated. 

Meanwhile, Pete’s homopho¬ 
bic rage resurfaces, and he nearly 
kills Greg after a bad Internet 
hookup. A hospitalized Stephen 
comes out to his family, Pete gets 
his comeuppance, and major life 
changes occur for everyone, even 
newly love-struck Simon. 

Since the novel is set over the 
holidays, Ford’s depiction of the 
group’s Thanksgiving and Christ¬ 
mas “extended family” gatherings 
will be touching and familiar to 
city-bound readers. Contempo¬ 
rary social issues like religion, the 
nature of family, gay marriage, 
and the allure of country life are 
tossed around. Ford handles his 
broad, diverse cast with amazing 
ease, and demonstrates a natural 
gift for storytelling. T 


Touch of Pink 

^ previous page 

the thing about Alim is that’s he’s 
a very dour figure in some ways, 
and Jimi’s got something that the 
camera really loves. Alim is 
warmed by him, and that’s what I 
wanted.” 

Mistry, introduced to Ameri¬ 
can audiences in the bouncy par¬ 
ody of Indian Bollywood-style 
musicals The Guru, says he loved 
the conceit in Touch of Pink, but 
wondered how he would pull it 
off. “The other characters are 
more dynamic in what they’re 
saying and doing, but without 
Alim at the center, none of it real¬ 
ly makes sense. The challenge was 
to do that as well as working with 
the imaginary Cary Grant. Alim is 
quite neurotic, quite mad in a 
way. He’s got a lot of issues that he 
has to unravel.” 


Kyle MacLachlan had one of 
the screen’s most incendiary de¬ 
buts in the role of Jeffrey Beau¬ 
mont, a young man who encoun¬ 
ters a very dark alter ego/shadow 
self in David Lynch’s harrowing 
yet funny exploration of small¬ 
town life’s criminal underbelly, 
Blue Velvet. Asked by Rashid to 
play the spirit of Cary Grant, 
MacLachlan knew he had to pro¬ 
duce more than a stand-up-like 
impersonation. He says he studied 
Tony Curtis’ fabled Grant send-up 
in the Billy Wilder-directed gen- 
derfarce Some Like It Hot. 

“Some Like It Hot was an inte¬ 
gral part in the creation of the 
character. I found that the imita¬ 
tion that Tony Curtis did — or the 
homage, I guess — of Cary Grant 
was very helpful in learning the 
voice and an extreme version of 
his physicality. So I watched that 
film a lot, along with His Girl Fri¬ 
day and To Catch a Thief ’ 


“Our hero, Alim, when he calls 
upon Cary for help, his image of 
Cary is stolen from any number of 
films that he’s seen growing up. 
There was no real continuity in 
terms of my wardrobe, it was al¬ 
ways just popping in and popping 
out from The Bishop’s Wife, The 
Awful Truth or whatever film hap¬ 
pened to suit the scene.” 

MacLachlan says, as a film 
actor, he was amazed at the tight 
parameters within which Grant 
plied his art, how he could move 
with such grace onscreen while 
boxed in by the technical limits of 
film. “He was a tumbler and phys¬ 
ically active all of his life, with a 
certain grace and eloquence that a 
natural athlete would have. A key 
for me was understanding how he 
moved his body within the frame. 
A lot had to do with where the 
light was positioned in relation to 
his face and the back of his head.” 

page 44 ► 



there is nonetheless a practical feel 
to this book. After presenting a 
helpful overview of the subject, 
she examines such issues as the 
coming-out process for gay par¬ 
ents, the challenges that gay par¬ 
ents and their children face when 


the parents go through a breakup, 
the struggles of children of gay 
parents as they confront the atti¬ 
tudes of the world outside their 
family, the impact of AIDS, and 
the sexuality of the children of 
queer parents. In tacking such is¬ 
sues, Garner makes it clear that 
her book takes into account “all of 
[these families’] experiences, not 
just the moments suitable for 
photo albums.” 

Mallon and Garner provide 
important and much-needed 
chronicles of an emerging and 
evolving portion of American so¬ 
ciety, the queer family. While both 
authors acknowledge the diversity 
of this population, they also re¬ 
mind us of how much these fam¬ 
ilies share with families every¬ 
where. T 


Free HIV/STD testing 


HIV & STD: 1st Thur, 8:30-10:30pm 
HIV only: 3rd Frl, 10pm-12:30am 


Get tested or ask a question. 
Confidential. Private area. 




933 Harrison @ 5th 

In cooperation with AHP & City Clinic. 

Get tested every 6 months! 







(4i5) 777-HEAD; www.blowbuddies.com 
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OFF 

AH Adult Toys & Novelties 

Butt Plugs • Pumps»lubes ■ Chrome Rings and Morel 
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All Titan DVD titles guaranteed in 

stock at all times! photo courtesy 

TitanMen . 


THE GULCH 

>\ 94"7 Folsom t>twn.5tti&Bt*i 

ILJI 415 - 435-6402 


Additional Savings 
Online at 

sfgulch.com 



Badlands 


We Welcome Everyone 


$1.25 Domestic Bottled Beer! 

Bud ; Bud Light, MGD, Miller Lite & Rolling Rock Now Thru Aug. 15 


SFBADLANDS SS2 SS " ,9M 
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Out&About 


alendare 


by Mark Mardon 


k.d. to Dore Alley 

I t’s been a wild, wonder-filled week for your calendar editor, re¬ 
plete with hot and hunky mostly shirtless men packing Dore 
Alley and environs for the Up Your Alley Fair on a muggy, 
sunny Sunday*It felt great to revel among the masses, with everyone 
in a cheery mood. Friends and I dashed there directly from the Stern 
Grove Festival, where as always a grand show was put on, in this 
case with Gamelan Sekar Jaya, decked out in spectacular cos¬ 
tumes, playing out an intricate Balinese opera revolving around the 
gods. They shared the bill with Indian percussionist Trilok Gurtu 
and his pop ensemble, which included a lead guitarist who made his 
distinctly Western instrument sound like a droning sitar. Naturally 
I had started off my Sunday doing tai-chi/qigong in Golden Gate 
Park with my Swimming Dragon group, and we all brunched at a 
dim sum restaurant on Clement St. in the Richmond, so my “Day 
Out Of Time” (the 365th day of the Thirteen Moon, Mayan-based 
calendar) was marked by astonishing diversity. 

The highlight of my week came at the San Francisco Sympho¬ 
ny, where I was invited by my new-found friend and bon-vivant- 
about-town Remy Charlip, legend to generations who’ve grown up 
with his children’s books ( Arm 


k.d. lang 


in Arm; Little Old Big Beard 
and Big Young Little Beard ; 
etc.) and witnessed his danc¬ 
ing and choreography. He 
wanted us to experience the 
amazing k.d. lang belting out 
songs with what Remy calls 
“the voice of the century,” and 
he should know, having 
known many of the greats in 
his long life. Remy discovered 
k.d. only recently, and took 
friends to both nights of k.d.’s 
show to catch the diva live, 
backed up by her great band 
and the strings of the San 
Francisco Symphony. 

As part of her program, k.d. _ 

sang songs reflecting her Cana¬ 
dian heritage, penned by the likes of Joni Mitchell, Leonard Cohen, 
Neil Young, and Jane Siberry, and no artist could have produced 
more magnificent tributes to those other great artists, in whose au¬ 
gust league k.d. ranks as an equal. Her own songs, many of which 
have become classics over the last decade, sounded fresh and newly 
soul-stirring, including Constant Craving , Miss Chatelaine, Don’t 
Smoke in Bed and others we’ve come to adore. The down-to-earth 
shoeless beauty, who moves on stage with grace and exhibits a warm 
sense of humor, has come light years since she debuted big-time 
with Ingenue in 1992, when she and Kurt Cobain were out front (and 
she was out, period) shaking up pop culture. 

Also marking my week was the opening of playwright Harry C. 
Cronin’s Dark Matter at Jon Sims Center for the Arts, pre¬ 
sented by JSC/Alchemy Emerging Playwrights, and directed by Alan 
S. Quismorio. A major talent, 
young, dynamic actor Pete 
Caslavka, carried off a bravu¬ 
ra one-man performance, por¬ 
traying several characters 
caught up in the drama of a 
priest sent to prison for mo¬ 
lesting a youth. Caslavka ex¬ 
hibited an astonishing feat of 
memorization, taking us 
through a long, wordy play 
without a hitch, never once 
slacking in energy, falling out 
of characterization, or falter¬ 
ing for motivation. 

He’s wondrous to look at, 
not in an objectifying way, but 
in the way you’d watch a bull- 
_ fighter dodging horns, simul¬ 
taneously at ease with himself 
and intensely focused. Caslavka played the roles of the disgraced 
priest; the thug who protects him in jail in order to secure prayers; 
the boy who was molested; the boy’s father; and the young gangster 
inmate offered to the priest by his protector as a fuckable “gift. 
Caslavka pulled off dazzling feats of characterization, crafting be¬ 
lievable personalities that came off cleanly and clearly outlined, all 
resonating distinctively. The actor portrayed the betrayed youth 
solidly as confused, angry, and prideful, but ultimately forgiving. 
The characters I least cared for were the father, who was written and 
played as a simpering wimp, for no good reason other than to mock 
straight masculinity. The fallen priest himself was just plain annoy¬ 
ing, the kind of whiny, tragic gay character we’ve all seen too often. 
The self-loathing priest’s tearful whimpering did, however, get tem¬ 
pered by his tough-as-nails prison stay, so progress was made. Re¬ 
demption did, after an unduly long time, seem possible. T 




Pete Caslavka 


Mary Armentrout @ 
848 Community Space 

Local dance-theater rule-breaker 
Mary Armentrout presents "Solo 
Musings on Complicated Topics in 
a Surreal World/' an evening of 
new and recent solo works. Known 
for her experiments on the edge of 
hybrid dance-theater fusion, Ar¬ 
mentrout is a choreographer 
whose work lives at the intersec¬ 
tion of dance, theater and object 
art. Her choreography consists of 
small fragments of text and move¬ 
ment that are distilled, distorted, 
polished, and deconstructed to re¬ 
veal layers of ambiguity, pathos, 
and absurdity. $10-$15 sliding 
(N0TAFL0F). 8:30pm July 31 & 
31, August 6 & 7. Located at 848 
Divisadero (at McAllister). Tix: 
510-845-8604. 

So In Love: The Songs 
of Cole Porter 
@ NCTC 

Meg Mackay & Billy Philadelphia 
perform So In Love: The Songs of 
Cole Porter, one of America's 
best-loved, most-sophisticated 
songwriters. The duo of Mackay 
and Philadelphia make waves with 
such enduring hits as Night and 
Day, Just One of Those Things, 
Begin the Beguine, Let's Do It 
(Let's Fall In Love) and the title 
song from the 1948 Broadway 
show (and 1953 movie) Kiss Me, 
Kate. $25 Fri. & Sat. (8pm); $20 
Sun. matinee (3pm). Thru Aug. 8. 
New Conservatory Theatre Center, 
25 Van Ness Ave. (near Market). 
Tix/info: 415-861-8972; 
www.nctcsf.org 

Dark Matter 
@ Jon Sims Center 

JSC/Alchemy Emerging Play¬ 
wrights at the Jon Sims Center for 
the Arts (JSC) presents actor Pete 
Caslavka in playwright Harry C. 
Cronin's Dark Matter. Directed by 
Alan S. Quismorio. Dark Matter 
tackles the controversies that have 
in recent years catapulted the 
Roman Catholic faith into public 
and media scrutiny. $15-$20 slid¬ 
ing. Fri. & Sat. at 8pm; Sun. at 
6:30pm. Thru Aug. 8. JSC, 1519 
Mission St. (btwn 11th & S. Van 
Ness). Tix/info: 415-554-0402; 
www.jonsimsctr.org 

The Escape Artists 
@ Off-Market Studio 

The Escape Artists, a late night 
show with long form Improvisa¬ 
tion who aim to improvise a num¬ 
ber of stories using their ability to 
transition from scene to scene 
and, at the end of the night, to 
"escape" with all storylines woven 
together. Cast: Ann Feehan, 
Aaron Task, Mick Laugs, Kather¬ 
ine Murphy, Sylvia Kratins and 
Nick Leonard. 10:30pm. Off-Mar¬ 
ket Studio, 965 Mission at Fifth 
St. Tix: (415) 896-6477; 
www.cafearts.com 

Andrea Marcovicci 
@ Empire Plush Room 

The marvelous Andrea Marcovicci 
enchants the Empire Plush Room 
with an all-new musical show, An¬ 
drea Does Astaire. She's a legend 
at the Algonquin Hotel Oak Room 
and has performed at Lincoln 
Center's Avery Fisher Hall and 
Carnegie Hall, as well as with 
symphonic orchestras across the 
country and stage productions on 
Broadway and locally at A.C.T. 
$35 & $40. Tue-Sat at 8pm; Sun. 
at 3pm. Thru Aug. 1. Tix: 415- 
885-2800. Info: 
www.yorkhotel.com 

Carbon Community 
@ Shadow Lounge 

FLUX at Shadow Lounge presents 
live breakbeats with Carbon Com¬ 
munity (Moonshine/Bless 
Records). This duo based out of 
Dallas, TX will make their first 
SF appearance, doing a Live per¬ 
formance to rock your senses and 
blow your mind. Also: A:Dubl 
(Breakthru); Icon (Mach 5, Sister 
NYC, djlcon.com); Aaron Jae 
(AaronJae.com/Evil Breaks); DJ 
Bam (Invibe/Evil Breaks); M.O.D. 
(Evil Breaks). $5 before 11pm. 
Going strong from 9pm-3am. 


21+w/ID. The Shadow Lounge, 
299 9th St. (at Folsom). Info: 
www.theCarbonCommunity.com 

Speed the Plow 
@ Off Market Theater 

Opening night: La Vache Enragee 
Productions presents Speed the 
Plow, David Mamet's darkly 
comic examination of sexual poli¬ 
tics, deal-making and manipula¬ 
tion in Hollywood. Powerful Pro¬ 
ducer Bobby Gould targets his 
new secretary Karen as his next 
conquest. But Karen is more 
than she seems, and suddenly the 
lines of power are uncomfortably 
blurred. Directed by Brian Katz. 
Featuring: Jeff Bredt, Jennifer 
Dean and Richard Wenzel. $17 
gen'l, $15 Students/Seniors. 8pm 
Friday-Sunday, July 30-August 
15. Off-Market Theater, 965 Mis¬ 
sion St. (at Fifth St.). Tix/info: 
415-896-6477; www.lveproduc- 
tions.com 

Becca and Heidi 
@ Exit Theatre Cafe 

The Shee Theatre Company pre¬ 
sents Becca and Heidi, a comedy 
by Bay Area playwright Sharon 
Eberhardt, directed by Virginia 
Reed. Surgical nurse Becca's alter 
ego, Heidi, is braver, funnier, 
smarter, sexiaer and a better lis¬ 
tener. Racing to catch up, Becca 
juggles two new boyfriends and to 
remember the "great sex." Every¬ 
one loves Heidi, but can she be 
trusted with a bone file, a broken 
bottle and keys to the animal re¬ 
search lab? $20 gen'l; $15 stu¬ 
dent/senior. 8:30pm Thu., Fri. & 
Sat. thru Aug 7. Exit Theatre, 

156 Eddy St. Tix: 510-612-1074; 
www.theshee.org 

Adrian Tomine 
@ Cody’s Books, 
Berkeley 

Reading and book signing: Adrian 
Tomine's Scrapbook: Uncollected 
Work: 1990-2004. Tomine has 
been writing and drawing the 
comic book series Optic Nerve for 
more than a decade, all the while 
working on side projects. The best 
of this extracurricular work, in¬ 
cluding rare & unpublished strips 
for album covers, posters, adver¬ 
tisements, and such magazines as 
The New Yorker and Esquire, is 
collected for the first time in 
Scrapbook. Free. 7pm. Telegraph 
Ave., Berkeley. Info: www.codys- 
books.com 

HIFY @ CNYD 

HIFY — Health Initiatives for 
Youth — offers a one-day 
"Provider Training" at Communi¬ 
ty Network for Youth Develop¬ 
ment (CNYD), open to youth 
workers, health care workers, 
counselors, parents, and all people 
who strive to create a healthy en¬ 
vironment for youth. During inter¬ 
active trainings, participants gain 
practical skills In working with 
youth, explore trends in adoles¬ 
cent health and share their experi¬ 
ences serving youth from many 
communities. This training intro¬ 
duces HIFY's perspective on youth 
and health. "We explore youth de¬ 
velopment theory, the values un¬ 
derlying HIFY's work with youth, 
and how to apply an asset-based 
approach to youth health issues." 
Includes strategies for applying 
youth development in both health 
care settings and youth agencies, 
as well as a chance to hear and 


Lucy Lawless joins a host of celebs for Help is On The 
Way X: Broadway . . . and all that jazz. See Monday. 


share best practices. 9am-5pm. 
CNYD, 657 Mission Street, Suite 
410 (btwn 2nd & 3rd streets). 


Caucasian Chalk 
Circle @ John Hinkel 
Park, Berkeley 

Shotgun Players present their an¬ 
nual summer extravaganza: 

Bertolt Brecht's The Caucasian 
Chalk Circle, directed by Cliff 
Mayotte, written at the close of 
WWII and set in the Caucasus 
Mtns. of Georgia. Come to John 
Hinkel Park and participate in the 
fable of the Chalk Circle! See two 
women claim the same child! Who 
is the real mother — a stranger 
who risks everything, or the moth¬ 
er who abandons her child, then 
changes her mind? Politically 
savvy, wickedly humorous and 
filled with music, Caucasian Chalk 
Circle retells the tale of King 
Solomon and a child claimed by 
and fought over by two mothers. 
But this chalk circle is metaphori¬ 
cally drawn around a society mis¬ 
directed in its priorities. 4pm Sat. 
& Sun. thru Aug. 29. John Hinkel 
Park, Berkeley. Info: www.shot- 
gunplayers.org 

Queer Swing Dance 
w/Salsa! 

@ The Center 

Queer Jitterbugs present a "Queer 
Swing Dance with Salsa!" Fun for 
everyone! No partner or experi¬ 
ence needed. 7pm Basic Salsa les¬ 
son. 8pm Basic Swing lesson. 
9pm-Midnight Swing Dance with 
Salsa. Vintage attire and comfort¬ 
able shoes encouraged. Under 21 
get in free. Over 21 only $10 (half 
off with Queer Swing Pass; volun¬ 
teers get in free; NOTAFLOF). SF 
LGBT Community Center, 1800 
Market St. Info: 415-305-8242; 
QueerJitterbugs.com or Queer- 
Ballroom.com 

Fauxgirls! 

@ Marlena’s 

Special Benefit Show: Fauxgirls! 
creator Victoria Secret presents 
"An Evening with the (Alterna¬ 
tive) Empresses!" A very special 


Lindsay Anderson plays in The Shee Theatre company's 
Becca and Heidi at Exit Theatre Cafe. See Friday. 


drag revue to benefit the 40th An¬ 
niversary of the Imperial Court of 
San Francisco! Guest Stars will 
present parody portrayals of past. 
Hosted by Victoria (as Empress 
XXV Marlena) and Anjelica (as 
Empress XXXIII Alexis Miranda), 
and featuring many special guest 
stars in parody performances of 
past Empresses of San Francisco. 
All performers welcome. The fun 
starts at 10pm. Never a cover at 
Marlena's. Marlena's, 488 Hayes 
St. (at Octavia). Info: 415-864- 
6672; www.fauxgirls.com 

Gay & Lesbian 
Sierrans @ Pt. Reyes 

Join Gay and Lesbian Sierrans 
(GLS) for a Pt. Reyes Mountain- 
to-Beach Frolic. This moderately 
strenuous 11.5-mile hike offers 
varied geography. Meet for car- 
pools at the Safeway at Church & 
Market at 8:30am, or at the Bear 
Valley Trailhedd at 10am. Bring 
lunch, water, money for gas and 
bridge tolls, and layered clothing. 
Info: sfbay.sierraclub.org/GLS 

Living w/ Hepatitis C 
@ Quan Yin Healing 
Arts Center 

The Living with Hepatitis C Pro¬ 
ject at Quan Yin Healing Arts 
Center presents a free workshop, 
Acupressure Techniques and Mixi 
bustion focusing on chronic He¬ 
patitis C (HCV) infection, with 
Carla Wilson, L.Ac. and Srinika 
Narayan, L.Ac. Open to all people 
living with HCV as well as their 
partners, family members and ser 
vice providers. The workshop will 
start with a light breakfast at 
9:30am and will end with a mini- 
Qigong class (led by Laura 
Bresler) at 12 noon. Info: Yukihi- 
ro Ippei Yasuda, 415-861-4964; 
email 

ippei@quanyinhealingarts.com 


iun 


One Black Day 
@CAAACC 
& Main Library 

Opening reception: The AfroSolo 
Theatre Company celebrates its 
11th annual AfroSolo Arts Festi¬ 
val XI — a celebration of Africar 
American artists giving voice to 
the Black experience with the 
opening in two locations of One 
Black Day: Pride, Dignity and 
Hope, an exposition of images by 
African American photographers 
from the Bay Area and beyond. 
Free. Reception 6-7pm at the Sar 
gent Johnson Gallery, Center for 
African & African American Art 
and Culture Complex (CAAACC), 
762 Fulton St. The exhibit runs 
Aug. 1-Oct. 15 at CAAACC and a 
the SF Main Public Library, 100 
Larkin St. Info: 415-771-AFRO 
(2376); www.afrosolo.org 

Once in a Blue Moon 
@ Dolores Park 

San Francisco Gay Men's Commu 
nity Initiative hosts "Once in a 
Blue Moon", a community picnic 
and opportunity for all kinds of 
gay men to come together in the 
spirit of fun and friendliness, to 
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The Shotgun Players offer a parable for our time in Bertolt Brecht's The Caucasian 
Chalk Circle at Berkeley's John Hinkel Park. See Saturday. 


venture outside of our bubbles and 
meet new people. A volleyball net 
will be supplied. Bring friends, 
roller blades, frisbees, and don't 
forget your balls! Bring your own 
food, and please leave the park lit¬ 
ter-free. Gather at Dolores Park, 
near the tennis courts at 1pm. 

Info: SF Gay Men's Community 
Initiative, 415-552-9393; email 
sfgmci@yahoo.com. 

BATS Improv’s 
Summer Festival 
@ Bayfront Theater 

BATS Improv's 10th Annual Sum¬ 
mer Improv Festival kicks off a 
month-long celebration of impro¬ 
vised comedy, drama and music, 
with 22 shows and more than 100 
performers. With Guest Director 
Keith Johnstone, tonight (and 
Aug. 22 & 29) featuring "Sunday 
Player Micetro," in which The 
Sunday Players compete against 
one another in an improv elimina¬ 
tion format; last one standing is 
crowned Micetro! Upcoming: 
Aussie Rules Theatresports (Aug. 
5); Improvised Shakespeare (Aug. 
7); Eat the Apple (Aug 7 late 
.flight); The News Show (Aug. 12); 
All Star Micetro (Aug. 13); Goril- ! 
la Theatre (Aug. 14); Tonal Chaos 
(Aug. 14 late night); The Harold 
(Aug. 19); True Fiction Magazine 
(Aug. 20); Spontaneous Broadway 
(Aug. 21); BATS vs. LA Theatres¬ 
ports (Aug. 27); 3 For All (Aug. 
28). Tonight: $8. All shows 8pm. 
Bayfront Theater, Fort Mason 
Center. Tix/info: 415-474-8935; 
www.improv.org 


Help is on the Way X 
@ Palace of Fine Arts 

10th Anniversary Gala: The Rich- 
mond/Ermet AIDS Foundation 
and Honorary Co-Chairs Senator 
Dianne Feinstein, Assemblyman 
Mark Leno, Jill Eikenbery, 
Michael Tucker, and Harry Den¬ 
ton present Help is on the Way X 
— Broadway . .. and all that 
jazz. Featuring stage, television, 
cabaret, ice-skating, and film 
stars Lucie Arnaz (Broadway; 
Seesaw, Lost in Yonkers ), Brian 
Boitano (Olympic Gold Medalist 
ice skater); Mary Jo Catlett (TV & 
B'way; Hello! Dolly, Pajama 
Game), Carole Cook (TV & B'way; 
Radio Gals, 42nd Street), Franc 
D'Ambrosio (B'way/stage, Sweeny 
Todd, Phantom), Tyne Daly 
■ (Emmy Award winner, Cagney & 
Lacey, Christy), Nancy Dussault 
(B'way/TV, Carousel, Side By 
Side by Sondheim, Too Close for 
Comfort), Jill Eikenberry & 
Michael Tucker (TV, LA Law), 
David Friedman (composer/B'way 
conductor), Florence Henderson 
(TV, The Brady Bunch; stage, The 
Sound of Music, South Pacific), 
Lucy Lawless (TV, Xena: Warrior 
Princess; B'way, Grease), Jane 
Lanier (B'way, Fosse, Guys and 
Dolls, Sweet Charity), Meg Mack- 
ay (cabaret, So in Love: The 
Songs of Cole Porter, now at 
NCTC), Sean Mcdermott (B'way, 
Miss Saigon, Starlight Express, 
Grease ), and Paula West (jazz vo¬ 
calist extraordinaire); with televi¬ 
sion/film star/Star Search grand 
champion Nina Whitaker, record¬ 
ing star/original member of the 
Supremes Mary Wilson, "The 
Leading Ladies", cast members 
from the touring Broadway show 
Movin' Out (music by Billy Joel, 


choreography by Twyla Tharp), 
and the San Francisco Gay & Les¬ 
bian Freedom Band. Directed by 
David Galligan. Musical director: 
Ron Abel. Producers: Ken Hender¬ 
son & Joe Seiler. Gala Reception: 
5:30-7:30pm. Performance: 8- 
10:15pm. Cast Dessert Party: 
10:15-ll:45pm. Silent Auction 
begins 5:30pm. 100% of ticket 
sales goes directly to the benefi¬ 
ciaries: New Leaf: Services for 
Our Community; UCSF AIDS 
Health Project; Center for AIDS 
Services, Oakland; Meals of 
Marin; and BAY (Bay Area 
Young) Positives. Dress: Black 
Tie/Festive Attire Suggested. 

$150 & up for Gala with Dessert 
& Wine Party with Cast; $75 per¬ 
formance only. Doors open 7:3pm 
for gen'l public. Palace of Fine 
Arts Theater, 3301 Lyon St. Tix: 
415-273-1620. Info: 
www.helpisontheway.org 

Short Leaps 3 
@ Eureka Theatre 

Three Wise Monkeys (3WM) The¬ 
atre Company presents Short 
Leaps 3, a 3WM Fundraiser fea¬ 
turing two programs of staged 
readings of short and very short 
plays by Bay Area Writers. The 
actual play list for Short Leaps 3 
is a cornucopia of fine writing. 
When requesting scripts for the 
event, 3WM imposes only one re¬ 
striction: running time has to be 
fifteen minutes or less. The result 
is a feast of creativity and plea¬ 
sure, a joy ride of fantasy with 
settings as different as a storage 
unit and your living room, charac¬ 
ters as unique as a Japanese sol¬ 
dier and your grandmother, plots 
as diverse and poignant as imagi¬ 
nation will allow. "Short Leaps" 
is a fundraising event to benefit 
the Fourth Annual Bay One-Acts 
Festival (BOA 4) to be held in 
February-March 2005. $12 - $20 
Sliding. Plays Monday, August 2 
and Tuesday, August 3 at 8pm. 


Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson St. 
Tix/info: 415-776-7427; 
www.threewisemonkeys.org 


Julie Budd 

@ Empire Plush Room 

Opening night: The Empire Plush 
Room in association with Michael 
Williams/Medium Rare Records 
presents Julie Budd, hailed as one 
of the most exciting singers today, 
having launched her career at the 
age of 12 in the famed resorts of 
New York's Catskill Mountains, 
followed by a major recording 
contract and appearance on the 
Merve Griffin Show and The 
Tonight Show. Subsequently she 
performed with Frank Sinatra, 

Bill Cosby, Joan Rivers, Liberace, 
and George Burns. Her one- 
woman show has been hailed from 
Atlantic City and Las Vegas to 
Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall, 
and Tel Aviv's Israel Arts Center, 
including appearances with sym¬ 
phony orchestras nationwide. 
Tue.-Sat. at 8pm, Sun. at 3pm, 
thru Aug. 15. Empire Plush 
Room, York Hotel, 940 Sutter St. 
Tix/info: 415-885-2800; 
www.empireplushevents.com; 
www.JulieBudd.com 

Faerie Heart Circle 
@ Magnet 

Faerie heart circles are an oppor¬ 
tunity to come together with other 
gay men to speak from the heart 
about our sexuality, spirituality, 
identity, community, and emo¬ 
tions. Come and listen, speak, 
share, and support one another as 
we undertake our journeys of dis¬ 
covery together. Join the Faeries 
at this monthly gathering at Mag¬ 
net. Free. 8-10 pm. 4122 - 18th 


St. Info: 415-581-1600. 




Amy Tan’s 
Immortal Heart 
@ Magic Theatre 

Word for Word presents Immortal 
Heart by author Amy Tan. The 
story reveals a hidden world cir¬ 
cumscribed by the powers of fami¬ 
ly and destiny, and the strict 
tenets of women's roles in rural 
China in the 1900s, in a realm 
circumscribed by family ties, 
ghosts, mystery, duty and love. 

$27 ($2 student/senior discount). 
Wed. is pay-what-you-can. 

8:30pm Wed-Sat & Tue; 3pm 
Sun. Thru Aug. 8. Magic Theatre, 
Southside, Bldg. D., Fort Mason. 
Tix/info: 415-437-6775; 
www.zspace.org 


Robert Henry Johnson, photographed by Jim Dennis, 
part of the exhibition One Black Day 2 opening AfroSolo 
Arts Festival II. See Sunday. 


RE/Search & Eleven 
Eleven @ Kearny 
Street Workshop 

Kearny Street Workshop brings 
together counterculture icon V. 
Vale, founder and original pub¬ 
lisher of "your essential counter¬ 
culture library," RE/Search, and 
emerging writer and musician 
Gayle Romasanta, founder and ed¬ 
itor of CAA's new arts journal 
Eleven Eleven. Hear from the two 
artists as they discuss the trials, 
inspirational moments, and pecu- 
larities of founding an arts publi¬ 
cation. $5 suggested donation. 7- 
9pm. Chinese Culture Center, 750 
Kearny Street, 3rd floor (Holiday 
Inn Building). Info: 415-503- 
0520; www.kearnystreet.org 

Live Nude Girls 
UNITE! 

@ ATA Gallery 

CUNextTuesday, the radical all- 
womyn's media collective, pre¬ 
sents: Live Nude Girls UNITE! A 
benefit for CUNextTuesday. Di¬ 
rected by Julia Query, Live Nude 
Girls UNITE! is a documentary on 
the struggle for local peepshow es¬ 
tablishment, the Lusty Lady, to 
unionize into an all-women work¬ 
er-owned powerhouse! It's a 
poignant, often hilarious look at 
one woman's fight for fair wages 
and equal rights as an exotic 
dancer and the movement that re¬ 
sulted. $5. 8pm. BYOPopcorn! 
ATA, 992 Valencia (at 21st). Info: 
ATA, 415-824-3890; www.ata- 
site.org; livenudegirlsunite.com 

SF Electronic Music 
Fest @ SomArts 
Cultural Center 

The Fifth Annual San Francisco 
Electronic Music Festival kicking 
off tonight will be a three evening 
affair with an impressive and di¬ 
verse list of participants. The 
works presented will span the 
sonic spectra from ambient to 
rhythmic and atonal to melodic. 

The line-up ranges from new and 
emerging young artists to respect¬ 
ed pioneers of the electronic music 
field working in a variety of 
modes including: laptop generated 
sound, processed live acoustic in¬ 
struments, amplified found ob¬ 
jects, projected video, improvisa¬ 
tion, and performance art. $15 
General; $12 Student; $40 full 
festival pass. Runs August 5-7,. 
8pm, at SomArts Cultural Center, 
934 Brannan St. Info: Festival 
hotline, 415-861-3257; SomArts 
415-552-2131; www.sfemf.org 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 


samba merengue disco salsa 

Saturday , July 31 - Queens of the Night Show IJ;30pm 

DJ Marco - Open Til 4am 

Sunday Tardeada 5how - Doris M.C. 7pm 
Alexis Miranda Show - 1D:3D & Midnite 

Fridays Free Before 11:30 w/ This Ad 

Entertainment & Dancing Nightly 

Weekend Tardeadas Party 4pm-9pm 

3079 SIXTEENTH STREET SAN FRANCISCO 

BETWEEN MISSION AND VALENCIA 863.7566 


Deadline is the 
Friday before 
issue date. 


MONDAY - NAKED NIGHT 

E/eryone naked /nc/uding employee 

TUESDAY - CHEAP MEAT 

JJ entry fee all ftijfit 

WEDNESDAY-BULGE 

Muscle Night 

THURSDAY • JUVENILE HAIL 

18-25 old FREE incarceration 


SUNDAY ■ BEAR NIGHT 

Cum feed tie Bun 

4-GLORY HOLES -FSLINGS 
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we buy 


photos, videos, dvd's & magazines 


Steve 

4.15-621-1188 

days, or 

Patrick 

415-810-2325 

evenings & weekends 



KfcomeRsfr / 


GtmiM'li 


midnight 


ISfi iPXif&vlyih h■ wj bVi - 


Sun - Thur: TOam - llum • Fri - Sat 10am - 12am 
wwwjaguarbookstore.com - 415-863-4777 


ADULT BOOKS 
OBJECTS OF FINE ART 


lunchtime 
shows 

. 1 41 , , 

www.nobhilltheatre.com 


?S CHANNELS! 
WGLOM HOLES! 

16 Live 

Sex Cams 


$10 OFF Admission | 
Before 12 Noon!!! 


"Famous Free) Tie Day We 0 

INFO: 415.781.9468 


729 Bush SL@ Powell 

$5 ALL NIGHT PARKING BUSH & STOCKTON 


fluto Erotica 

of vintage pom 
& fine dildos 
40778 18th Street 

415-861-5787 
open every cloy 


Glorious leather weekend 


Doug Mezzacapo is Leather Daddy XXII 



by Mister Marcus 


omebody up there likes us! 
Mother Nature shed sunny, 
balmy weather on San 
Francisco all last week. By Thurs¬ 
day, hordes of leather men and 
women from around the world 
converged on the jewel of North¬ 
ern California for the biggest “lit¬ 
tle” fair in a city known for neigh¬ 
borhood street fairs of all types. 

Not only “circuit queens” were 
here, but the newbies, their 
friends and people of all persua¬ 
sions came to party, eat, drink, get 
laid and celebrate the leather 
lifestyle which, in this town, is an 
every-day thing for inhabitants. 

Thursday night, the Power¬ 
house was hopping with a pre- 
Dore Alley Fair party hosted by 
Troy Anicete, which was a benefit 
for the Leather Archives & Muse¬ 
um. Michael Brandon emcee’d 
and Lenny Broberg was the auc¬ 
tioneer while former IM Boot- 
black Richie Chameroy was shin¬ 
ing boots for the cause. When it 
was all over, some $1,942 was 
raised. Good show! 

On Friday night, July 23, only 
two men stepped out to compete 
for the SF Leather Daddy XXII 
title at the Eagle Tavern which was 
wall to wall leather. Jay Hemphill 
and Doug Mezzacapo went 
through the interviews earlier 
with former leather daddy judges 
Patrick Batt, Andre English, Peter 
Fiske, Jason Ladd and Leather 
Daddy’s Boy Joey Sequeira. Tom 
Rodgers and Tony Koester were 
the masters of ceremonies and 
injected enough humor and 
sarcasm into the proceedings 
to last a millennium. 

Jay and Doug (the 
contestants) were spiffy 
in leathers and quite 
thorough with their 
speeches. Knowledge¬ 
able insiders agreed that 
either one 

could/would do a 
good job with the 
title. In case you didn’t 
know it, this is a “working” title. 
Candidates necessarily need to 
have a “track record” of volun- 
teerism, mentoring, community 
involvement and fund raising. 

After several raffle announce¬ 
ments, welcoming out of towners 
and other leather title holders 
(and there were plenty of those!), 


San Francisco Leather Daddy XXII Doug Mezzacapo was chosen for the 
title last Friday, July 23 at the Eagle Tavern. 


David Meyer had finished his tal¬ 
lying chores. But before that, Peter 
Fiske gave a short and sweet 9- 
minute “stepping aside” speech 
after which he was serenaded 
(now a MUST tradition) by 
Donna Sachet who hu¬ 
morously delivered “My 
Heart Belongs to Daddy” 
to much applause. 

Doug Mezzacapo was 
named Leather Daddy 
XXII to much cheer¬ 
ing and clapping. It 
was another one of 
those nights where 
leather pride was on parade. Big 
crowd, big title, big event. 

Will Clark’s Bad Boys Pool 
Party on Saturday afternoon was 
deemed a success by those who at¬ 
tended, and my informants said 
the crowd was not all that big. 
Considering the ticket prices ($60 
advance, $70 at the door), it was 


good to see the “faithful” in atten¬ 
dance. Also on Saturday night the 
bars and restaurants all over town 
were jam packed with locals and 
visitors alike. 

As I said earlier, Sunday was a 
glorious day weather-wise, and by 
noon, hordes of people jammed 
into a block long Folsom Street 
and Dore Alley. The Powerhouse 
was completely full most of the 
day, and Carlton Paul and all the 
other bartenders were sweating 
profusely keeping the crowd 
happy with adult beverages. 

Scores of people continued 
with their hedonism at the Fusion 
dance party. Dean and Silvio and 
their crew managed to keep the 
cha-cha types in motion and from 
all reports, a good time was had 
by all. Leather men from Berlin, 
Amsterdam, Madrid, Australia, 
England and Canada were here 


EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Weekend, July 30-31 

Joel Klingsbury and Robbi Montoya step aside for 
their successors at the 13th Annual Mr. and Ms. 
Alameda County Leather contests this weekend. 
Meet and greet at the Turf Club on Friday 15 
1900; the contest is Saturday at 1830 at the Hill 
& Valley Club in Hayward. 

Friday, July 30 

"Hustler a No No Party" at the Powerhouse 
tonight around 2100 — something to do with their 
softball team. 

Women's dungeon party at The Citadel (245 - 
8th St) from 2100 to 0100 tomorrow, with a $20 
donation for the Breast Cancer Emergency Fund. 
RSVP by Email to: ttbb@yahoo.com. 

Wednesday, August 4 

Blow Buddies celebrate their 16th anniversary 
tonight at 2100. Doors open until 2300. $6 (half 
price) for current and/or renewing members. Strict 
dress code. Info at 
www.blowbuddies.com/marVhtml. 

Weekend, August 6-8 

Ms. World Leather (Sunday) and International 


Deaf Leather contest (Friday night) in Dallas Texas 
at the Sheraton Brookhollow. For reservations 
(214) 630-7000. 

In Palm Springs at the Barracks Bar, Palm 
Springs Leather Sir/boy contests beginning at 
2200. Winners advance to the So. California 
Leather Sir/boy competition later this year. Victory 
celebration on Sunday afternoon. 

Saturday, August 7 

Darryl Janssen steps aside to sash his successor to 
the Mr. Hayes Valley Leather 2005 contest at 
Marlena's Bar from 2000 to 2400. 

Sunday, August 8 

"Mama's Whipping Post" event at Daddy's from 
1600 to 2000. Beer/soda bust, entertainment, raf¬ 
fles. Winner gets that title, and it's hosted by No. 
California Sir Brian and boy Roger. 

Weekend, August 13-15 

Northern California Leather Sir & boy contest 
weekend at Fife's at the Russian River. Info: 
www.nocalslb.com. Questions? Email to: SFRayTil- 
ton@aol.com. 
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Savory sweetmeats 


by John F. Karr 


ddie Stone made his debut 
in the last scene of Chi Chi 
£ LaRue’s Take One for the 
Team, four episodes of athlete 
buddies getting it on. That was 
appropriate casting for Stone, 
who’s the team captain type. He’s 
tall and sturdy, naturally muscled, 
with striking looks. His lushly full 
lips have a cello’s deep curves and 
a shockingly hot pink color. 
Heavy eyebrows shade dark 
flashing eyes, and inky, rich 
black hair crowns his 
head. He’s given to lots 
of foreplay, which was 
abetted by the pre¬ 
scribed apparel for his 
debut, a Speedo. Inside it 
lay a hefty, 
full-head¬ 
ed tool. 

Stone’s a 
luscious rimmer, and one helluva 
cocksucker. More frequently a 
bottom than a top, he’s a frequent 
flip-flopper, which was a surprise 
fillip of this first film. Yet he’s not 
a flashy performer. Sex isn’t a col¬ 
lision course for Stone. If you like 
it slow, simmering and savory, 
Eddie’s your man. Star material, 
alright. 



So he was given the central role 
in When in Rome. Unfortunately, 
it was ill-designed to highlight 
what Eddie had to offer. A curso¬ 
ry tour of Rome’s highlights only 
foreshadows brusque sex, accom¬ 
panied by pushy music and 
bumptious editing. Makes the 
movie not quite as insouciant as 
other recent LaRue efforts, and 
not quite as rewarding. When a 
mugger takes off with Eddie’s 
backpack, he trustingly accepts an 
invitation for a weekend in the 
country from a suspiciously solic¬ 
itous young man (Joe Foster). 
Once there, Eddie’s left alone in 
the courtyard of the ancient stone 
villa long enough to realize he’s 
been locked in, while inside, his 


captors gloat and have sex togeth¬ 
er. They’re a husky, hairy dream- 
boat and a suave, slightly older 
companion. 

Finally finding the one inten¬ 
tionally unlocked door, Eddie en¬ 
counters a sex-crazed Italian in 
the subcellar, where he has crazed, 
subcellar sex. Eddie’s berry-red 
lips are a rather pornographic 
frame for Leonardo Ricci’s tawny 
Italian cock. This ragazzos, asshole 
is as broad a conduit as the Span¬ 
ish Steps, so we assume it’s as 
frequently filled with 
boys. But surprise — 
rather abruptly, he’s 
screwing Eddie. Who 
, looks mighty good 
laid out on his back: 
imagine a taut, 
ridged abdomen with a 
hard cock 
flopped 
there 
weightily. 
Yet, like the scenes fore and aft 
(the next one features Mr. Foster 
and the slender Luca), it’s a callow 
sexcapade. 

Things only settle down in the 
last scene, when Eddie’s mugger 
(Filippo Romano) reappears with 
a flimsy explanation for the plot, 
after which they have nice, slight¬ 
ly rough sex. The patented LaRue 
ride-’em-cowboy fuck shots are 
swell. But we needed this kind of 
scene up front. It can’t redeem 
When in Rome, which isn’t the 
prime piece that a prime piece like 
Eddie Stone deserved. 



Succu-bisexual 

That movie would be Stone 
Fox. Subtitled Smut with Style, its 
imaginatively simple settings and 
relaxed tone are a bespoke show¬ 
case for Stone’s serene smuttiness. 
Call it romantically inclined filth, 
if you like. The dude’s just not in a 
hurry. LaRue sustains the lan¬ 
guorously horny mood through¬ 
out. Much credit to his crew; even 
the music’s swell. 

The first scene’s a neverland 


room draped in sky-blue silk, 
with a clear Lucite bubble sus¬ 
pended in mid-air. In it, Mr. Stone 
and Johnny Hazzard make out. I 
tell you, Glinda’s bubble hardly 
compares: the only wand she had 
to hold onto was her own. 

The second scene’s a bower in 
the clouds: wispy white fabric bil¬ 
lows around a chrome-frame bed 
blanketed'in white, on which, in 
white jockeys, Danny Vox reclines 
in Eddie’s arms. Reality, slightly 
abstracted, arrives in scene three, 
with a stylized photographer’s 
studio, in which Claudio Martin 
and Eddie click pics of each other 
before clicking with each other. 

The finale’s a neon-lit nether¬ 
world, with Eddie on a bed sur¬ 
rounded by naked men whose 
hard-ons press lasciviously 
against a backJit scrim, like succu- 
bi waiting to break into his 
dreams. Which, of course, they 
do, for a tasty little gangbang, with 
succubi as gang and Eddie the 
banged. 

Johnny Hazzard and Eddie 
leisurely appease their hunger, flip- 
flopping their fucking and then 
their bodies, so each can cum in his 
own face. Eddie’s load plops right 
onto his happy tongue. Yum. If 
only the crew had taped down the 
suspending chain to stop it rattling 
against the bubble. The extremes of 
Danny Vox’s sluttiness have been 
much exposed elsewhere, so here 
his tender, vulnerable side is re¬ 
freshing. Lots of foreplay and kiss¬ 
ing as the BVDs bulge. Sure, things 
heat up, and Eddie pummels 
Danny’s sweetly furry butthole. 

The photography sequence 
brings out the model in Homme- 
worthy Claudio Martin, and ex¬ 
ploits Eddie’s attractiveness as he 
strikes poses. Which makes Clau¬ 
dio’s cockhead creep outa its fore¬ 
skin covering. Whoa! Whatta big 
dick! Thick, long, and heavy. 
Claudio’s a sensual, fevered love- 
maker; while this outing doesn’t 
have the sensational passion of 
the rare event that was his pairing 
with Patrick Downs in Raw 
Footage (I suspect they’re lovers), 
this appearance should brook no 
complaints. Eddie’s phenomenal¬ 
ly deep throat engulfs Claudio’s ti¬ 
tanic tool, before it’s banged up 
his butt, which proves similarly 
capacious. I rarely feel envious 
watching porn, but I envied these 
guys: Which one did I want to be 
first? Only subsequently, when the 
three studs were working Eddie so 
rousingly in the finale, and espe¬ 
cially when he played middleman 
in a three-man fuck chain, did I 
realize, okay, it’s Eddie’s ass I envy. 
It’s the place to be. Such a swell 
host. www. channel 1 releasing; 
(800) 997-9073 T 



Mister Marcus 

A previous page 

enjoying the street fair and if you 
missed it - shame on you! A week¬ 
end to remember, indeed! 

California Leather Family 

The California Leather Family 
contests (Leather man, Leather 
woman and Leather Boy) has set 
their dates for any and all con¬ 
cerned about running for those ti¬ 
tles. Bob Brunson, no longer at 
Daddy’s bar has the event set in 
motion for the weekend of Octo¬ 
ber 22-24. Applications, tickets, 
schedules will be available on line 
in the near future. Stay tuned. 

Leather Sir/boy Dept. 

In another area of “title” life, 


since there were no contestants 
for the SF Leather Sir title, Tom 
Braddock has agreed to take on 
the duties of the title for another 
year. Together with the SF Leather 
boy “J.R.”, they will advance to 
compete for the Northern Cali¬ 
fornia Leather Sir/boy titles up at 
the Russian River later this year. 

In Toronto, Canada, the East¬ 
ern Canada Leather Sir/boy titles 
were bestowed on (Sir) Brandon 
Matheson and (boy) Dan Falkon- 
ham at the Black Eagle Bar in 
Toronto. They will advance to 
compete at the international level 
in St. Petersburg, Florida in Octo¬ 
ber. 

Rumors are flying 

Former Leather Daddy VI 
Jason Ladd running for Emperor? 
Daddy’s bar changing its name to 


the 440 Club? Richie Chameroy 
running for Empress? The Hellfire 
Club finally gave the okay for a 
transgendered (FTM) person to 
attend Inferno later this year? 
Bravo! 

Coming your way 

Next biggies on the docket: 
Ms. World Leather and Interna¬ 
tional Deaf Leather in Dallas the 
weekend of August 6-8; North¬ 
west Leather Sir/boy in Seattle 
and Great Lakes Leather Sir/boy 
contests in Indianapolis the week¬ 
end of August 26-28. I’ll be at 
both so you’ll have the results here 
first. In the meantime, be all that 
you can be — just do it in leather! 
And for up-to-the-minute leather 
news from columnists around the 
world, be sure to click on 
www.LeatherPage.com. T 


6pm-6am M-F // 12noon-6am Sat/Sun 

333 (ii/uieiA, 


333 Linden St in Hayes Valley 

(Btwn Octavia & Gough) 

San Francisco's newest 

sex club 
for men... 

415.863.1610//333linden.com 






BLOW 

BUDkdES 


Member 
Appreciation 
Night - 
MAN Party 
Wed., Aug. 4 

door 9-11pm 
play 'til late. 


<415, 777-HEAD 
www.blowbuddies.com 

South of Market - 033 Harrison St (# 5th) 


Discreetly billed to Visa/MasterCard 

1 - 900 - 825 - 4500 - 

$1/min. + $2 connect fee 18+ Discreetly billed to your telephone 

© nop urocluctions. reno. nv customer stywce (888) 2&r3331 


it's late on a 
Thursday, Friday or 
Saturday. Maybe the 
bars are closed. 


Wondering where 
everyone is? Cum see! 


And the fun goes on 
after we close the 
doors at 3 or 4am. 
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Michael Feinstein lives the good life 

Sings the Jimmy Webb songbook on discappears at Davies Hall 


by Gregg Shapiro 


O nly One Life: The Songs of 
Jimmy Webb (Concord) 
sounds like an exciting new 
chapter in Michael Feinstein’s ca¬ 
reer. It’s an album devoted entire¬ 
ly to the work of a living contem¬ 
porary songwriter, and that in it¬ 
self is significant. Feinstein has 
spent much of his recording ca¬ 
reer drawing from the works of 
American songbook composers 
such as the Gershwins, Johnny 
Mercer, Burton Lane, and Richard 
Rodgers. Webb has been covered 
by everyone from Glen Campbell 
and Art Garfunkel to The Fifth 
Dimension and Linda Ronstadt. 
Feinstein’s collaboration with 
Webb, the album’s co-producef, is 
a celebration of both Webb’s 
songwriting and Feinstein’s own 
distinctive skills as an interpreter. 

Michael Feinstein: I met 
Jimmy Webb over 10 years ago in 
Los Angeles. I heard him perform 
at a nightclub. I had admired him 
from afar for quite some time be¬ 
cause he’s a great songwriter and 
an extraordinary contemporary 
poet. We spoke afterwards and 
immediately hit it off. I told him 
that I hoped to do some of his 
songs someday. We got together 
after that, and over the next few 
years I recorded a couple of his 
songs which he orchestrated and 
arranged. We finally started work¬ 
ing on Only One Life three years 
ago and just finished it a few 



'We tried to mine the essence. 


months ago, and we’re very proud 
of it. 

Selecting the songs was not 
easy, only because Jimmy has a 
cornucopia of truly great songs. 
As well as what songwriters refer 
to as “trunk songs” that they’ve 
written for one purpose or anoth¬ 
er and have never been published 
or used. I set out to hear as many 
of his songs as I could. We spent a 
great deal of time listening so that 
we could come up with the final 
selection, which includes six 
brand-new songs by him that 
have never been recorded previ¬ 
ously. 

Gregg Shapiro: You chose to 
record some of his more familiar 


songs, including "Didn't We/' 

“All I Know," and "Up, Up and 
Away," which you totally succeed 
in making your own. Do you think 
that because you have a back¬ 
ground in the more traditional 
material of the American song¬ 
book, it worked in your favor? 

My background did serve me 
in interpreting these songs, be¬ 
cause I do approach it from a very 
specific point of view. I approach 
each song like a blueprint and 
then figure out how I can build 
that blueprint by making the song 
entertaining, and presenting it in 
a way that will communicate its 
meaning without screwing 
around with it. Because Jimmy 
produced and plays the piano on 
almost every track, I had his guid¬ 
ance and his encouragement to do 
certain things with the songs, 
which in some cases are quite dif¬ 
ferent from the way they were 
originally presented. We tried to 
mine the essence of each one. 

The doo-wop singers on "Belmont 
Avenue" are a wonderful touch. 
Did you ever think that you would 
have a doo-wop chorus on your 
album? 

I never dreamed I’d work with 
a doo-wop chorus, but we’re in a 
new century, so why not? 

I've been listening to The Wind, 
the last album that Warren Zevon 
recorded before his death. It's an 
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album that keeps his voice alive. 

When Jimmy is asked to name 
who he thinks the greatest con¬ 
temporary songwriters are, he al¬ 
ways says Warren Zevon and 
Harry Nilsson. 

When I interviewed Linda Ron¬ 
stadt, we talked about both 
Jimmy and Warren, and their in¬ 
credible songwriting. Has this 
album of Jimmy Webb songs 
opened you up to the possibility of 
exploring the work of other 20th- 
century songwriters? Zevon, per¬ 
haps, or Joni Mitchell? 

Yes, absolutely. Actually, I’ve 
been thinking about Randy New¬ 
man. I’d love to do a Randy New¬ 
man album because there are cer¬ 
tain songwriters who only write 


songs that suit their voice, and 
there are other songwriters who 
write songs that can be interpret¬ 
ed more widely. I’d love to do an 
album of the songs of Billy Joel, 
but it would be much harder to 
do, because his voice is so insepa¬ 
rably connected with so many of 
his songs. I don’t think I could do 
them better than he could. In the 
case of Randy Newman, because 
my voice is so different from his 
and he writes songs in more of the 
traditional mode, it would be fun 
to do covers of many of the things 
that he’s recorded. ▼ 


An Evening with Michael 
Feinstein and his jazz 
ensemble, Sat., July 31, 8 p.m. 
at Davies Symphony Hall. Call 
(415) 864-6000. 


Touch of Pink 


◄ page 39 

Bubble wrap 

MacLachlan concedes that one 
of his toughest moments as Cary 
is when his spirit is trapped naked 
in a bathtub, during the scene 
when Alim outs himself to his 
mother. 

“It was a challenge, yes, to cre¬ 
ate the Cary persona with just a 
washcloth and some bubbles. I 
was there listening in on a pivotal 
scene. Alim is finally confronting 
his mother, saying, ‘Look, this is 
who I am.’ I think he uses Cary as 
sort of a metaphor for the naked¬ 
ness he’s experiencing. It’s comic 
relief in one of the most emo¬ 
tional scenes in the movie.” 

Trying to reconcile with both 
his mother and lover, Alim re¬ 
turns to Toronto, where he con¬ 
fronts his cousin Khaled, who, 
after a bachelor party, makes a 
drunken pass at Alim, trying to 
resume the furtive sexplay they 
knew as teenagers. Neither man 
realizes that Alim’s mother is lis¬ 
tening in the shadows as Khaled 
embarks on a bitter, women-hat- 
ing rant, unleashing his frustra¬ 
tions as the prison of marriage 
awaits him. Rashid thinks the 
scene gives Western audiences an 
insight into a heartbreaking real¬ 
ity in Muslim life. 

“I’m pitching this film as 
much to a Muslim audience as a 



Director Ian Rashid: 'Movies like 
this can fan the flame of hope.' 


Western one, and I hope it will 
spark discussion. There is this ad¬ 
vocacy for living a double life. On 
some level, it is perfectly all right 
to sleep with men, to have sex 
with men, but never to name it or 
give it a public face. As long as you 
have your wife and your children 
and do what’s expected of you, it’s 
actually fine, and families are 
quite complicit. But, of course, 
the truth is that leads to tragical¬ 
ly sad and unfulfilled lives. 

“Hopefully, movies like this 
can fan the flame of hope, and 
give people a gleaning of what it 
might be like to be out and gay 
and Muslim, that these identities 
are somehow compatible.” Opens 
Friday. ▼ 


Lavender Tube 

◄ page 36 

member outing? The practice of 
ripping the closet door off anti¬ 
gay queers? We were once accused 
of starting the practice in concert 
with our fellow queer journalist 
Michaelangelo Signorile when we 
worked at the New York magazine 
OutWeek. The Chicago Tribune 
reported that Fox news commen¬ 
tator Bill O’Reilly says he doesn’t 
like the idea of outing, he “doesn’t 
feel comfortable with it.” Last 
week, O’Reilly took guest Michael 
Rogers to task because Rogers had 
publicized the names of queer 
Congressional staffers working for 
politicians who oppose gay mar¬ 
riage. O’Reilly stated, “We’re un¬ 
easy with this kind of exposition. 
Somebody’s personal sex life 
should have nothing to do with 
any kind of a policy.” 

Well, since we helped invent 
outing, we disagree. And appar¬ 
ently so does O’Reilly, unless his 


multiple personalities were tak¬ 
ing over again. Because on the 
very same show and for at least 
the third time in the last year, 
O’Reilly referred to one of the 
justices on the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court, which 
voted to legalize same-sex mar¬ 
riages, as a lesbian. (The Justice 
and only woman among the dis¬ 
senters on the court, Martha B. 
Sosman, has denied being a les¬ 
bian.) On several shows, includ¬ 
ing the one last Monday, O’Reil¬ 
ly has referred to “the lesbian 
judge on the Supreme Court 
who dissented” in the court’s 
landmark ruling. Despite repeat¬ 
ed refutations from Sosman, Fox 
notes the network stands by 
O’Reilly’s claim. According to 
Fox, O’Reilly bases his outing of 
Sosman on “more than one in¬ 
dependent source.” Not surpris¬ 
ingly, Fox did not out any of the 
sources. 

It’s going to be a very interest¬ 
ing campaign season. Be sure to 
stay tuned. ▼ 
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Don't want to use the #900 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME 


You can purchase time on our system by calling 1-800-321-6845 and requesting 
a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time' M with discounts of up to 20%. 

The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, 
or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve 
messages by using your Block of Time'" account from any touch-tone phone! 


BARn 



PARTING 

GLANCES 


Gold’s Gym Blue-eyed Stud Bear 

"Hoos your Daddy" T-shirt, admired 
you from behind while you worked the 
Elliptical runner. Your big day is July 
8th, how about letting me be YOUR 
Daddy? a 71334 


Fillmore 22 Bus July 6 Afternoon 

Exchanged eye contact. I got off 16th 
& San Bruno with package. You fol¬ 
lowed, lingered at street crossing, but 
after dropping package at UPS, you 
had disappeared. a 71343 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

Sexy and Bright GBM 40’s Top 

Invites you a really neat masculine 
non stereotypical sexy and bright 
HIV- GBM top invites you to friend¬ 
ship and more. Race open, but prefer 
HIV- masculine, hairy men 35-55 
with intellect and shared interests in 
Performing Arts, Politics and Histo¬ 
ry, very funny and am a unique blend 
of bear/leather/levi/Davies and ACT. 
Let's get together. a 71332 


Affectionate Old Men 

LM, 48, 6', 165lbs. I enjoy being 
with much older men who like a lot of 
affection, kissigg, holding and other 
oral pleasures.'Poss LTR. Fully 
bearded, stocky, non-gym, loners a 
plus. Not into gay scene or lifestyle, 
a 71335 


Seeking LTR w/Another In-shape 

guy. I want a Mover', not ? 'fuck 
buddy'. I'm 48, 5'9", 150#, gym 
toned, smooth, nice cock, tight ass, 
great smile, tan, buzz cut, shaved 
balls, safe, sane, financially secure, 
artist, business owner, into Zen, 
Yoga, all arts, working out. Happy 
except for one thing. I want a week¬ 
end lover (I live in Sonoma). During 
the week we each live our busy lives, 
looking forward to the wknd when we 
can be together, a 71337 


ISO Athletic, Muscular Asian 

Need to find young Asian athletes for 
friendship and more. If you qualify, 
please appy asap. a 71344 


Lonely and Sincere in Solano 

Lonely white male, 50yo, 5'9", 

Brown hair/eyes, moustache. Looking 
for friend or more. I enjoy music, 
walking, sightseeing, camping, and 
hairy men. Age not important, but be 
sincere and honest, a 71345 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


Sacto-Serious 

Me: John, 37, white, oral rimming 
w/e submissive, obedient, Pig bottom 
boy, swimmers build, very handsome, 
smooth all over, trained. You: Any 
age, decent shape, verbal, aggressive, 
hard rough rider, knows how to use 
up and ride deep and stretch out a 
tight hungry hole. Travel No. Ca. 
Sacramento area or know men who 
do. Available days for your pleasure. 
6am - 6pm, Referals? Bring a 
buddy(s)? Thank You, Sir(s). a 
71336 


Funky Men 

WM, 47, 5'11", 160 lbs. I'm looking 
to get together with really funky men 
- homeless guys, hobos, unshaven, 
sweaty, etc. - for hot, passionate, sen¬ 
sual times. Also interested in others 
who enjoy this scene. Over 40 a+. No 
pain, S& M. a 71340 


Master Sought 

Submissive, slender, masochistic, 
obedient, prof. GWM, 5'11", fifties, 
seeks to serve 45+Master any back¬ 
ground in totally Dom/Sub/S/M rela¬ 
tionship. Serious only please. a 
71346 


Spank Your Butt 

Hot, masculine top, 38, 5'11", 

175#, seeks well built bottom with 
nice ass for over the ktiee spanking, 
role playing and plowing your ass. a 
71347 


Pumpers - Biguns, Wet Vers 

Buttplay. Handsome 50yo, gym 
toned, tan smooth, 10X7, poz. Play 
man games. ISO men 45+, hung, 
vers, tops for clean friendly buttplay. 
Call for pix. a 71352 


Ready to Party Big Dick 

Young 29 yrs old smooth with tat¬ 
toos, ready to party with guys. I'm 
very huge, sexy and freaky, a 71353 


“Companionship” 

Seeking gay or straight males 18-35 
for hot safe sex here in SF. GBM, 53, 
5'10, 200lbs., arms 17", muscle 
chest 50", aggressive dominate man. 
a 71354 


“Ass and Nipples” 

Young males 18-35 with big large 
swollen puffy nipples and big round 
bubble butts. Love big muscle bound 
body builders or slim males. 8 1/2" - 
9" x 7 1/2" round, a 71355 


“Submissive and Passionate” 

I want young males 18-35 for hot 
spanking and strong hard nipple suck¬ 


ing. Big black muscle chested male. 
Love ass and nipples for safe sex 
only, a 71356 


FETISHES 


Straight Slave Seeks 

training as oral slave, 45 yo SWM, 
masochistic and obedient, service 
boy, begs to serve, a 71333 


Driving Naked 2 

Sexy kink nude showoff playmates, 
J/0. Creative exhibitionists, nude 
push-ups, stripdown erects. In the 
woods, in the park. By Asian porn 
stud. Call to set a date and place to 
meet, let's do it., a 71338 


Guys - Do you like dirty hot tubs? 

Wanna soak neck deep in our dirty 
whirlpool brimming with pubic hair 
and infested with athlete's foot and 
jock itch fungi? Our water is never 
filtered or chlorinated! a 71341 


Trim Guy Born about 1980? 

Bare with me while I .try to get my 2 
1/2 " tongue a full 3" up your amaz¬ 
ing shit free asshole in hour long ses¬ 
sion. a 71348 


ER, Can’t Decide Which? 

Cock sucked, balls licked, ass eaten, 
piss drunk?.. OK, I'll just keep rotat¬ 
ing all 4! a 71349 


More Spurts for Better Blowjob 

Among my attentions to your dick. 
Uncut A+! Two patented ones you've 
got to feel to believe as you unload in 
3 maybe 4 or 5 big spurts! Try me!! 
Tonight? a 71350 


Weightlift Nude 

Have bench, barbells, dumbells. 
Watch me work out or join in. I am 
49, 5'9, 195#. a 71351 


Spanker For Over The Knee Fun 

Have butt, will travel. Strip me 
naked, put me over your knee. No 
sex. Can do scenes. Will reciprocate 
if wanted. Age unimportant. Me: 
Smooth, blue eyes, 159#, 5'6". a 
71358 


Rough and Nasty Top Looking For 

in-shape guy, Uncle type, straight 
acting, into role play. Cops, under¬ 
wear, doing what I tell you. a 71359 


OTHER 


Headmaster 1941 

Dominant, older gentleman, cultured, 
respectable, discipline's bad boys all 
ways. In SF, free days, a 71339 


r 





You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You wiH be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 
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Bye bye, Bella 


by Sweet Lips 


he Council of Empresses of 
San Francisco humbly re¬ 
quests the honor of your 
presence at an Imperial State 
Memorial Service for her Imperi¬ 
al Majesty Absolute Empress II of 
San Francisco, the divine 
Bella. The event will 
take place at 1 p.m. ^ 
on Saturday, Au- 
gust 7, at the Most ( 

Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Church, 100 Di¬ 
amond St. in the 
heart of the Cas¬ 
tro. Formal fu¬ 
neral attire is re 
quested. There will be an option¬ 
al Pre-Memorial Assembly at the 
Edge, 4198 18th St., at Noon, with 
an Informal Processional to the 
church led by Empress Jose, the 
Widow Norton, at 12:45 p.m. 

Following the Memorial, a 
Celebration of Life will take place 
at Marlena’s, 488 Hayes St. 

One of Bella’s best friends, 
Czarina Michelle, is flying in from 
New York (in the family jet!) just 
to do the eulogy. What a nice 
thing to do! 

It’s hard to believe, but the Im¬ 
perial Court will soon celebrate 
its 40th anniversary! To mark the 
occasion, a big Imperial Court 
Gala Celebration will take place 
on February 20,2005, so mark the 



date and begin making your plans 
and gowns now. 

Our favorite Emperor, Steve 
Rasher, spent last weekend in 
Portland on vacation and had a 
great time with Steve Suss of the 
Embers/Avenue. 

If you haven’t been to Ginger’s 
Trois (2.46 Kearny St.) 
in a while, you proba- 
bly won’t recognize the 
bar next time you drop 
in, as Mason does it over so 
often. Even the outside of 
the club has been re¬ 
done, and it looks 
great, Mr. Mason, 
Sir. 

Yours Truly 
had a long tele* 
phone conversation with Greta 
Grass the other day, and that girl 
remembers things I like to forget! 
Like what, you ask? Well, let’s just 
say we’ve all had our wild days! 

Dick Deemer is in Mexico 
right now, loving it completely. In 
fact, he’s coming back to SF for a 
month, and then he leaves for 
good! He’s even giving up his 
room here! 

Yes, Woody is still holding 
forth at the Metro, and Richard 
and Mario are very happy. Good 
job, Woody! 

Kenny and Duffy are going 
Southeast for a two-week vaca¬ 
tion. Have a good time, guys! You 
will be missed at the Club Ren¬ 
dezvous. ▼ 


Scissor Sisters mania 



N ever has a band gotten so much better in so little time. When 
NYC's gayest band, Scissor Sisters, played atTrannyshack 
two years ago, they were three cheesy fools singing bad gay 
disco songs to a backing track. But as their sold-out show at Slim's 
last Saturday proved, they are now a full band doing good gay disco 
songs - so good that their debut album is currently #1 in the U.K. it 
was just released here on Tuesday, and it sounds like a clever pop 
mix of '70s-era Elton John, BeeGees, and Bowie. And it's just what 
stale American pop music needs right now. - Adrian Roberts 


-WE MET HEMK 

Four years ago. 



dan! Francisco 
;(415) 430-1199 
Oakland 

(510) 343-1122 

Palo Alto 

"(650) 223-0505 

Concord 

(925) 695-1100 

San Jose 

(408) 514-1111 

Vallejo 

(707) 656.1111 
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V Friendly 24/7 Customer Service (800) 289-1489 • 18 _C 


C^jT^MegaMates .com 
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MASSAGE 


FERNANDO 
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senous 

massage. 


Certified 
Therapist with strong, 
experienced bands. 
Non-sexuai environment 


: kealoha 241-9C 

Wtfw.KealohaDeLi 



lS[wturing body, mind 

€ 



SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 

_§34 

YOUNG SMOOTH 
TENDER ASIAN 

IN OUT $60 

DAVE 567-7693 
EBAY BEEFY MUSCL 

Gives good deep Swedish! 

Masc, hairy, 195, 5'11", 45, moust. 
M-F aft 5, w/e OK-RIx-Table/Oil 
In $60/60, $90/90 510-601-6995 

m 

BODYWORK BY ASIAN 

CMT 5'6", 130, sensual full body, 
real massage. In/Out. 218-0128 ^ 

GREAT PROSTATE RUB 

by one of the best in San Fran. To¬ 
gether with deep tissue and Nipple 
work. "You will love it" Call me for 
info @ 244-9924,10am to 10pm/7 
days. (In Only). ^ 

IT’S A GUY THING 

Swed. massage for your male body 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 ^ 



Deep Tissue / Athletic 



LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 


Interactive 
Massage 
Therapy. 
Deep Tissue, 
Swedish, 
Celluli 


a 



FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, energetic and athletic. Fer¬ 
nando CMT (510) 325-7725. In/Out 

§35 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

28,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 

;§33 

CUTE MASSEUR 225-4081 

5'9" 145Lbs. 30wst fit Slim/Smooth 
Blond/Bm eyes. SF/Marin. In/Out. 
Have table. 

§M 

SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
Spa and Massage Getaway Packages. 
Roger 707-525-1771wwwir-hideaway.com ^ 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck»(510)388-4941 ? 

SJ SF EB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'6"/150/6.5. 
Sensual full body ascupressure & 
Shiastsu massasge w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. 






Jay 

Swedish 

Massage 

CMT 


!» 83 

. 

415-407-9424 

Hrs 10am-7pm Monday-Sunday 
jjwagner70@hotmail.com 


QUALITY 

BODYWORK 


1 ^ .*£• * Deep Swedish 
1 ^ Shiatsu 

Energy Healing 
ac 12yrs.exp. 
L Vfl $55/hr $75/90min. 

Ed Brophy, MA, CMT 
415-647-4388 



r Michael CMT 
415 - 235-8605 

^ Swedish Massage 
Nurturing, Therapeutic 


Castro Certified • Only $45/$65 

•WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 

_§31 

14+ yrs exp, Full Tension Release 

•MID-PENINSULA-CMT* 

ln/Out,days/eves,Tom,650-345-7318^ 

Sexual Rub/Hot 8" Nudist/Cum To¬ 
gether/E rotic/Ken/346-4966/$80 

Peninsula Therapeutic and Erotic 
In/Out. Full Body TLC 650-367-7528^ 

Sexy blonde will rub U down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 24yobottom/smooth 5'7"135# 
In/Out Calls - Jason 415-210-1526 

§31 

GIVE ME YOUR BODY 

for 1 hour. Let go. Feel the need. 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 eji 

Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 

VALLEJO MASSAGE4MEN! 

www.sfgaymassage.com/agino.html 
by appt only: Gino 925 200-6236. ^ 

www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 
Derek, CMT 415-255-1164 

Magical Massage Mastery that 
heals while it pleasures from a 
CMT who knows how to electrify 
the body. Oak Greg 510-547-1364 ^ 

EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Steamin' hot, nude erotic touch & 
skilled, intuitive bodywork in warm, 
clean studio nr Dolores Park by tall 
smooth, tanned muse blond w/strong 
hands. 1 hr=$85 • 90 mins =$100 
2hrs=$120 Heron Saline, CMT Also 
by pre-arrangement: Hypnomassage, 
neo-tantra & hot deep prostate ** 
your mini-vacation melt down** 415- 
706-9740 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic 2 Erotic, Relaxing 2 
Deeply Stimulating. $100 - 90 min. 
41 yo, blond 6', 170, friendly, sexy. 
Brad (510) 418-0979 (in Berkeley). 
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MASSAGE 



Enjoy a sensual 
San Francisco ? 
Massage 
today! 

Twin 

Peaks . 

EZ to t 

0 

n :i ''X m 



Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 



Come feel the 
heat of Thailand. 
Sensual Thai MSG 
by Kob 346-7975 

ASIAN JOCK 


Hot Asian/Spanish Dude 57" 150# 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Str8 acting 23 yo, homy & friendly 
In/Out calls - Nick 415-690-6552 

_E31 

SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 

_E32 

EAST BAY NUDE MASSAGE 

For a warm, erotic experience 
Enjoy a nude fullbody massage 
Intuitive Topnotch Butt Massage 
$40/Hr. Jim 510-527-7630 

GREAT HANDS MASSAGE 

Tall 6'5" 245 bind blu Nebraska 
farm boy residing in California 
ready to give great massage. In or 
out $75 per hour. 408-569-3891. 

___EM 

Sensuality and Sensibility 
www.tgpraxis.net 415-505-8980 ^ 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing/strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 
yr old. Student discount, in/out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric • 841-5870. 

_E31 

MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/hr £!j 
Full-Body Erotic Massage 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

Body shaving. Body Electric exper. by 
well-built, sexy stud. $55*0ut Extra. 
707-865-2093 Bob. ^ 

San Jose Massage • 408-729-7156^ 

WWW.SFGAYMASSAGE.COM 

_E34 

HOTMUSCLE ASIAN 

Full body massage 415-385-0502 Ro^ 

RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Professional Massage Performed 
in the nude allowing mutual 
touch & release. Visa/MC/Amex 
Steven, CMT (415) 626-4800 

WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 

__E31 

Magnificent Massage Huge Hands 
Relax, Nurture Rich 510-207-0545^ 

HOT C.M.T. 

Excellent massage by experienced 
well endowed friendly CMT 320-030^ 

Healing Therapeutic Massage 
VISA/MC Kent CMT (510) 845-3036 
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ENERGYBODYCENTER.COM 

Integrative bodywork Kirk Prine 
www.fleshandspirit.org 

HOT ASIAN MASSAGE 

Excellent full-body Swedish/Sensual 
nice, smooth, in-shape 5'8" 150# 
(415) 994-1276. In $65, Out $85 ^ 

PROSTATE BLISS 

and Health + Full-Body by Pro. 

$60 989-7736 Sacramento/Powell 

_E36 

VALENTE 

Erotic Massage by sexy Mexican. See 
pics: www.gaydar.co.uk/valentemx 
Cell: 415 342-1675. 


Strong gifted hands w/30 yrs Exp. 
Chip@sfgaymassage.com 810-8140 


WALNUT CREEK 

Full body engage massage. 8am-4pm 
$45. 925-256-7135 

_ E3I 

SENSUAL 

NUDE 

MASSAGE 

By handsome masculine hot Latin. * 
27y/o, 150#,5 , 8".Cal I Luis 33^0419 

TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, hung 
Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add $5. 
Call Dick 415-244-8828 

Relaxing Swedish Massage. 38, 6'2" 
195#. Handsome with strong hands. 
$55/Hr. In only. Call Rob 845-4807 

_ _E32 

FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique style therapeutic and erotic 
massage in front of a fireplace. Out 
calls available also. Johnny 505-3060 ^ 

San Jose-Full Body Swedish-CMT- 
$40/Hr-$55/1 l/2Hr-Showers avail. 
8am-9pm 7 Days-Same Day Appt's. 
408-288-6169* Anthony Air Cond._ 33 

WTD: A FEW GOOD MEN 

For a great massage. lOam-lOpm 
Castro. In $39. Peter *298-3309. 




DISRAELI 


MASSAGE 
5’10” 160lbs 
r 415.640.2836 

disraelic@yahoo.com 



Massage 
by Jag 


/ 

(jth|ntic Thai Bodywork 
Therapeutic ^^DEEiJiT ,SSUE 

|l 5 . 252 . 8 l 2 | 

) www.thairubkrup.com 


Therapeutic Massage by strong, high¬ 
ly experienced CMT. 1 HR $35. 90 
min $50. Nonsexual only. Downtown 
SF, Paul • 415-928-6464. 

F33 

YOUR BUTT-MY TABLE 

WWW.JWEATHERMAN.COM 
CMT • 415-646-0920. 

E31 

FULL BODY MASSAGE 

Yg Asian Out $65 (650) 302-4638.^ 

Body-Electric CMT offers Swedish, 
BUTT-PROSTATE, colonics and 
much more in a privte Okland studio 
10am-9pm visa/mc/disc 
Paul 510-437-1999 
WWW.MASSAGEROT1C.COM 


Brown*Uncut*Hot Pecs/Bod*24 Hr 
Friendly*Discreet*0ut*540-0269. 


LUSCIOUS MASSAGE 

By 28yo Asian/Mix in the nude. 
Alan 415-558-9910 In/Out 80/100 


Sensual, erotic massage by cute boy, 
21,friendly. 424-1502. Out. 


ENERGY 

HEALING 

Energy Healer opens blocks and 
boosts flow to revitalize you. 

TOM (510) 547-5449. 


ASIAN EAST BAY 

Sensual full body massage. In $50, 
Out $60. 510-420-0112. Kenji 


HAIRY MASSEUR 

full body full release massage done in 
the nude by a very nice looking natu¬ 
rally hairy guy. 510-912-8812 Out- 
call only. 


MEN WHO WANT IT ALL! 

Prof LMT tailors session to meet your 
needs. Muscular, erotic+energy bod- 

CALLTOM (510) 547-5449. 



■j* Dave Gerdes 

:: * :r * M.A., C.M.T 

Bodywork & Coaching 

“'"integral massage" 
for appt.-415.497,9200 

t www.indeerpark.net , 




PAUL 

CMT 

9AM-9PM 


518*1324 




ggjE>IVIfl^lifBl 


COMPLETE RELEASE 


CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 

FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
9O-MINUTES/$40 

CALL: 325-6 82-56 75 


ITALIAN RUB 

Full-body sensual massage. 32, 6'1" 
Masculine, well-built hairy body. 

ANTON 

925-920-0018. IN/OUT. 

_ [ _E 31 

Nude massage by 23yo, cute boy 
Erotic, sensual • 368-5759 • Out 

_[_E 33 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

Skilled Massge fof men by men. 
Therapeutic, sensual on request. 
www.bodytouchtherapy.com at 
707-865-9096. 

E 31 

DELUXE TANTRA PLUS 

Nude, full body, Erotic 
release.Goodlkg, muscular, masseur. 

2 BlksW of City Hall (In Only). 

9 yrs. exp. • Gary @ 305-5609. eji 

Handsome,sexy jock,6',175Lbs, 8" 

Sensual Massage, plus more! 

John (510) 658-2437.10AM-10PM. 

ANTONIO 

Relax-erotic massage by Latino 
at your place. See pics 
www.mygaydar.com/aztecproud 
415-577-3086. 

E31 

TRY MASTER OF TOUCH 

Need to unwind? 1/2 hr. notice OK. 

Nude, Erotic, Therapeutic, Tantric 
Lean Muse, smooth chest, strong. 
(244-9924) Grove & Franklin St 

NUDE EROTIC MASSAGE 

By sexy muscular guy. Massimo 
Page me: 208-0081. 

FLESHANDSPIRIT.ORG 

Peaceful Warrior Workshop, 

Energy Medicine training. 




ASIAN/THAI 
[Thai Massage 
SwedtsfVOeep Tissue 
[Retaxation 
[Thera peutlc 
5*9 *. i46lbs,,grym tone 

Call Tu (CMT) 

[ 415-99947871 


I. 


Neil 

Excellence in 
Santa Rosa 

707-S86-1826 
www.gr8rubs.coaa. 
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MODEL/Escniyre 


MIREC 


6*0” • 178# 

31 y.o. 

Eastern European Hunk 
with Gorgeous Body. 

10x6 Perect Uncut 

415.730.0568 

Please Unblock 
Your Number. 


RIPPED ESCORT 

VISITING SF 


WWW.RIPPEDESCORT.COM 



NATURALLY SMOOTH GYMNAST PHYSIQUE 

57” • 145# • 28w • I 4a • 6pk abs 

FRIENDLY & PASSIONATE 

323 * 363*1765 



WWWSFESCORTREVEWSCOM 

WWWJSFESCORTREMEWSlCOM 

WWWSFESCORTREVEWSCOM 

_ E31 

23/57" $110 In/Out 994-3763 

CUTE MEXICAN BOTTOM 

_E31 

SAN JOSE BOY 
WWW.SJBOY.COM 

27,5'11",165#,Blond Hair 
Pager/Voice: 888-325-3005 

_E31_ 

9X7 UC TOP 

6’2”, 165#, SWIMMERS BUILD 

DAVID 415.240.9986 

_E32 

STR8 BLOND MUSCLE!!! 

5'9"185# 415-995-7447. Hot!!! 

E31 

STR8 LATIN THUG 

23, uncut 1", tats, muscular build 

DOMINANT 

discreet, into fantasies..rape, bondage, 
Master 

GANG BANG AVAILABLE! 

In/Out Enrique (415) 724-2544 or 
Thug4pleasure@aol.com 

CUTE, BOYISH!! 

FRIENDLY,CLEAN, KISSABLE 

26,Blo/Blu,Slim,Smooth,& 

No STD's, No Drugs & No attitude! 
$120+Cab. Out only. 415-8714228. 
LET'S HAVE SOME FUN! *SEAN* 

___E31 

FF Top for your relief/pleasure 
SF house calls. Morlex 679-3320. 

__E33 

24 HOURS 

BROWN HAIR9 IN 29 IN WAIST 

305-3003 

-HOTTWINK RYAN- 

I'm Blk cute, 20, 5'11" 

140 Blk Brn Vers Top 
8c Ryan • 415.713.7098 

Only one client/day. T: 307-9560. 

THAI SAUSAGE (TOP) 

Hawaii cub in SF6',190,blu,brn,31yo 

35"w,46"c,17"b,sexy&nice 

808-372-2934 



HUNGBLKSTUD 25 9 INCHES 

Out Only* 510932-6577 

UNCUT812 

European active in-shape 
Downtown. Marco. 346-8439. 

HOT WRESTLER 

KEVLAR 

Specializing in Unique Fantasies 
Real man 5'10", 200Lbs 415-847-8918 

___E31 

2510X7 BLK TOP 

Sexy, friendly, cute college stud 
6' 170 swimmers build & horse hung 
Nude massge+oral top out $160 
Always homy! • dee* @ 415 724-4796. 

5'8X150,23 yrs, smooth, buff, 81/2" Cut 

STRTITLN STUD 

Kicks back! Steve 415.994.9409 

_E31_ 

TWO HOT STUDS 

Ital/Jew 57,155Lbs, Green, 30v 
German 511,160Lbs, blu, 30w 
Both hairy.shaved head 8.5" 
www.studfiIes.com/ca450.html 
IrVOut Wayne 415-420-8096. 

BOYISHLY CUTE! 

FRIENDLY,CLEAN,KISSABLE 

26, blo/blu,slim,smooth,bottom! 

No STD's, no drugs, not attitude! 
$120+cab. Out only. 415-871-4228. 

LET'S HAVE SOME FUN! • SEAN • 

E32 

Middle Eastern American 
5'8' 145 6.5X5 cut hairy muscle 

PLAYFUL • NO ATTITUDE 

$100 OUT. 415-652-2545. 

.E31 

NOB HILL ALL STAR 
TOMMY LEWIS 

performs this week at Nob Hill The¬ 
atre and at your place,6'3 swimmers 
build hazel eyes & 8 big thick inches 
Let this boy show you some deca¬ 
dence. 415 368-4447. 


imsmm 

MASCULINE TOP MID 40s 6’3185' 
ENJOY SCENES FROM SLOW. SENSUAL 
& PASSIONATE TO LEATHER & KINK. 

UNHURRIED & DISCREET. 
EXPLORE SOMETHING NEW WITH ME! 


CALL DUKE 415 436-9379 


Sexy, Masculine, Buzzcut & Goatee 

SHVD. HEAD STUD 

Well-hung, big balls, EZ-Goin' 6ft 
Clint*415-540-5311* in/out, 24 hrs 
see pics at www.geocities.com/ 
swingonmythingsf/photopage.htmI ^ 

FIREFIGHTER 

6'1", 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 

_E32 

VERY 

HARD & BIG 

Experienced top, well endowed 
Will make you Happy! 207-6486 ^ 

MUSCLE S&M TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 SF calls onl£ 

CONSTRUCTION WORKER TOP 

6-1, 177#, vgl, 9 inch cut 
Page 650-523-9133, and massage 

_E32 

LEATHER 

TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 


When only the BEST wilt do! | 



Jake Walker 


#1 Rated Escort in S.F. 

* 30 y.o., 6ft., 170# 

* 8” cut, thick 

* Italian /French background 

* Hot & MASCULINE 

* Sexy Blue eyes 

* Exceptional good looks 

* ZERO Attitude!! 

* Very DISCREET a Professional 


(415)412*1451 TopSFstud.com 



a 11=1 0 5 B -1 


ufaa ip 

GX |s ” 

P o 


5”11” 

175LBS 

WARM 

FRIENDLY 

PASSIONATE 




415.215.0222 


JVI ichael 

13 ran don 

Hot Hung XXXSuperstar 

3 23-445-4409 

1 xxxmichaelbrandon.com 


HIV +/+ Partners.... 

Contribute to the only study of its kind on HIV 
"reinfection" that can benefit you and others 
living with HIV to make more informed choices 
about treatment and sexual behavior 

Recieve $50 and free drug resistance testing 



Call today: 

POSITIVE PARTNERS (415)476-9296x361 
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PEOPLE 



MEN 

Local * Live * Now 


San Francisco 

415 - 402-1010 

408-257-4411 

925-426-5588 

650-223-0200 

510-859-2000 

Cal! Toll FREE 

1-800-777-8000 



Wmp 

i / 


1-900-505-2323 (S1.99/min) 

18 + www.lnteractiveMale.com 


1 If SAN FRANCISCO 
■ 2ND FBI. EACH MONTH 

fn w mm 


Good Head in Sonoma County. 
Call Days 707-823-3895 

STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 


By A 


REAlfEPORTER 



» Live Talk 

* Meet Ads 

* Voice Mail 
24 Hours 

$2.00 

976-7500 


Fr©© 

(415)981-8123 


OPERA & 

SYMPHONY LOVER? 

GWM, high-tech professional, 53, 
HIV-, brn hair & eyes, 5'11" av build 
ISO fellow music afficionado in his 
30's or 40's, HIV-, attractive, upbeat 
attitude & playful wit! Polite with 
good social skills, OUT and comfort¬ 
able, compassionate & easy going. 

Our client is an Opera fan, loves the 
symphony, singing and Sunday New 
York Times. San Jose or San Francis¬ 
co Bay Areas preferred. Visit 
www.dukepersonalsearch.com client 
ad 2738. (FREE). 

Fisting Top looking for some A list 
pussy. 752-0971. 

E52-04 

SPANKING OVER MY KNEE 
Experienced, Safe, Role-play/Real 
415-864-2766 Beginners Welcome 


Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect live! 
Try it for 

FREE 


415 - 707-2400 408 - 539-2400 707 - 582-2400 
510 - 281-2400 650 - 649-2500 925 - 955-2000 


Bare Assed Spanking 
SF's Best Spanker 
Daddy Howard. 929-1185 

E52 

GM/S Cruz Co will suck/rim all races 
18-26, Fit. 831-722-3739. 

_' _£32 

WHO W/B MR SFLEA 2005? 

Mr. Edge Lea. - Already Chosen 
Mr. Hayes Valley Lea - Sat, Aug 7th 
Mr. Daddy's Leather-Fri, Aug. 20th 
Mr. Powerhouse Leather-Sat,Aug 21 
Mama's Leather Man-2B announced. 
MR. SF LEATHER 
CONTEST IS SAT. SEP 25 

Are you man enough to weather the 
rigors of being a title holder??? ^ 

NO CALIF 
LEA SIR/BOY 

Contests Weekend of Aug 13-15 up 
at the Russian Rivrer area. Have you 
made your reservations yet? Do it! 


CONGRATULATIONS TO 

LORI ELLISON 

INT’L. MS. LEATHER 2004 

May you have a productive, honorable 
and great year with the title! 

£33 

MR SAN FRANCISCO 
LEATHER 2005 

Are you man enough to hold the title? 
Saturday, Sept. 25th, 2004 
The night before Folsom St. Fair 

£39 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

“IZZY”, INTERNATIONAL 
MS BOOT BLACK 2004 

Keep on shining! 

E33W 

Want head? 510-849-2828 • Berkeley 

£33 

DOUG MEZZACAPO 

IS SF LEA DADDY XXII 
Congratulations! 


PERSONALS ORDER FORM 


X-BOLD Stops Here T BOLD Stops Here ▼ CAPS Stop Here ▼ 


Regular Stops Here ▼ 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


First line, Regular 4.50 

All subsequent lines 3.00 

CAPS* double price 

BOLD double price 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

Minimum $10 charge 
on Visa and MasterCard. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


3-Digit Security Code 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Number of Issues Classification 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 
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FACTORY VIDEO 

You -1101,18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off-(-Making $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for bears. 
Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www.factoryvideos.com 


BLOW BUDDIES 


We're hiring. You must be able to 
work some 2nd and 3rd shifts. Previ¬ 
ous experience working with the pub¬ 
lic required. Pick up application at 
933 Harrison or send us your resume 
at www.blowbuddies.com. 


TOTAL 

COCKSUCKERS 

WANTED 

Are you addicted to sucking 
cock? Are you a show off? Look 
good, be passionate. Email 
paul@treasureislandmedia.com or 
call Paul at 415-437-6696 ext #3 
WWW.TREASUREISLAND 
MEDIA.COM 

-ill 

MODEL NEEDED 

Oline ezine needs male models for 
bondage pictures and videos. Top 
dollar paid. Easy shoots. Be 
yng/gl/musc. 

925-518-9950 

_E31 

TOP $ BOTTOM FUCKER$ 

We're looking for a few hot, uninhib¬ 
ited men who want to do it on video. 
Get paid for what you love to do! 

Email jobs @ spunkvideo or call 415- 
979-9515. 



WWW.SPUNKVIDEO.COM 

E30 


XXX WEB 



New features 

help y on fin d 

men faster! 


Now up i 
9 photos 


Real voice 
Profiles 


Free 

Conference 

Calling 



Bay Area Guide to Gay Cruising 
Enter Free Trial code 3295 

WWW.SQUIRT.ORq 

XXX GAY DVD’S 

Spunkvideo.com has the hottest 
new adult DVD's at deep discount 
All the popular brands & stars 
plus nasty bareback & fetish 
titles, in stock & ready 2 cum. 

SPUNKVIDEO.COM 


All Sex 
No Shame 

WWW.SEX4HOT1VIEN.COM 

'122 

Hot men cruising 
24 hrs. 

WWW.M4M4SEX.COM 


POWERHOUSE-SF.COM 
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Gay Managed 

Serving the community 
For over 20 years 

Sales, Service, Parts 
Five Star rated-w™— 


Ik 

^B^flOTQRR 


'^X'; | 


<^E r opl°/S^^ Shop Online At www.AutoPlaza.com 


FIVE STAR 

& & ® ® & 


SER8AM0NTE 8LV0. & 1*280 

commm cm 

MON * SAT 9AM - 9PM 
SUN 10AM* 8PM 
























